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THE VALUE OF SMILES
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As a community of women
created in the image of God,
called to discipleship in Jesus
Christ and empowered by the
Holy Spirit,
we commit ourselves to
grow in faith,
affirm our gifts,
support one another in our callings,
engage in ministry and action, and
promote healing and wholeness
in the church,
the society, and
the world.

No one has ever added up the value of a smile.
We know how much a dollar’s worth, and how long a mile.
We know the distance to the sun, the size and weight of earth.
But no one here can tell us yet how much a smile is worth.
Nobody knows the value of a kind and helpful word.
The names of all the stars are known, and some of them we’ve heard.
We know the distance to the moon, to Mars and Saturn too;
but no one really knows how much a cheery word will do.
The smile you wore a year ago may even be working yet,
it may be doing someone good … someone you have never met.
Someone may be plugging on believing life’s worthwhile
because across his way you shed the luster of a smile.
The kindly word you speak today ... you’ll never live to know,
the sum of all that it will do or the distance it will go.
We will already be in the midst of the Advent Season when this Gleanings
reaches you … that season when we are head-over-heels involved with
Christmas preparations. There is so much to do … so many presents to buy
… so many cookies to bake … so many cards to address and the list goes on
and on.
Remember, the season of Advent is not an extension of Christmas, it is a season that links the past to the present and the future. Advent offers us the opportunity to share in the ancient longing for the coming of the Messiah, to
celebrate His Birth, and to be alert to His Second Coming.
So in the midst of all that is going on during this Advent Season, please remember the best gifts that you can give to your loved ones, and the strangers
you meet along the way, are: LOVE … HOPE … JOY … PEACE … and
your SMILE. Re-read the above poem and remember, you’ll probably never
know what the gift of your smile will mean to someone whose path you cross
this very day.
Lost & Found: A pair of glasses were left at our SWO Convention
at Trinity Lutheran Church in West Bend. The owner can claim
them by calling Judy Lee Tarbox at 262-408-5951

29th SWO Convention in Review

Our 29th Annual SWO Convention was held at Trinity Lutheran Church located in historic West Bend. Both Pastor
Cristy and Dave Schoob led the opening Worship Service which set the tone of the day around our theme: BOLD
WOMEN LOVE … Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins … I Peter4:4

Our Churchwide Representative
Sandra Lee Grier, from Pennsylvania, brought us greetings
from the Churchwide President
and the Staff in Chicago. Sandra talked about opportunities
for us to financially support
Women of the ELCA and about
the resources available to us.
Check it out … go to ...
www.womenoftheelca.org

Diane Spicer, The Triennial Promoter
brought us an update on the 10th Triennial
Gathering in July of 2017.
A delicious lunch was prepared for us from Wellness
Found & pulled pork for
sandwiches was provided
by Tony Martin, brother of
Sue Seidemann.

Conventions are always informative … they
give you the opportunity to share with your sisters in Christ … you’re enriched with the Word.
Mark your calendars now for the 2017 event:
Oct. 14th at Ascension Lutheran Church; 1236 S.
Layton Blvd. Milwaukee, ... watch for up-dates.
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Kathleen Christenson Fisher, our keynote speaker was the Executive Director
of Family Promise. She’s a 20-year veteran of helping women and families in
Greater Milwaukee and entire U.S.

This is a picture of your elected SWO Board … back row left
to right: Sue Seidemann (Vice-President) … Caitlin Vang
(Convention Chair) … Donna Yourell (President) … Laura
Ruiz (Convention Intern) ...Judy Lee Tarbox (Mission
Team) … front row left to right: Marilyn Day (Mission
Team) … Vivian Johnson (Anti-Racism) … Debra Burns
( Mission Team) … Nancy Sack (Treasurer). Not pictured
are: Gayle Cameron (Mission Team) … Pam Maschke
(Cluster/Congregation Liaison) and Betty Warber who has
been appointed to a one-year term as secretary.

Meet new Board Member, Pam Maschke who will serve as our
Congregation/Cluster Liaison. Pam is a retired teacher who works
a few days each week as a substitute teacher for a variety of school
districts. Pam, being widowed 18 years ago found a new soul-mate
11 years ago. She is the mother of three successful children who
live in warm Southern states where she really enjoys visiting … she
is the proud grandmother of four. Pam thrives on daily exercising
either in her own home or a local fitness center. As a member of
St. Stephen the Martyr in Greendale she often volunteers in a variety of different activities.

Another new Board Member is Laura Ruiz who is a member of Ascension
Lutheran Church in Milwaukee. She is married with a grown-son as well
as two bonus children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Laura enjoys teaching Sunday School, helping with the Camp Hope Ministry Team
and playing the piano for Ascension’s Latino Worship Service. Laura is a
retired MPS teacher who continues to work as an academic tutor 5-days a
week at the Milwaukee Spanish Immersion School where she worked for
33 years. In addition, Laura is a church office volunteer Thursdays mornings. Laura says, “God has blessed me with these opportunities and I hope
to continue to share those blessings with others”.

We were entertained by
the Ballet Folkorico Mexico En La Piel. This
dance troupe was founded in 2005 by Father Rafael. The boys and girls
in the troupe are from 4
to 15 years of age and the
focus is on traditional
Mexican culture and folkloric dancing.
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You couldn’t miss the ladies from Gloria Dei
(Menomonee Falls) in their bright chartreuse
green tee-shirts.

A Message from the

Synodical Women’s Organization President

Sisters in Christ,
I have just arrived home from my Circle Meeting. We are involved in a book study right now and the book is “God is
Love A Guide to the Heart of Judaism, Christianity and Islam”. This month the chapter was on Welcoming the
Stranger. We are reminded that Everyone is welcome to the feast and NO ONE should ever go hungry. We realize the
true fellowship means making a commitment that everybody in our community has enough to eat and that compassion is
not a matter of feeling pity for the poor; it is a direct connection to the root of poverty, our willingness to sacrifice for
our own comfort for the well-being of someone else. We must encourage to live by the Beatitudes with our every
breath. The Beatitudes are supported by the Islamic, Jewish and Christian faiths. My Circle ends with prayer and our
willingness to tackle the next problem, project or what it needed in our Faith community.
Please remember the Food Pantries all year long but especially at Christmas time. Please donate that extra coat you have
hanging in your closet. Please decide to donate to the Giving Trees that are at the Churches and the Malls.
See the need, fill the need!!
This past October, we held our Synodical Convention BOLD Women Love. We have elected new Board members, Sue
Seidemann, Laura Ruiz and Pam Maschke. We reelected to serve on the board Debra Burns and Judy Lee Tarbox. The
rest of the board: Caitlin Vang, Vivian Johnson, Marilyn Day, Nancy Sack and Gayle Cameron. I have appointed a Secretary this year and it is Betty Warber. We were unable to find someone to volunteer through the nomination process
and I Thank God for each one of these women!!
We also held our Triennial Voting Member elections. Those chosen to represent you at the Triennial Convention in
Minneapolis July 11-13 2017 are: Pr Marilyn Miller, Vivian Johnson, Sue Seidemann. Betty Warber was elected as our
alternate. As President, I lead the Voting Members.
See page 8 for information on the Triennial Gathering “All Anew” in Minneapolis MN, July 13-16, 2017. The information includes Bus information from different stops in Milwaukee and ordering shirts for the Gathering. If you have
any questions about the Gathering, please see my contact information in the Gleanings.
Our 2017 Synodical convention that will be held at Ascension Lutheran October 14, 2017. We’ll celebrate the 500th
Anniversary of the Reformation as well as the 30th Anniversary of the Women of the ELCA. Come, join us.
I will end with The Beatitudes:
Blessed are the Poor in Spirit, For Theirs is the Kingdom of God
Blessed are those who Mourn, For They will be Comforted
Blessed are the Meek, For They Shall Inherit the Earth
Blessed are Those Who Hunger and Thirst for Righteousness, For They shall be Filled
Blessed are the Merciful, for They will be Shown Mercy
Blessed are the Pure in Heart, For They Will See God
Blessed are the Peacemakers, For They will be Called Children of God
Blessed are Those who are Persecuted because of Righteousness, For Thiers is the Kingdom of Heaven
Grace and Blessings
Donna Yourell

Dear Sisters in Christ:
Our Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton has called us to remember that we are the church together. Sisters, Women of the ELCA is
one way we are intentionally women of the church together. We believe that women are called to make a difference in the world.
The Greater Milwaukee Synod Women of the ELCA Board had issued a challenge to the many women’s groups in our congregations. You responded with prayer and gifts that would assist in helping with the water crisis in the Southeast Michigan Synod.
The Greater Milwaukee Board is excited to report that ¼ of our October Synodical Convention offering went towards Southeast
Michigan Synod Women of the ELCA, where the money will be used to obtain drinkable water. The offering amount was $372.88
and the Grand Total of our gift is $2257.88. We can do more when we act together!
Please share this exciting news with your congregations!
Thank you for your generosity!
Walking Together In God’s Amazing Grace and Love,
Greater Milwaukee Synod Women of the ELCA
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Treasurer’s Report … October 31, 2016
Receipts
Board Offerings
Cluster Funds
Unit Offerings (23 units)

Convention Offering
Convention Registration (Synod)
Special Event/Retreat Offering
Special Event/Retreat Registrations
Designated Income
Miscellaneous
Total Receipts
Disbursements
Board Offering Disbursements
Unit Offerings to CWO
Convention Offering Disbursement
Retreat Offering Disbursement
Designated Expense
Program I Mission Growth
Program II Mission Community
Program III Mission Action
Program IV & V Executive Com & Brd
Program VI Convention Committee
Program VII Clusters
Program VIII Financial Matters
Program IX Newsletter
Program X Special Events
Program XI Scholarships -Synod Conv.
-Triennial
-Retreat
Program XII Anti-Racism
Program XIII Miscellaneous
Triennial Promoter
Total Disbursements

Actual YTD 2016Budget
$163.00
$265.00
$0.00
$2994.68
$6,000.00

$1791.55
$2020.00
$0.00
$0.00
$1410.00
$0.00
$5,221.55
$0.00
$1,497.34
$1,118.65
$0.00
$2,435.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$100.65
$2043.41
$0.00
$184.50
$1373.00
$75.18
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$75.00
$183.80
$0.00
$8,902.73

$2,500.00
$4,000.00
$200.00
$400.00
$1,000.00
$480.00
$14,580.00

Assets
SWO Checking
SWO Savings
Certificate of Deposit (moved to MIF
Mission Investment Fund
Total Assets
Designated Funds
1/2 Unit Offering

$0.00

Board Offering

$163.00

Campus Ministries
Convention Offering

$0.00
$225.00

Scholarship-Synod Convention

$200.00

-Triennial Conv.
-Retreat
$3,000.00
Triennial Promoter
$2,500.00
Convention
$1,000.00
$25.00
$25.00
$25.00
$750.00
$4,000.00
$25.00
$150.00
$1,200.00
$200.00
$200.00
$880.00
$200.00
$50.00
$200.00
$150.00
$14,580.00

2016 ANNUAL CONVENTION OFFERING
Received $1,791.55 to-date
The above dollar amount was divided in the following manner:
One-half was sent to Churchwide to carry out their mission.
One-fourth was sent to Flint, Michigan to continue our support
to their water crisis and one-fourth stayed in our local SWO
treasury to support our work here in the Greater Milwaukee
Synod.
Unit Convention Offerings, and individual offerings, may still
be submitted … send to SWO Treasurer:
Nancy Sack at 2013 S. 97th Street … West Allis, WI 53227

5

$11058.30
$6,186.75
$0.00
$3,031.00
$20,276.05

$1,760.00
$200.00
$286.32
$2,732.57

Mission Investment Fund

3,031.00

Unexpected Expense

$325.00

Total Designated Funds

$8,922.89

Funds Available in Checking and savings

$2,135.41

Total Funds Available

$8,322.16

At the close of our 29th SWO
Convention we said “farewell and
thank you” to three Board Members.
1. Pastor Viviane Thomas-Breitfeld who for
several years served as our Spiritual Advisor (we
often called on Pr. Viviane to pray especially prior
to voting for new Board Members). Now she has
completed three two-year terms on the Board
serving on both the Anti-Racism & Mission
Teams.
2. Jan Fox who has served three two-year terms
on the Mission Team and as Vice-President. Jan
continues to serve as the treasurer of the Joint
Cluster.
3. Karen Hoffman has completed a two-year
term as our secretary. This is certainly a huge job
with Minutes to write and the annual BOR
(Bulletin of Reports) that must be done for our
annual SWO Convention.
THANK YOU & GOD’S BLESSINGS
As you continue to serve in other ways … and
please, don’t be strangers to the Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization.

WE VALUE YOUR FEEDBACK
Our 29th Annual Synodical Convention was held on October 15 th at Trinity Lutheran
Church in West Bend, we neglected to put evaluation sheets in the packets. Now, we are
asking all women who have attended ANY Synodical Convention in the past 29 years to
help us increase the number of women to attend the 30 th Annual Convention which will be
held on October 14, 2017 at Ascension Lutheran Church, (1236 S. Layton Blvd, Milwaukee). Your feedback is welcome and will make a difference for us as we plan for the 30 th
Convention.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

The following are some questions that will help us:

What are some of the positive things that you like about our conventions?
What are some of the specific things that need improving?
Which of the workshops have you found most interesting?
Do you have workshop topics to share?
Do you or anyone you know, might be interested in facilitating a workshop? The Keynote speaker (at our 29thConvention) spoke about Family Promise, what were your thoughts about her presentation?
What did you take away from the 29th Annual Convention?
How did you enjoy the soup, salad and pulled-pork luncheon?
What would you like the vendors to sell at our next Convention?
What would you like to see happen at the 30th Annual Convention? Please share your ideas on how we can promote
young women to attend the 30th Annual Convention.

Ways you can share your feedback:

e-mail Caitlin, Vang, Convention Chair: hi5.caitlin@gmail.com
phone Caitlin:
414-343-9486
Facebook Messenger:
Caitlin Vaaj
FINANCIAL CHALLENGES FOR WOMEN OF THE ELCA
Our Churchwide W-ELCA Board met in Baltimore, Mary-  UNIT offerings are down because we have very few
land October 21-21, 2016. From minutes of that meeting
UNITS that function as a part of Women of the ELCA.
we read some very alarming news.
Within the Greater Milwaukee Synod we have congregaWith 66 percent of fiscal year 2016 complete, regular oftions with wonderful Women’s Ministries but they have
ferings, Thankofferings, designated gifts, special offerings chosen not to be a part of Women of the ELCA - how can
and SWO convention offerings have fallen almost $1 mil- we tap into those groups and encourage them to become
lion below budgeted projections.
part of our SWO … we could benefit from them and they
would likewise benefit from us. Let’s review the requireIn 2015, the organization realized a $243,840 deficit.
ments of a UNIT:
As you read these words you might be thinking, “what
does this have to do with me … with my congregation …  Come together for study, support and action
with my UNIT? Well ladies, it pertains to each and every-  Participate in the ministry of Women of the ELCA beyond the congregation
one of us. First, has your UNIT sent an offering to our

Support financially the total program of Women of the
Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization’s
ELCA and
treasurer? If not, do so immediately … remember that eve
Designate leadership that shall be in communication
ry offering you send to our SWO, one-half (1/2) is sent
with the Synodcial and Churchwide Women’s Organiinto Churchwide and the remaining half is used within our
zation.
Synod’s SWO. Send your offering to our treasurer:
Nancy Sack
If you have questions about your UNIT or how to go about
2013 S. 97th Street
starting a UNIT… please contact our SWO Congregational
West Allis, Wisconsin 53227
Liaison:
Pam Maschke
5271
S. 22nd Street
You might be wondering why are the offerings down …
Milwaukee, WI 53221
 The Greater Milwaukee SWO Convention offering
e-mail: pamwald13@hotmail.com
was down because our attendance was very low.
Phone # 414-282-3956
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GREATER MILWAUKEE SYNOD SENDS 3,693 QUILTS plus KITS TO LWR
Thank you to every congregation and to every single person who participates in these projects. Quilts, layettes, school
bags are so important to so many people … these items not only go into other countries but they are welcomed gifts to
those living right here in the United States who’ve experienced earthquakes, tornados and other natural disasters.
Thirty-Two congregation responded to the request for this information … if your congregation is not listed you are welcome to still send the information to Betty Warber at betty@warber.net and the information will be included in the
March 2017 Gleanings.
Several congregations commented on the fact that as their ladies are aging they are not as able to sew/quilts like they
used to. Lutheran World Relief is still in need of these items … encourage the younger women to begin participating
in these projects.
Whitnall Park LC (Hales Corners) … Quilts………………..20
251 School Kits.
St. Paul’s LC (Kenosha) … Quilts…………………………....32
136 Health Kits .. 135 Layettes .. 7 Sewing Kits .. 38#’s soap
Mt. Carmel LC (Milwaukee) … Quilts…………………….227
27 Layettes ... 160 School Kits … 253 Bars of Soap
Gloria Dei (Menomonee Falls) … Quilts…………………...169
12 School Bags
St. John’s LC (Jackson) … Quilts…………………………..179
St. Peter LC (Sheboygan) … Quilts………………………….43
220 School Kits … 125 Health Kits … 150 Layettes
St. John’s LC (Brookfield) … Quilts………………………..143
101 School Kits
Messiah LC (Twin Lakes) … 28 Personal Care Kits …
36 School Kits/Bags … 200+ Bars of Soap
Holy Communion LC (Racine) … Quilts……………………85
193 School Kits … 55 Personal Care Kits
Mt. Hope LC (West Allis) … Quilts………………………...233
25o Personal Kits
St. Paul’s LC (Random Lake) … Quilts……………………..97
3 of those quilts were given to High School Graduates
Galilee LC (Pewaukee) … Quilts……………………………..76
10 Personal Kits … Baby Care Kits 11 … School Kits 32
Martin Luther LC (Milwaukee) … Quilts…………………...43
26 Baby Kits ...13 Health Kits … 38 School Kits …
1 Blanket … 1 box of soap
St. John’s LC (Stone Bank) … Quilts………………………..34
167 School Kits … 192 Bars of Soap
Gethsemane LC (Brookfield) … Quilts……………………...13
Jackson Park LC (Milwaukee) … Quilts…………………...154

Faith Lutheran LC (Cedarburg) ..Quilts…………………...130
Atonement LC (Muskego) … Quilts ……………………….205
13 Quilts to HS Seniors ...7 Quilts to the Sienna House …
108 Personal Kits … 56 Baby Kits … 82 Bars of Soap …
1,068 School Kits
St. Luke’s LC (Greendale) … Quilts………………………225
100 Personal Hygiene Kits
St. Mark’s LC (Cudahy) … 25 School Kits …
12 Personal Care Kits
Redemption LC (Wauwatosa) … Quilts…………………….55
Bay Shore LC (White Fish Bay) … Quilts…………………..56
Norway LC (Wind Lake) … Quilts…………………………646
53 Fabric Kits … 78 School Kits … 28 Baby Care Kits
St. Stephen the Martyr LC (Greendale) … Quilts………...129
42 Quilts to LSS ...237 School Kits
Holy Cross LC (Menomonee Falls) … Quilts……………….46
36 School Kits
St. Mary’s LC (Kenosha) … Quilts………………………...165
39 Personal Kits … 401 School Kits … 12 Baby Care Kits …
10 Bars of Soap
Trinity LC (South Milwaukee) … Quilts…………………...87
7 Quilts to Rosebud Indian Reservation
St. Luke LC (Sheboygan Falls) … Quilts…………………...55
12 Personal Care Kits … 54 Layettes ….53 School Kits
First Lutheran LC (West Allis) … Quilts…………………...25
Nativity LC (Wauwatosa) … Quilts………………………..293
108 School Kits
Christ the King LC (Delafield) … 31 Baby Care Kits
First United LC (Sheboygan) … Quilts……………………..28
153 Personal Care Kits … 2 boxes of soap

**************

ST. MATTHEW’S QUILT MINISTRY
Submitted by Bev Etzelmueller

On Saturday, November 5th, the Quilt Ministry of St. Matthew's gathered
and packed 6 boxes of blankets, afghans, and children's bedding to be
shipped to Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota. The ELCA
Women of SE Wisconsin
have made a commitment to
offer assistance to the reservation through warm bedding and support. This is the
3rd year that the Quilt Ministry has sent boxes to the reservation. Thanks to member,
Terri Kuhlmann's mother who completed all of the afghans that were
sent. Counselor, Melody Bohlender welcomes the bedding at the Bateland School. Melody sees that the items are distributed to the children
and families as needed. Funding for the shipment of the bedding was
paid for by Thrivent Financial Action Team Project.
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ALL ROADS LEAD TO MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA
FOR THE TENTH TRIENNIAL GATHERING
JULY 13-16, 2017


Register Now for the early-bird fee of $310.00



Register after January 6, 2017 … fee will be $350,00

Come with your friends and join women from all across the country for inspirational Worship
opportunities … fantastic music … exciting workshops… plus you’ll hear the following speakers:




Kelly Fryer who will explore the “All Anew” theme through Bible Study.
Vonda Drees who will respond to the “All Anew” theme through her art
Debra Gonsher Vinik will lead a discussion of her documentary, “Beauty of Their Dreams” which focuses on communities and individuals.
 Brenda Myers-Powell will discuss the Longinotto film, “Dreamcatcher” a documentary of Brenda’s life.
All women (those planning to attend the Tenth Triennial and those who are unable to attend) have been given a QUILT
CHALLENGE…..you are invited to create a quilt interpreting the gathering theme in a black and white challenge where
you can use just one other color. Entries will be judged by women from the Minnesota Quilters Guild. For complete
instructions, visit welcatg.org
Fiber artists will unite in making finger labyrinths. Quilted, knitted, embroidered, felted or crocheted, there’s a pattern
for everyone. It is hoped that over 5,000 finger labyrinths will be completed. Instructions: visit welcatg.org.

A COACH USA BUS HAS BEEN CHARTERED
For the Tenth Triennial Gathering
July 12-16, 2017
For the Women in the Greater Milwaukee Synod
SIGN-UP NOW TO ASSURED A SEAT ON THE BUS




Seating capacity is 56 … two across reclining seats, bathroom, heat/AC, and a PA system.
Cost of bus: $3,450.00 plus we pay for the driver’s lodging.
With this information in place we are charging $85 per person (this is contingent on a full bus) and also includes a
tip for the driver at the end of our trip.
 Pick-up spots are yet to be determined - we’ll travel to Minneapolis on Wednesday, July 12 th and return home on
Sunday, July 16th following the closing Worship Service.
 Please use the sign-up sheet below and send it to Donna Yourell, along with a $42.50 deposit with the final payment of $42.50 due Thursday, June 1, 2017.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------NAME_________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS———————————————————————————————————————————
CONGREGATION________________________________________________________________________________
 Enclosed is a check in the amount of $42.50 made payable to Women of the ELCA
Send to:

Donna Yourell
S70 W14846 Dartmouth Circle
Muskego, WI 53150

Questions regarding the Triennial Gathering or the bus trip may be directed to SWO President, Donna Yourell by a
phone call to 414-422-1837 or an e-mail to djyourell@yahoo.com
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DAYS for GIRLS … washable, fabric hygiene kits
Submitted by Sue Seidemann

If you read Linda Muth's blog in the September Gleanings, you read about the Mission of Healing and Wellness Fair put
on annually by the Salvadoran Lutheran Church and the Greater Milwaukee synod. Linda's blog told you about the need
for feminine hygiene kits for the women and teens in El Salvador. If you didn't read the article, I suggest that you take
the time to read it. Linda has made a goal of sending 2,000 of the kits (by January 15, 2017) to El Salvador for the Mission of Healing and Wellness Fair. To my knowledge, only Holy Cross in Menomonee Falls and Atonement in Muskego in our synod have committed to making the kits. Both of these congregations have committed to making 200 kits.
This number is far from the Linda's goal of 2,000, so it is hoped that more congregations will help Linda meet her goal.
If anyone would like some ideas, I'm sure the ladies of Holy Cross & Atonement would be willing to help more women
get started. Atonement meets once a month to work on the kits and Holy Cross has scheduled two Sunday afternoons so
far.
Because of the need for money to purchase fabric for the kits, your Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization Board has given $81.50 each to Holy Cross and Atonement to help with purchasing supplies. This money is the total of offerings given by the board members at each board meeting for the past year.
Your help is needed in order for Linda to make her goal. Please think about gathering your women together to make as
many kits as you are able. I'm hoping to get started at my church (St. Peter Lutheran Church in Sheboygan) even if we
can only make 25 kits. With all our help, the Mission of Healing and Wellness Fair will be able to give out 2,000 kits.
Questions may be directed to Sue Seidemann at 920-452-1634 or seidesue@charter.net … you may also go to the
DAYS for GIRLS web site for patterns.
FIVE TIPS FOR HOLDING A POP-UP

5. Or invite representatives from local non-profit organizations to speak. Choose causes that are important in your community or to your congregation.

By Elizabeth McBride

Pop-up events are popping up all around you - whether
they are pop-up bars, pop-up restaurants or pop-up museums dedicated to ice cream!

As women, we are always looking to create community.
The Café pop-up is a way to invite women to experience
what Women of the ELCA offers, while also strengthening
their spiritual journey.

Café pop-up events are opportunities for younger women
of faith to connect with each other. The events center on
issues addressed in Café (boldcafe.org). Women of the
ELCA’s on-line magazine written for and by younger
women. Each month, Café posts topical issues and faith
reflections.

If you hold a Café pop-up event, please let us know! We’d
love to hear about your event and promote it on social media. Learn about Café pop-up events at boldcafe.org under
the event tab.

Are there younger women in your church seeking conversations about faith? The Café pop-up might be one way
you can help.

Elizabeth McBribe (Elizabeth.mcbride@elca.org) is the
editor of Café and director for intergenerational programs.

“Reprinted with permission from Interchange, the churchwide newsletter of Women of the ELCA, Copyright ©
2016Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in AmerSelect a space that is easy to get to. If you live in an ica”.
urban area, find a church near public transportation. If
you live in the suburbs or in a rural area, choose a well
-known location with plenty of parking.
Promote your event. Personal invitations are always
the best, but you can also use Facebook events, other
social media, your congregation’s website or bulletin.
Offer light snack: food, sandwiches, desserts. You
could also provide wine or champagne.
Invite storytellers or someone willing to lead the discussion about the current issue of Café. Invite others
to share their stories about the topic as they are willing.
Host a Café pop-up at your church
Or another location near you

1.

2.
3.
4.
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Mystery Unraveled
THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS
From 1558 to 1829, Roman Catholics in England were not permitted
to practice their faith openly. Someone wrote this carol as a catechism song
for Catholics. It has two levels of meaning, a surface one and one known only
to members of the Church. Each element in the carol was a code for a religious reality, which all ages could remember.
8. The eight maids a-milking are the Beatitudes;
9. Nine ladies dancing are the nine fruits of the Holy
Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.
10. The 10 Lords a-leaping are the Ten Commandments;
11. The 11 pipers piping stand for the 11 faithful disciples;
12. The 12 drummers drumming symbolize the 12
Points of belief in the Apostles’ Creed or the 12 places
Jesus paused before crucifixion (known as the
Stations of the Cross).

1.
2.
3,
4.

The partridge in a pear tree is Jesus Christ;
Two turtledoves are the Old and New Testaments;
Three French hens stand for faith, hope and love;
The four calling birds are the gospels: Matthew,
Mark, Luke and John;
5. The five golden rings recall the Torah, the first five
Books of the Bible;
6. The six geese a-laying stand for the six days of
Creation;
7. Seven swans a-swimming represent the seven fold
Gifts of the Holy Spirit: prophecy, serving, teaching;
exhortation, contribution, leadership and mercy;

The Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization’s Board wishes you a

Blessed Holy Season … May the Christ Child be the center of your celebration
Donna
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As we move once more through the Christmas season,
may you allow yourself to move beyond the routine to dis- 
cover an understanding of what God seeks to communicate
through the celebration of his Son’s birth …
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Move beyond the hustle and bustle of busy days .. to
moments of quiet communion with the Lord of all life,
to discovery of your roots;
Move beyond the cookies, cakes and dinners with
family and friends … to recognition of our place in the
family of God and a concern of needy brothers and
sisters, to hear a call to share;
10

z
Rui

Cam

eron

Deb

ra B
urn
s

Pa m

Moving Beyond
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Move beyond the giving and receiving of gifts … to
thanks to God for his gift of a Son, to praise generosity
unlimited;
Move beyond the times of worship with carols and
candlelight … to the openness of the birth of Christ
within, to experience new life in you!
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