WomenELCA 2

Volume XXI1 Number 4
December 2019

barrings

In This Issue

President’s message.............. P. 1
Convention in Review............... P. 2
Bold Women’s Day................. P. 4
Quilts for LWR...................... P. 4
Triennial scholarship .............. P. 5
Triennial information............... P. 6
Treasurer’s page.........ooeeveenne P. 7
Triennial T-shirt Order Form...... P. 8
Triennial T-shirt info............... P. 9
A Candy Cane Song................. P. 10
Greetings from the SWO Bd....... P. 10
SWO Board Directory.............. P. 11
Gleanings Subscriptions........... P. 12

Purpose Statement

As a community of women
created in the image of God,
called to discipleship in Jesus
Christ and empowered by the
Holy Spirit,
we commit ourselves to
grow in faith,
affirm our gifts,
support one another in our callings,
engage in ministry and action, and
promote healing and wholeness
in the church,
the society, and
the world.

A Message from Our SWO President

As you know, fall has abruptly turned into winter in Wisconsin.
Leaves are still on some of the trees, but we’ve had snow and cold
temperatures already. This year the beginning of winter coming so
early has hit me and, probably, everyone else with a punch.

Something else that has disturbed me this fall has been the very low
turn-out to our synod convention in October.

As the SWO board realized that registrations were very low, some
of the board members wanted to cancel the convention. The board
was concerned about the fact that there weren’t enough women
coming to warrant two sessions of workshops, that it wasn’t fair to
the presenters to prepare for two workshops and only have a
handful of women attend them, and also the fact that there wouldn’t
be enough registrations to cover the costs of this convention.

The convention has a number of expenses of which you may not
be aware. The SWO board has to give honorariums to all of the
workshop presenters, the pastor who presides over the worship
service, the musician who plays the hymns we sing, the janitor, the
AV/sound person, the meal, the printing of all materials, housing
and meals for the churchwide representative, and other
miscellaneous costs.

I want you to know, also, that the board tries to keep the costs
down as much as possible. For instance, our musician rarely gets
paid the going rate. That person is almost always willing to receive
a lower than normal honorarium. The board needs your support!
We need to know what parts of the convention are important to you
so that we can provide all of you with an experience that will
educate, nurture, and uplift you. Please e-mail any one of us with
your thoughts.

Lastly, but most importantly, the SWO board wishes for all of you
to renew your faith during this wonderful season of thankfulness
and the joy of our Savior’s birth. We hope you enjoy this special
holiday with family and friends and that God blesses you and your
loved ones, not only during this Christmas season, but all year long.



SWO 32nd ANNUAL CONVENTION IN REVIEW

Barbara Tormondsen, Churchwide Representative

2



John Borgwardt, Keynote
speaker from Stephen
Ministries

Sue Seidemann, Lona Eubanks,
and Borgne McClelland,
Triennial voting members

2020 Synodical Board

Front: Sue Seidemann, Lona Eubanks, Cheryl
Isotalo, and Karen Hoffman

Back: Vicki Watkins, Laura Ruiz, Robin Fatla,
Pam Maschke, Donna Hallada

Absent: Victoria Mallak



LET’S GET OUR BOLD ON!
Bold Women’s Day is Sunday, February 23rd

Bold Women’s Day ... observed annually on the
fourth Sunday of February celebrates all Lutheran women
who have acted or are acting boldly on their faith in Jesus
Christ. In 2020, the day set aside to observe Bold
Women’s Day is Sunday, February 23rd, but you can plan
it on any day that works best for you and your
congregation.

How are you celebrating Bold Women’s Day?
You can start by visiting welca.org/bwd and downloading
our updated resources. The celebrate Bold Women’s
Day” resource, available in English and Spanish, offers a
starting point for planning your special day.

It is important to realize that women are bold in
different ways. Some women are bold in their unceasing
prayers. Other women are bold in their service to those in
need. Still other women are bold in their advocacy or
through their hospitality.

If you want to celebrate the day in your congrega-
tion, start with the section, “When you gather in
community,” which offers several ideas for observing

Bold Women’s Day. If you want to celebrate the day in
quiet contemplation and study, look at the section, “Ways
to celebrate on your own.”

We offer several resources on our website suitable
for observing Bold Women’s Day. Some of those in-
clude, “Finding Your Bold: An Icebreaker,” “A Bold Life
of Faith: Katharina von Bora Luther,” and two three-
session Bible studies, “Act Boldly for Mission” and “Act
Boldly for Health.”

The website also offers free downloadable certifi-
cates, promotional posters, bulletin ads and a Facebook
cover photo.

Whether we live out our bold story of faith in the
workplace, family home or community, our faith compels
us to make a difference in the lives of others. It’s all about
living out our baptismal call, about being a disciple of
Christ.

Let’s get our BOLD on!

“Reprinted with permission from Interchange, the churchwide newsletter
of Women of the ELCA, Copyright ©2018 Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.”

GREATER MILWAUKEE SYNOD SENDS QUILTS TO LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF

3 Congregations donated 329 quilts ... well done thou good and faithful servants with the nimble fingers

St. Olaf (Rubicon)............ccooiiiiiiiii e

58 School kits

St. Peter (Sheboygan)............c.oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

.............................................................. 86 quilts

......68 quilts

317 school kits ... 80 layettes ... 83 personal care kits

St. Stephen the Martyr (Greendale)...........................

308 school bags

.............................................................. 175 quilts

Although the number of units reporting is small, we’re sure that many more quilts were sewn and shared with

those in need in areas and organizations other than LWR.

THANK YOU to everyone who participated in this project ... whether you cut squares ... sewed the front and

back pieces together ... or if you donated needed materials.

In the past year we’ve seen so much devastation right here

in America with the hurricanes, fires etc. These quilts provide warmth and comfort to so many.
If your church is not listed here, please send your count to rlwfatla@gmail.com and we’ll include it in the March

issue of the Gleanings.

Ad—

At a loss for what to “gift” someone this “gifting” season?
ELCA GOOD GIFTS is the answer!
help grow the church, fight hunger, and transform lives.
choices in a variety of price ranges.

Your gift, given in someone’s name, will
There are a variety of
Go to ELCA.org/goodgifts
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Scholarship Application: Triennial Gathering 2020
Phoenix, Arizona DEADLINE — JANUARY 2, 2020

Greater Milwaukee Synod Women of the ELCA

Three scholarships of $325, plus registration of $275.00, which has been paid directly by SWO

Have membership in an ELCA congregation
Active in congregation’s Women of the ELCA Unit
Actively participating the Greater Milwaukee SWO and
In need of financial assistance for participation

Please Print:

Name: Telephone: ( )
Address:
(Street or Post Office Box) City State Zip
E-Mail: First Time Attendee? Yes ~ No
Church Name and City:
Age Range: (circle one) 18-25 26-35 36-45 46-55 Over 55

(Use the reverse side of this Form if more space is needed)

State your involvement with your church and the Women of the ELCA:

Your reasons for requesting scholarship support to attend the Triennial Gathering:

Why is attending the Triennial Gathering important to you?

When you return home, you are expected to write an article for the Gleanings, give a report to your local congregation
and/or congregational Women’s Unit, if asked, and to present a report to the Annual Convention of the Greater Mil-
waukee Synod Women of the ELCA.

Date: Signature:

Please complete and return this form by January 2, 2020 to:
Karen Hoffman
5302 Mansfield Dr.
Greendale, WI 53129
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Join the Women of the ELCA for the

Triennial Gathering

July 16-19, 2020 in Phoenix, Arizona

Following Jesus is messy.
Loving one another is justice.
We are not perfect.

We are one body in Christ.

Registration opened September 30. Early-bird
registration through January 6, 2020, is $325.
After that, registration is $375.

Contact information for WELCA:
Phone: 1-773-380-2730
Email: women.ELCA@elca.org
Website: womenoftheelca.org
Scholarship application is included on page S of this
newsletter.
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Receipts

Treasurer’s Report ... November 30, 2019

Actual YTD

2018Budget

Assets
Board Offerings $134.00 SWO Checking $12.17736
Cluster Funds $768.07 $0.00]  lswo Savings $6.196.87
Unit Offerings $3,079.68 $5,000.00 Mission Investment Fund $3,172.00
Total Assets $21,546.23
Convention Offering $1,805.00{  $2,500.00 -
- - - Designated Funds
Convention Registration (Synod) $2,390.00{  $4,000.00 172 Unit Offering $1.539.84
Special Event/Retreat Offering $0.00 $0.00 ———
Special Event/Retreat Registrations $0.00 $0.00| [Board Offering §134.00
Designated Income $0.00[  $1,000.00] [|Convention Offering $1,805.00
Miscellaneous $0.00 $500.00 Scholarship-Synod Convention $200.00
Total Receipts $8,176.75| $13,000.00 -Triennial Conv. $1,640.00
Disbursements -Other $200.00
Board Offering Disbursements $134.00 Triennial Promoter $0.00
Unit Offerings to CWO $1,539.84|  $2,500.00 Convention $2.009.36
Convention Offering Disbursement $1,805.00 $2,500.00 Mission Investment Fund $3.172.00
Retreat Offering Disbursement $0.00 0.00
Designated Expense $80.00 $300.00| |Unexpected Expense $0.00
Program I Mission Growth $0.00 $10.00| (Total Designated Funds $10,700.20
Program II Mission Community $0.00 $10.00
Program 111 Mission Action $0.00 $10.00| |Funds Available in Checking and sav- $7,674.03
Program IV & V Executive Com & Brd $373.82 $650.00| [Total Funds Available $7,674.03
Program VI Convention Committee $2,004.07|  $3,250.00
Program VII Clusters $919.07 $10.00
Program VIII Financial Matters $127.08 $150.00 Our Treasurer’s books do not close until Janu-
Program [X Newsletter $953.64]  $1,500.00 ary 31, 2020 so if your Unit hasn’t sent an offer-
Program X Special Events $0.00 $50.00 ing of record, please do so before that date. You
Program XI Scholarships -Synod Conv. $0.00 $200.00 know that 50% of all offerings immediately goes
-Triennial $0.00 $880.00 to Churchwide to carry out the work outlined in
-Other $0.00 $50.00 our “Purpose Statement” (please read that state-
Program XII Anti-Racism $0.00 $180.00 ment on the front cover of this Gleanings).
Program XIII Miscellaneous $50.00 $700.00 .
—— Our monies go where most of us can’t ... they
Triennial Promoter $0.00 $50.00 help in shelters ... feed the hunger and clothe
elp in she g
Total Disbursements $7,986.52| $13,000.00 those who shiver ... provide programming and
Mail UNIT offerings to: resources for Women of the Evangelical Lu-

Treasurer: Tori Mallak
132 S. 92" Street
Milwaukee, WI 53214

We give Thee but thine own,
What - e’er the gift may be;
All that we have is thine alone,
A trust, O Lord, from thee.

To comfort and to bless
To find a balm for woe.

To tend those lost in loneliness,
Is angels” work below.

theran Church in America and the list goes on.




Triennial T—Shirt Sign Up Sheet

Last Mam e First Mame Church Mailing Address Email Address Phone Humber X5 5§ M L XL 1xX2x 3% Total

Yourell Donna it lohn's 2F0wWlas4e Darmouth Crdedjvourell@vahoo. com 4.4-531-9641 1 1
Muskego, Wil 53150

[zrand Total 1 1




“Just Love” Triennial 2020

The Theme for Triennial Gathering in 2020
is “Just Love” to be held in Phoenix AZ.

The palette of deep purple and bright green
in the logo is reflective of the scenery of the
valley in the Phoenix area. Along with the
bright purple flowers and vibrant green
cacti. The turquoise color connects to the
history of native cultures in Arizona and
southwest region. Red signifies love. The
shade of red in our gathering logo is not one
of fire or caution, but rather one of joy.

Underneath we have added Greater Milwau-
kee to indicate the synod we are from.

We chose the blue for the shirt to work with
and have contrast with the other colors.

We will be selling them for Triennial, but
Any questions? you do not need to go to Phoenix to

Please contact represent Greater Milwaukee!! I will be
sending emails to those who ordered 2017.

Donna Yourell

414-422-1837 They are the same basic t-shirt we ordered
414-531-9641 for last Triennial so you will be able to judge
your size.

ELEVENTH TRIENNIAL CONVENTION
July 14, 2020—July 16, 2020
Phoenix, Arizona

It is during this time that the business of Women of the ELCA is transacted. At the recent Annual SWO Con-
vention on October 12th, Borgne McClelland and Lona Eubanks were elected to represent the Greater Mil-
waukee Synod. President Sue Seidemann will also be a voting delegate by virtue of her office. Churchwide
pays the expenses of our President and voting-members.

ELEVENTH TRIENNIAL GATHERING
July 16, 2020—July 19, 2020
Phoenix, Arizona

Who has already pre-registered for this event? These Gatherings are always fun and we learn so much. Yes,
Phoenix will be hot in July but the buildings are all air-conditioned. The SWO will provide four (4) scholar-
ships so start thinking now about attending. A scholarship application form is included in this newsletter.
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A Candy Cane Song

Sing to the familiar tune of
“Away In A Manger”

The candy cane tells me a story of LOVE,
How God sent His Son as a gift from above.

The “J" is for Jesus, my Savior and Friend.
He gives me a new life that never will end.

Now turn the J over and what do you see?
A staff for my Shepherd who takes care of me.

He is my Protector, my Shield, and my Guide.
He promised to always stay close by my side.

Red stripes are reminders of wounds Jesus bore:
From nails and the whip and the thorn crown He wore.

My Savior is sinless; the candy is white.
And when He forgives me, I'm holy and “RIGHT.”

Hard candy reminds me that Jesus is strong.
His love never fails to forgive every wrong.

Be joyful this Christmas. Don't fuss or complain.
Remember God's LOVE with this sweet candy cane.

€ Helen Haidle
www.SeedFaithBooks.com
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YOUR SWO BOARD WISHES YOU A BLESSED and HOLY CHRISTMAS SEASON
Kawew Hoffman Cheryl Isotalo
‘ M’W
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Robin Fatla Vicke W% Pouw Maschke
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Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President: Sue Seidemann (2021) Secretary: Laura Ruiz (2020)
Worship 3729 N. 12" Street Historian 171 N. 71* Street
Resource Sheboygan, WI 53083 Milwaukee, WI 53213
Books 920-452-1634 Cell: 920-946-1857 Cell: 414-704-7849
seidesue@Charter.net ruizim60@yahoo.com
St. Peter LC - Sheboygan Ascension LC - Milwaukee
Vice Pres: Karen Hoffman (2020) Treasurer: Victoria Mallak (2021)
5302 Mansfield Drive Finance Chair 132 S. 92™ Street
Greendale, WI 53129 Offerings Milwaukee, WI 53214
Cell: 414-421-9249 414-257-3315 Cell: 414-530-6884
ksh3231gw@sbcglobal.net vmallak@wi.rr.com
St. Stephen the Martyr LC - Greendale Martin Luther LC - Milwaukee
BOARD MEMBERS

Mission Team

Gleanings Editor

Mission Team

Anti-Racism

Convention
Chair

Convention
Intern

Cluster/Cong.

Liaison

Cheryl Isotalo (2021)

Robin Fatla (2021)
W62 N616 Washington Ave
Cedarburg, WI 53012

Cell: 262 339-8898
rlwfatla@gmail.com
St. John - Grafton

6333 W. Cleveland Ave.
West Allis, WI 53219
414-541-4236
cisotalo@yahoo.com

Nativity Lutheran - Milwaukee

Lona Eubanks (2021)
10260 W. Terra Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53224
414-368-3363
l.eubanks@sbcglobal.net
Incarnation LC - Milwaukee

Donna Hallada (2020)

1707 Garden Lane

West Bend, WI 53095

262-429-1323

drhallada@charter.net
Trinity Lutheran Church—West Bend

Vicki Watkins (2021)

1727 N. 53rd St. #1
Milwaukee, WI 53208

414 475-6967 (H)

414 610_8408 (C)
csmchaplain@aol.com
Village Church - Milwaukee

Pam Maschke (2020)

5271 S. 22™ Street

Milwaukee, WI 53221

414-282-3956 Cell: 414-526-6605
pamwald13@hotmail.com

St. Stephen the Martyr LC - Greendale
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Crew:

Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization
Website: www.greatermilwaukeeswo.org

Gleanings Mailing Crew

Chair: Julie Starks 414-483-0122 jastarks@earthlink.net

Nancy Sack 414-545-5434nsack@att.net

LaVerne Mueller 414-541-2103
billlaernem@gmail.com ...

Ruth Hoppe 421-281-5896 hppruth@sbcglobal.net

Joint Clusters I, 11, ITI, IV Nancy Sack
414-545-5434 nsack@att.net

Webmaster: Sandy Allen
allen.sjwerner@gmail.com (this is new)

Facebook Coordinator: Caitlin Vang
hiS.caitlin@gmail.com

Communications Chair: Julie Starks
414-483-0122

dhank you
We say good-bye with much gratitude, to Marilyn
Day, who has recently completed her term on the
board of the Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s
Organization. She has served with love, dedication,
and guidance from our Triune God and will be
missed. God’s blessings.

“Gleanings” is published four times each year
March, June, September and December

Articles for each publication should be submitted by
the first of February, May, August and November

Submit Gleanings articles to Robin Fatla
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PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY
DATED MATERIAL

NOTICE TO INDIVIDUAL GLEANINGS SUBSCRIBERS

Please look closely at your address sticker and take note of the numbers following your name. Those numbers
are the date that your Gleanings subscription will expire. If the letters “comp” follow your name that indicates
you are receiving a complimentary copy.

To receive an individual subscription mailed to your home, send $5 for a one-year subscription (4 copies) or
$9 for a two year subscription (8 copies). Make check payable to “Women of the ELCA” and mail your order
to Julie Starks, 3259 S. Swain Ct., Milwaukee, WI 53207-3107.

Name

Address

Congregational Unit

ANOTHER WAY TO RECEIVE THE GLEANINGS ... THIS IS FREE

You can receive the Gleanings free of charge via e-mail. To do this send your name and your e-mail address
to Julie Starks at jastarks@earthlink.net You may also access Gleanings through our new website at..........
www.greatermilwaukeeswo.org.
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