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As a community of women
created in the image of God,
called to discipleship in Jesus
Christ and empowered by the
Holy Spirit,
we commit ourselves to
grow in faith,
affirm our gifts,
support one another in our callings,
engage in ministry and action, and
promote healing and wholeness
in the church,
the society, and
the world.

I’m writing this at the beginning of November. We’ve just had a
whole week of temperatures in the seventies. The corona virus is
going stronger than ever with record numbers of people getting the
virus. We’ve just found out that we’ve elected Joe Biden to be our
new president. We’re rather impatiently waiting for the corona
virus to come to an end. Some of us are celebrating the election
and some of us aren’t. We’re anticipating a Thanksgiving without
our family gathering and for that matter, the same can be said for
our Christmas.
My church has given us a booklet with ideas for which we should
be thankful for the entire month of November. My son has posted
his thankful pictures on Facebook from last year. The
remembrances have been wonderful. I’m thankful for so many
things. Of course, my family and friends are first on the list. I’m
also thankful for the women who have been on the WELCA synod
board these last years and also those who have gone before us.
Most of all, I’m thankful that I have a loving and forgiving God
who cares and protects me every moment of my life.
When you will receive this it will be December and we will all be
preparing for our Christmas celebrations. They’re going to look a
bit different this year, but the Christ Child will still come on the
25th. In our unsure world, that’s the one thing of which we can be
assured. He comes to bring us Hope. Hope for the future, a future
without corona virus, a future for our country, a future with women
gathering together again to do God’s work in this world, and a
future with forgiveness for all.
Lastly, but most importantly, the SWO board wishes for all of you
to renew your faith during this wonderful season of thankfulness
and the joy of our Savior’s birth. We hope you enjoy this special
holiday and that God blesses you and you loved ones, not only
during this Christmas season, but all year long.

Sue Seidemann

DEAR FRIEND IN CHRIST - DEADLINE EXTENDED
Want to sustain the community that is a hallmark of
Women of the ELCA? Then join Dear Friend in
Christ, a unique letter-exchange project to which all
participants are invited.
How does it work?
1. Write a letter. Use the “Dear Friend in Christ” salutation. Fill a page or two, however you are inspired. Among other things, please share your thoughts on these questions: How is your faith in
Jesus Christ sustaining you during the global pandemic? What words of encouragement can you
offer the person who receives your letter?
2. You can handwrite or type the letter.
3. You could include a drawing, a photo, or a recipe, anything that fits into an envelope.
4. Offer up a prayer for the recipient.
5. You may include your mailing address in the letter if you do not wish to remain anonymous.
6. Print and sign the Dear Friend in Christ release form on the opposite page. If you don’t have access to a printer, please use our online form. We cannot exchange letters without a release.
7. Mail your letter and signed release form to Dear Friend in Christ, Women of the ELCA, 8765 W
Higgins Road, Chicago IL 60631. Deadline for mailing letters to the churchwide organization is
March 5, 2021 - due to the popularity of the program!!

What else do I need to know?
When you write to Dear Friend in Christ, your letter will be swapped with a letter from another
writer. They will get your letter; you will get their letter. The exchange is anonymous (unless
you provide your contact information), so you can share as little or as much information about
yourself as you like.
Dear Friend in Christ is open to all participants, although writers under 18 must have parental
consent. Download the release form.
Letters are paired at random, and we will try to match participants with someone in a different geographical part of the ELCA. Women of the ELCA staff read all letters before the exchange
happens.
Letters will be mailed to participants on a rolling basis, beginning in June 2020. We will continue
exchanging letters received through March 5, 2021
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RESOURCES

Lutheran women have a long
history of Bible study, discipleship, and desire to deepen their
spiritual life and learn about issues.
Women of the ELCA offers free, downloadable program resources—all in English and many in
Spanish—to help you grow in faith and engage in ministry and action.

womenoftheelca.org
Called to be political
Called to be Political explores the Christian
call and responsibility of civic engagement.
This updated and refreshed version of our
popular resource includes the reflection of
four Lutheran women on faith and politics.
Additional listings of current voting and advocacy resources are included.

Celebrating Bold Women’s Day
Celebrating Bold Women’s Day is full of ideas to make
your celebration special. Updated in 2017, the resource
will help you design an event just right for the women in
your congregation or community. Be creative. Instead of or
in addition to a group observance, women in your congregation can celebrate Bold Women’s Day individually. You’ll
find all this and more in this handy planning resource. Visit
our Bold Women’s Day page for promotional resources
and certificates.

I Am She
Our mission statement calls us to act
boldly. What does this mean? It means a variety of things, for boldness has a range of
voices. Some is bright and loud. Some
is firm and quiet. Do you know what is
your “best bold”? This program will help
you discover it and put it into action! I Am
She can be used in a congregational
setting, as a conference event, or as part
of a synodical convention. It could be
conducted over five to six weeks or as
a weekend retreat. So boldly claim your
boldness today, declaring, “I am she!”

Do you discuss your beliefs and values around giving together as a family? Have you ever asked your children if there
are places or causes they would like the family to make a
commitment to? This short resource has ideas to help you
start talking about giving with your family. It includes conversation starters, questions for personal reflection and ideas
on how to make giving a regular part of your children’s lives .

Kitchen Table Philanthropy

Need a Boost to Happiness? A Suggested Resource – Action for Happiness
By Julie Starks, jastarks39@gmail.com (new e-mail)
As a health teacher I found a website/app that promotes acts of happiness called “Action for Happiness”.
The ACTION part fits with my physical education and health background. Each month this group (based in
England) shares a themed calendar with suggestions for actions that can lead to happiness! November’s calendar was titled “New Ways November” encouraging us to try new things to break our routine. Examples
include “choose a different route and see what you notice on the way”, “Be curious. Learn about a new topic or an inspiring idea.”, “Give yourself a boost. Try a new way of being physically active.”, “Broaden your
perspective: read a different paper, magazine or site.”
They offer other resources as well, check it out!
The main website can be found at: https://www.actionforhappiness.org
The monthly calendars can be found at: https://www.actionforhappiness.org/calendars
Also follow them on Facebook and Twitter and a free Smartphone app!
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Treasurer’s Report … October 2020
Receipts
Board Offerings
Cluster Funds
Unit Offerings

Convention Offering
Convention Registration (Synod)
Special Event/Retreat Offering
Special Event/Retreat Registrations
Designated Income
Miscellaneous
Total Receipts
Disbursements
Board Offering Disbursements
Unit Offerings to CWO
Convention Offering Disbursement
Retreat Offering Disbursement
Designated Expense
Program I Mission Growth
Program II Mission Community
Program III Mission Action
Program IV & V Executive Com & Brd
Program VI Convention Committee
Program VII Clusters
Program VIII Financial Matters
Program IX Newsletter
Program X Special Events
Program XI Scholarships -Synod Conv.
-Triennial
-Other
Program XII Anti-Racism
Program XIII Miscellaneous
Triennial Promoter
Total Disbursements

Actual YTD 2020Budget
Assets
$220.00
$0.00 SWO Checking
$0.00
$0.00 SWO Savings
$1,597.80
$5,000.00 Mission Investment Fund
Total Assets
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$9.00
$0.00
$1,82680

$2,000.00
$3,500.00
$0.00
$0.00
$1,000.00
$500.00
$12,000.00

$85.00
$489.50
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$455.32
$0.00
$0.00
$1,200.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$2,229.82

$2,500.00
$2,000.00
0.00
$300.00
$10.00
$10.00
$10.00
$650.00
$3,250.00
$10.00
$150.00
$1,000.00
$50.00
$200.00
$880.00
$50.00
$180.00
$700.00
$50.00
$12,000.00

KATIE’S FUND
Raising up bold women of faith

$9,988.23
$6,206.28
$3,332.84
$19,527.35

Designated Funds
1/2 Unit Offering

$489.50

Board Offering
Convention Offering

$220.00
$0.00

Scholarship-Synod Convention
-Triennial Conv.
-Other
Triennial Promoter

$100.00
$2,290.00
$200.00
$0.00

Convention

$1,739.47

Mission Investment Fund

$3,332.84

Unexpected Expense
Total Designated Funds

$0.00
$8,371.81

Funds Available in Checking and savings

$7,822.70

Total Funds Available

$7,822.70

REMEMBER:
Your offerings, though may be somewhat
smaller, are still VERY important and
needed, by your Greater Milwaukee Synod
AND churchwide organizations.
Have your unit treasurer continue to send
what she can to help with the costs of
maintaining the organization
Mail UNIT offerings to:

Katie’s Fund is an endowment that
supports ministry in three areas: leadership development, global connections, and living theology. Katie’s Fund
is now more than $1 million. Women
of the ELCA established Katie’s Fund
in 1997 to honor the legacy of Katharina von Bora Luther, raise up bold leaders for the
churchwide women’s organization, and support
bold and creative ministry for generations to come.
Donation options at womenoftheelca.org/katiesfund
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Treasurer: Tori Mallak
132 S. 92nd Street
Milwaukee, WI 53214
We give Thee but thine own,
What - e’er the gift may be;
All that we have is thine alone,
A trust, O Lord, from thee.
To comfort and to bless
To find a balm for woe.
To tend those lost in loneliness,
Is angels’ work below.

Registration for 2021 Triennial gathering
is open at: welcatg.org
T-shirts are available for purchase!
The palette of deep purple and bright green in the logo is
reflective of the scenery of the valley in the Phoenix area.
Along with the bright purple flowers and vibrant green cacti.
The turquoise color connects to the history of native cultures
in Arizona and southwest region. Red signifies love. The
shade of red in our gathering logo is not one of fire or caution,
but rather one of joy.
Underneath we have added Greater Milwaukee to indicate the
synod we are from. We will be selling them for Triennial,
but you do not need to go to Phoenix to represent Greater
Milwaukee!!
They are the same basic t-shirt we ordered for last Triennial so
you will be able to judge your size.
Cost is $14.00

Please make your check
payable to
Greater Milwaukee
WELCA and mail to:
Donna Yourell
S70 W14846
Dartmouth Cir
Muskego, WI 53150
Any questions?
Donna Yourell
414-422-1837
414-531-9641
djyourell@yahoo.com

BEWARE!!

Observed annually on the fourth Sunday of February - February 23, 2020 - celebrates all Lutheran women who have acted or are acting boldThe scammers are at it again!
ly on their faith in Jesus Christ. Some women are
Be suspicious of e-mails coming from board members
bold in their unceasing prayers. Other women are
asking for money or gift cards
bold in their service to those in need. Still other
Please remember to hover over the sender of the e-mail to
women are bold in their advocacy or through
see that you recognize the address.
their hospitality. Whether we live out our bold
All of the board member’s e-mail addresses are listed on
story of faith in the workplace, family home or
page 11 of The Gleanings..
community, our faith compels us to make a difThe only e-mail you will receive asking for money, will be
ference in the lives of others. It’s all about living a reminder to send your offerings to Tori Mallak, Treasurer
out our baptismal call, about being a disciple of
If you do receive suspicious mail, supposedly from one of
Christ. Celebration resources available at:
the board members, please contact them to make them
www.womenoftheelca.org/bold-womens-day
aware of this scam.
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Build community with our
Faithful Friends program
Our community of women called to discipleship in Jesus Christ is built on a foundation of friendship, faithfulness, and
hope for our future together. But the
global COVID-19 pandemic is starting
to undermine that foundation. You can
help firm up our foundation of faith and
hope by joining “Faithful Friends”, our
monthly giving program.

“Faithful Friends” is an easy way for you to
support Women of the ELCA – automatically! You can start giving online right now.

HOW DOES IT WORK?
When you sign up for “Faithful Friends,”
you choose the amount to be automatically charged to your credit card or automatically withdrawn from your checking account.
“Faithful Friends” supports the Women of
the ELCA general fund, which makes it
possible for your churchwide organization
to act quickly and flexibly in response to
any need that may arise.
The prophet Isaiah tells us that God says,
“I am about to do a new thing” (43:19a).
And “Faithful Friends” is one way you can
help Women of the ELCA be ready for
whatever new thing God has in store.

TO GET STARTED GO TO:
https://community.elca.org/faithfulfriends

Homeless and hungry
Anything will help
God Bless

In your travels, have you encountered men or women
along the roadways or at traffic lights holding signs
similar to this? What were your thoughts and feelings as
you were stopped near them?
Did you avert your eyes? Did you feel compassion or
pity for them in their situation? How about
angry - not really sure if they were in need or just out to
scam drivers? Did you feel any guilt?
I know there are those who say, “Don’t give them any
money because you don’t know if they really need it or
they’re just going to spend it on alcohol or drugs.”
This may be true, but we’ve been commanded by Jesus
Christ to help those in need when asked. If they are
indeed scamming me - it is not for me to judge - the
Lord will take care of that on the last day. I’m
commanded to help a neighbor in need.
As a school bus driver in the city of Milwaukee, I
encounter these brothers and sisters on a daily basis and
I decided I could help them out with a “Blessing Bag”.
Some years ago, I read about a congregation that
distributed “Blessing Bags” - a bag holding various
items that could be used by needy brothers and sisters.
I decided this was something I could do for the folks I
meet during my day - and something you could do too!
I carry a bag in my school bus and one in my car at all
times - ready to help out.
I use a gallon size ziplock bag to help keep items dry
and I include a pair of warm socks, a protein bar, a
small bottle of water, travel size toothbrush and paste, a
travel size bar of soap, washcloth, hand warmers and $5.
Consider trying this yourself. A small showing of
compassion and no more guilt! The better you make
someone else feel, the better you’ll feel.

Robin Fatla

Gleanings editor
SWO board member - Mission Team
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There is Hope Through the Darkness
Learn about the implications that COVID-19 may have on human trafficking, what you can do to help and how to protect
your children. With the widespread impact of this pandemic,
join Kristina Glackin, Program Coordinator and Jarrett Luckett

Ash Wednesday
February 17, 2021

Executive Director as they share their insight from over
10 years of experience in the human trafficking field on
why COVID might increase human trafficking..
www.exploitnomore.org
www.theelevatedchef.org

About Bold Café
Café is an online magazine and podcast for and
The women at Nativity Lutheran Church in Wauwatosa,
with young adult women who identify as Lutheran
donated 350 quilts and 75 school kits to
or not.
Lutheran World Relief
If your unit was still able to support LWR during this
Café shares stories written by bold young pandemic, please send your numbers to me for future
publication...rlwfatla@gmail.com
women who write about faith, relationships,

advocacy and more. Readers and writers
of Café include pastors, seminary and
college students, and other young adult
women who use Café as a Bible study
resource individually or with a group.
Although many women in their 20s and 30s
contribute in every issue, Café can be used
and shared by women of all ages.
www.boldcafe.org

8

In a garden steeped in Milwaukee’s racist past, Black residents find a
salve for weary spirits
Venice Williams shows off the healing herbs in Alice’s Garden, one of the few places in
Milwaukee’s predominantly Black northwest side where people can retreat to reflect, mourn
and comfort themselves.

1972– A garden is established in the space on 21st and Garfield.
2001-Alice Meade-Taylor, longtime advocate for urban community programs within Mil
waukee, passes away and the garden on Garfield finally receives it’s name: Alice’s Garden.
2004-Milwaukee Youth and Venice Williams collaborate to start Seedfolk Youth Ministries, which worked towards expanding activities and events within the garden.
2005-For 5 years following the Johnson Park initiative, the Center for Resilient Cities fundraises to rehabilitate Alice’s
Garden for improved use.
2014-Venice Williams becomes the first executive director of Alice’s Garden
Today-Alice’s Garden has become a dream come true for the neighborhood residents and the many people and organizations whose hands and visions have made the garden the jewel that it is today. This is due to the many projects, workshops, and events held that connect the community with one another.

Work gloves line a table at Alice’s Garden. The community farm has more than 100
parcels that Milwaukee residents rent to grow food, flowers and herbs.

Alice’s Garden is a rare oasis in Milwaukee’s historically Back northwest side, which
has few public places for people to reflect. This part of Milwaukee, a city of 592,000
that’s 44% Black, is known as one of the most inhospitable in the nation for Black people because of the high poverty and incarceration rates, widespread joblessness and struggling schools. Empty lots that
once belonged to working-class Black households line some of the streets that surround the garden.

Anthony Courtney enjoys an evening in Alice’s Garden, a community gathering
place where he says there’s “no drama” and where Milwaukee residents of all
backgrounds can feel welcome. “You’ve got people coming in peace. You
don’t have no drama out here. You walk outside these doors, you’ve got drama.”

Talk of politics and other tense subjects, takes a back seat to yoga sessions on the grassy lawn, lessons in urban farming
and classes on coping with grief. Growing on the 120 parcels are rows of beans and kale, collards and corn, orange calendula, fragrant lavender and different varieties of mint. A meditation labyrinth paved with stones, spirals inward along
a path overgrown with shrubs, offering a space to get lost in one’s own thoughts or lay down burdens.
In a society with a history of treating Black people and other people of color as if they don’t belong, Venice wants them
to know that in this garden, they don’t have to doubt it.
“We grow community, we grow friendships, we grow families. It’s got to be more than food sometimes.”
Venice Williams has presented workshops at past GMS Women’s Conventions.
Portions of this article were copied from an article written by Tyrone Beason of the Los Angeles Times - October 2020
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How Can We Keep Women of the ELCA from Becoming
a Parking Lot?
by Jody Smiley
I think we should always learn something from our experiences, even if it is during a
global pandemic. I have found that there is only so much binge-watching your mind (and rear
end) can take but like anything, you can increase your endurance with a little training.
It took some experimenting, but I was able to determine the optimum time to go to the grocery
store to find toilet paper in stock. Who knew it would be as valuable as gold!
I learned that I like working in my lab much more than working in my yard. Maybe most alarming is that I have found that no matter how hard you try, you can’t hide your “turkey” neck
when you are on Zoom.

COMMUNITY IS KEY
Most importantly, this time of social distancing has made me realize just how much community means to me.
I have genuinely missed meeting in person with my WELCA group, and I was sad that we
could not meet in Phoenix this summer. I was so looking forward to seeing women that have
met over the years. Any of you who know me know that I am not a big hugger, but I miss the
hugs I get when we gather as sisters in Christ.
There is a line in Joni Mitchell’s “Big Yellow Taxi” (warning if you listen to it, you may not be
able to get the tune out of your head) that says, “They paved paradise and put up a parking
lot.”
These last few months have me thinking what if this pandemic paved over Women of the
ELCA, and it went away? It became just a parking lot. For me, there would be a longing for
that community of women I have grown so very close to. I think many of us feel the same way.

SUPPORT OUR MINISTRIES
These thoughts have made me more determined to do what I can to support our ministries. I
am encouraging women to continue to give an offering to their unit and synodical organizations as they are able. And I hope you will prayerfully consider becoming a Faithful Friend.
I am pledging to increase my giving to all the expressions of Women of the ELCA, and this
fall, I am going to send a personal Thankoffering since my unit will not be meeting. I already
subscribe to Gather magazine. How about you? Please join me and keep us from becoming
just another parking lot.
Jody Smiley is a soon-to-be-retired environmental analytical chemist at Virginia Tech in
Blacksburg, Va. She is also president of the Virginia Synodical Women’s Organization. Jody
was vice president of Women of the ELCA’s executive board from 2014-2017
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Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President:
Worship
Resource
Books

Sue Seidemann (2021)
3729 N. 12th Street
Sheboygan, WI 53083
920-452-1634 (H)
920-946-1857 (C)
seidesue@Charter.net
St. Peter - Sheboygan

Vice Pres:

Karen Hoffman (2020)
5302 Mansfield Drive
Greendale, WI 53129
414-421-9249 (C)
ksh3231gw@sbcglobal.net
St. Stephen the Martyr - Greendale

Secretary:
Historian

Laura Ruiz (2020)
171 N. 71st Street
Milwaukee, WI 53213
414-704-7849 (C)
ruizlm60@yahoo.com
Ascension - Milwaukee

Treasurer:
Finance Chair
Offerings

Victoria Mallak (2021)
132 S. 92nd Street
Milwaukee, WI 53214
414-257-3315 (H)
414-530-6884 (C)
vmallak@wi.rr.com
Martin Luther - Milwaukee

BOARD MEMBERS
Mission Team
Robin Fatla (2021)
Gleanings Editor W62 N616 Washington Ave
Cedarburg, WI 53012
Cell: 262 339-8898
rlwfatla@gmail.com
St. John - Grafton
Mission Team

Anti-Racism

Cheryl Isotalo (2021)
6322 W. Cleveland Ave.
Milwaukee, WI
414 541-4236 (H)
414 975-2089 ©
cisotalo@yahoo.com
Nativity - Wauwatosa

Cluster/Cong.
Liaison

Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization
Website: www.greatermilwaukeeswo.org
Gleanings Mailing Crew

Chair: Julie Starks 414-483-0122 jastarks39@gmail.com
Crew:

Donna Hallada (2020)
1707 Garden Lane
West Bend, WI 53095
262-429-1323 (C)
drhallada@charter.net
Trinity - West Bend

Convention
Intern

Vicki Watkins (2021)
1727 N. 53rd St. #1
Milwaukee, WI 53208
414 475-6967 (H)
414 610_8408 (C)
vwatkins1727@gmail.com
Village Church - Milwaukee

Nancy Sack 414-545-5434nsack@att.net
LaVerne Mueller 414-541-2103
billlaernem@gmail.com …

Lona Eubanks (2021)
10260 W. Terra Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53224
414-368-3363
l.eubanks@sbcglobal.net
Incarnation - Milwaukee

Convention
Chair

Pam Maschke (2020)
5271 S. 22nd Street
Milwaukee, WI 53221
414-282-3956 (H)
414-526-6605 (C)
pamwald13@hotmail.com
St. Stephen the Martyr - Greendale

Ruth Hoppe 421-281-5896 hppruth@sbcglobal.net
Joint Clusters I, II, III, IV Nancy Sack
414-545-5434 nsack@att.net
Webmaster: Sandy Allen
allen.sjwerner@gmail.com (this is new)
Facebook Coordinator: Caitlin Vang
hi5.caitlin@gmail.com
Communications Chair: Julie Starks
414-483-0122
jastarks39@gmail.com

Your sisters in Christ wish you and
your family, a blessed Christmas
and prayers for a
BETTER new year!
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Greater Milwaukee Synodical Organization
3259 S. Swain Court
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Address Service Requested
PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY
DATED MATERIAL

NOTICE TO INDIVIDUAL GLEANINGS SUBSCRIBERS
Please look closely at your address sticker and take note of the numbers following your name. Those numbers
are the date that your Gleanings subscription will expire. If the letters “comp” follow your name that indicates
you are receiving a complimentary copy.
To receive an individual subscription mailed to your home, send $5 for a one-year subscription (4 copies) or
$9 for a two year subscription (8 copies). Make check payable to “Women of the ELCA” and mail your order
to Julie Starks, 3259 S. Swain Ct., Milwaukee, WI 53207-3107.
Name____________________________________________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________________________
Congregational Unit________________________________________________________________________
ANOTHER WAY TO RECEIVE THE GLEANINGS … THIS

IS FREE

You can receive the Gleanings– IN COLOR! - free of charge via e-mail. To do this send your name and your
e-mail address to Julie Starks at jastarks@earthlink.net You may also access Gleanings through our new
website at……….
www.greatermilwaukeeswo.org.
“Gleanings” is published four times each year:

March, June, September and December

Articles for each publication should be submitted by the first of February, May, August and November
to Robin Fatla - rlwfatla@gmail.com
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