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As a community of women

created in the image of God,
called to discipleship in Jesus
Christ and empowered by the

Holy Spirit,

we commit ourselves to
grow in faith,
affirm our gifts,

support one another in our callings,
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engage in ministry and action, and

promote healing and wholeness

in the church,
the society, and
the world.

Above all, love each other deeply, because love
Covers over a multitude of sins ... I Peter 4:4

29" ANNUAL SWO CONVENTION
Saturday, October 15, 2016

Trinity Lutheran Church
140 N. 7™ Avenue
West Bend, Wisconsin 53095

Early Bird Registration is now open
(see registration form on page 2)

Over-night lodging will be available at the Country Inn &
Suites located at 2000 Gateway Court in West Bend. A
room with 2-queen beds is $109 ... A standard king bed is
$104. Reservations received after 9/14/2016 will be on a
space available basis only but the discount rate will be

available.
Questions about lodging ... call Caitlin Vang:414-343-9486



Registration Form

Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization 29 Annual Convention

“BOLD WOMEN LOVE”
Theme Verse: I Peter 4:8

Saturday, October 15, 2016
Registration begins at 7:30 AM ... Opening Worship begins at 8:30 AM

Trinity Lutheran Church
140 N. 7™ Avenue
West Bend, Wisconsin 53095

Early Bird Registration (must be postmarked by Wednesday, August 17, 2016 ... $50.00)
Beginning Thursday, August 18" Registration will be $60.00

There are no registration refunds ... you can, however, transfer your registration to another person

Do you have any special needs or dietary requests?

Send this form (which may be duplicated as necessary) and a check made payable to the Women of the EL.CA to:

Jan Fox, Registrar
4130 South Carnaby Lane
New Berlin, WI 53151
262-782-5680

All registrations will be acknowledged by e-mail, if e-mail address is provided.
Checkone: [ ] Iam a Voting Member [ ] Iam not a Voting Member
(Registration deadline is Saturday, September 10, 2016)

Name Phone

Address

City State Zip

E-Mail Address

Your Church City

Is Child Care Needed yes no
If answer is yes ... what is the age of the child/children

By registering for this event, you give Women of the ELCA permission to use your image (picture) & comments
in educational, informational and promotional materials in a variety of media, including electronic media.



NOMINATION FORM FOR SWO BOARD POSITIONS

For our SWO to function to its fullest potential, and carry out our Mission Statement, YOU ARE NEEDED to step for-
ward and volunteer your services or be prepared to say “YES” when contacted to serve on the Board. During the busi-
ness session of our 2016 Convention we will elect a new Vice-President (Jan is not eligible to be re-elected), a Secretary
and Executive Board Members to fill the slots of one person for the Mission Team; one person for the Anti-Racism
Team and someone to serve as the Convention Intern. Prayerfully search your soul, think of your gifts and be prepared
to say “YES” when contacted to serve our God and the women in the Greater Milwaukee Synod and beyond.

Positions needed to be filled in 2016

Vice-President (2 year term) Secretary (2 year term) Executive Board Members (2 year terms)

Name of Nominee

Address of Nominee

Street City Zip Code
Home Phone ( ) Work Phone ( )
Age Range
34 or under 35-49 50-64 65 or older

Ethnic Racial Heritage
Native American Asian Black Caucasian Hispanic other

Primary Language besides English

Name of Congregation

Address of Congregation
Street City Zip Code

Experience Beginning with the most recent, please list significant experience in each area:
Occupational History

Local Congregation Women’s Unit/Cluster/Synodical or Churchwide Women’s Organization or local ELCA Congregation/ELCA

Cluster, Synod/Churchwide

Other organizations

Special Gifts and Talents

Form Submitted by:

Name Address Phone Number

Name/Address of Congregation
Note: Only one name may be submitted per congregation, Please obtain permission before submitting nominee’s name.

Please return this form by August 1, 2016 to one of the co-chairs of the Nominations Committee

Carole Ropel

N22 W24233 A Range Line Road

Pewaukee, WI 53072
e-mail: caroleropel@wi.rr.com
Phone: 262-523-4130

Betty Warber

6517 Williamsburg Way
Mt. Pleasant, WI 53406
e-mail: betty@warber.net
Phone: 262-886-8918



A Message from the Synodical Women’s Organization President

I Love Facebook! When I first joined the social media giant, I started searching for all my WELCA sisters from all over
the United States. I always would look forward to seeing them every three years. Now, I am in contact with some of my
WELCA Sisters and you know, we still have so much to talk about when we finally hug at the Triennial.

Through Facebook, we are able to follow the good times and bad. We offer encouragement. We celebrate the wins, like
the last chemo/radiation treatments, new jobs, quit smoking, new babies/grandchildren. We mourn the loss of friends,
parents, husbands, and pets.

I had a best friend in High School, I haven’t seen in years. We started messaging/talking and it all came rushing back
like swinging in the backyard. She brings me back to a time when we were 14. She still lives in my hometown, which I
left 39 years ago and is still the funniest person I know, instead of Laughing Out Loud in person, we LOL on Face-
book!!

Greater Milwaukee SWO has a Facebook Group and Page. Convention Intern, Caitlin Vang is the administrator. She
brings you articles from the Gather magazine, Café, Women of the ELCA and other stories. Check it out!

Ephesians 2:11 For we are Gods handiwork, created in Christ to do good works, which God prepared in advance for
us to do.

BOLD WOMEN LOVE will be Greater Milwaukee’s Synodical Women’s Convention. The convention will be held
October 15" 2016 at Trinity Lutheran Church in West Bend.

Betty Warber and Carole Ropel have agreed to serve as Co-Nominations Chairs. Mary Ellen Kiesner has agreed to be
our Elections Chair. Thank you for your time and gifts.

This year, we will be electing a Vice President, Secretary, one for our Mission Team, one for our Anti-Racism Team,
Convention Intern. Please, when the Nominations Chairs call, prayerfully consider the opportunity to serve with the
Women of the ELCA.

All the forms for the convention are in the Gleanings, please make copies and share!

There is an article on the Flint Water Crisis in this issue, as Greater Milwaukee Women of the ELCA, we stand with our
sisters in Christ going through the tragedy of the undrinkable or useable water. We are asking for donations to support
the SE Michigan Synod Women of the ELCA. Please read the article and donate.

God’s Grace and Blessings to you,

Donna Yourell



Treasurer’s Report ... April 30, 2016

Receipts Actual YTD [2016Budget Assets
Board Offerings $52.00 SWO Checking $11130.10
Cluster Funds $535.00 $0.00||[SWO Savings $6,185.46
Unit Offerings (23 units) $612.25|  $6,000.00||Certificate of Deposit (moved to MIF $0.00
Mission Investment Fund $2,996.46
Total Assets $20,312.02
Convention Offering $0.00]  $2,500.00
Convention Registration (Synod) $0.00{  $4,000.00 Designated Funds
Special Event/Retreat Offering $0.00 $200.00||1/2 Unit Offering $0.00
Special Event/Retreat Registrations $0.00 $400.00(|Board Oftering $52.00
Designated Income $0.00 $1,000.00||Campus Ministries $0.00
Miscellaneous $0.00 $480.00{|Convention Offering $0.00
Total Receipts $1,199.25| $14,580.00 Scholarship-Synod Convention $100.00
Disbursements “Triennial Conv. $1760.00
Board Offering Disbursements $0.00 Retreat $200.00
Unit Offerings to CWO $0.00{  $3,000.00 Triennial Promoter $286.32
Convention Offering Disbursement $0.00{  $2,500.00
Retreat Offering Disbursement $0.00 Convention $2,732.57
Designated Expense $0.00 $1,000.00 Mission Investment Fund $2,996.46
Program I Mission Growth $0.00 $25.00|[Unexpected Expense $325.00
Program II Mission Community $0.00 $25.00(|Total Designated Funds $8452.35
Program III Mission Action $0.00 $25.00||Funds Available in Checking and sav-
Program IV & V Executive Com & Brd $75.65 $750.00]|ings $8,863.21
Program VI Convention Committee $0.00  $4,000.00(/Total Funds Available $8,676.85
Program VII Clusters $0.00 $25.00
Program VIII Financial Matters $55.11 $150.00 STEWARDSHIP CORNER
Program IX Newsletter $314.00 $1,200.00 )
- Our Offering
Program X Special Events $0.00 $200.00
Program XI Scholarships -Synod Conv. $0.00 $200.00|  The giving of our offering is rooted in John 3:16:
-Triennial $0.00 $880.00|  “For God so loved the world that he gave his only
-Retreat $0.00 $200.00| son, that whosoever believes in him shall not per-
Program XII Anti-Racism $0.00 $50.00| ish but have eternal life”.
Program XIII Miscellaneous $550.00 $200.00
Triennial Promoter $0.00 $150.00 Our offering then is given in response to this gift
Total Dishursements $994.76] $14.580.00 that we call Grace. God gave us this gift because

Convention Offering

Convention Offerings come from Congregational Units as well

as individual gifts.

The 2016 Convention Offering will be divided this way:

One half (1/2) to Churchwide WELCA
(this helps with our Church-at-large ministries)

One-fourth (1/4) to SE Michigan Women of the ELCA
(Flint Water Crisis)

One-fourth (1/4) will stay in our Treasury
(this helps with our own ministries)

he loves us, not because of our righteousness.
Paul wrote, “...while I was yet a sinner Christ died

',,

for me

God gave us this free gift, therefore our

offering should also be free, freely given and giv-
en freely, free of conditions, free of expectations,
free of pride, and free of ulterior motives.

God’s grace comes to us in our worship services.
We confess and receive absolution; we worship
and praise; we hear the word and it is interpreted
for us; we express our faith in the words of the
Creed; and then we present our offering in re-
sponse to God’s love. As Christians forgiven and
full of grace, we are free to be givers of our love
and time and possessions for Jesus’ sake.




NOMINATION FORM FOR TRIENNIAL CONVENTION VOTING MEMBERS
JULY 11-13, 2017
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA

Name of Nominee

Address of Nominee

Street City Zip

Telephone Number E-Mail

Name and City of Congregational Unit submitting this Nomination:

Check all that applies to the Nominee:

Age of Nominee ( ) Under40 ( ) Over 40

() First time delegate to the Triennial

() Woman of Color or primary language other than English
() Active in a Women of the ELCA Congregational Unit
() Active as a Cluster Leader

() Active as a Synodical Women’s Organization Leader

Experience: Beginning with the most recent, list the nominee’s experience for the last 5 years.

Local Congregational Women’s Unit

Cluster Leader

Synodical Leader

Form submitted by:

Name Church Unit
Telephone e-mail

Note: Our constitution states that each Unit may submit only one nomination and that a nominee is limited to serve as a
delegate for two consecutive Triennial Conventions.

During the business meeting of the annual SWO Convention on October 15, 2016, three Synod Voting Members will
be elected for the 2017 Triennial Convention. Our SWO president is a voting member by virtue of the office. The Tri-
ennial Convention is held just before the Triennial Gathering. Voting Members will have their round trip travel cost
paid by Churchwide, as well as their lodging and meals during the Convention. If the delegate chooses to stay for the
Triennial Gathering, Thursday, July 13 through Sunday July 16, 2017, the registration, lodging and meals will be at the
individual’s own expense. Please submit a nominee from your congregational unit by Friday, dugust 26, 2016 sent to
one of the co-nomination Chairs:

Carole Ropel (262-523-4130) Betty Warber (262-886-8918)
N22 W24233 A Range Line Road 6517 Williamsburg Way
Pewaukee, WI 53072 Mt. Pleasant, W1 53406
caroleropel@wi.rr.com betty@warber.net



Registration open September 6, 2016

Carole LaFond as been appointed to serve as our
2017 Triennial Organizer

Triennial goers ... Carole’s information that you need to keep:
e Address: 3902 W. Leah Ave ... Franklin, WI 53132-8358
e Phone #: 414-421-9488

e E-mail Address: jelcal@aol.com

If you pre-registered during the 2014 Triennial, please let Carole know so she
can keep in touch with you.

RELAX, UNWIND, COLOR!

BY LINDA POST BUSHKOFSKY - EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF WOMEN OF THE ELCA

Paul might have told the Corinthians that he’d given up childish ways once he became an adult (1 Corinthians 13:11),
but lucky for me, that adage doesn’t apply to coloring books. That’s right, [—and a few hundred thousand other adults
have reclaimed the childhood joy of coloring.

Hopping on the adult coloring bandwagon, Women of the ELCA has created a coloring sheet based on our Tenth Trien-
nial Gathering logo - “All Anew”. The sheet can be used in different ways depending upon the size of the group

you’re addressing. If you’re meeting with a circle or small group (say, fewer than 20 women), you could have the sheet
out for people as they arrive, invite them to start coloring, and once everyone is present, do a blessing over the coloring
and the Triennial, and let people continue to color while your talk.

Participating in an inter-generational mother/daughter/friend event? This would be a wonderful activity for everyone. In
a larger group you could include the coloring sheet as a take-home handout (with encouragement that they copy it and
share with others in their congregation, for example).

Of course, you could use the “All Anew” coloring sheet alone, too.

What’s the appeal of coloring for adults? By coloring, people can relax, unwind, reduce anxiety, and even practice mind-
fulness. One coloring enthusiast says it’s a “way to unplug and reset our brains”. Coloring adds creativity and art to your
life, especially for those who don’t feel particularly artistic.

Coloring can take on the nature of a spiritual discipline, especially if you combine it with prayer.

Use the “All Anew” coloring sheet to pray for the planners and presenters at the Triennial Gathering. Pray for those
who attend and those who make it possible for others to attend. Share it with your friends and invite them to come with
you to the Triennial Gathering.

This article was copied from the Women of the ELCA web-site. Go to www.womenoftheelca.org to read more and get the coloring sheets.



RESOLUTIONS

Among the benefits of participating in Women of the

ELCA is the opportunity to have a voice in determining the

activities and direction of the organization. Where we go

and what we do as a churchwide organization and as a syn-

odical organization is very much up to you. A resolution

should be thought of as:

e A way to participate in the democratic process and
have your voice heard.

¢ A means of educating women about a particular need
or concern.

e A vehicle for inspiring others to take a particular ac-
tion.

Resolutions are your voice! At our 2016 Annual SWO
Convention any member may offer a resolution. If, at all
possible, resolutions should be submitted prior to the Con-
vention and should be addressed to SWO President, Donna
Yourell (you will find her address and e-mail address on
page 11 of this Gleanings). Donna will give any resolu-
tions to the Resolutions Committee who will review them
and prepare recommendations for the voting members at
the Annual SWO Convention on October 15, 2016.

The goal of a resolutions is to inform and educate the readers so that they are inspired to take action and approve the
resolution. Therefore, every resolution should have a clear and concise title and address only one issue. A resolution

begins with WHEREAS:

The second portion of the resolution states the action proposed in order to address what you identified in the WHERE-
AS portion. When writing the RESOLVED section, a guide to keep in mind is that this section ought to be able to
stand on its own - you shouldn't have to refer back to the WHEREAS section.

WHEREAS: and
WHEREAS: and
WHEREAS: THEREFORE BE IT
RESOLVED: and be it further
RESOLVED: and be it further
RESOLVED: and be it finally

PRAYER PARTNER OPPORTUNITIES

Submitted by Carole Ropel, Congregational Liaison

In the March, 2016 issue of the Gleanings, you read an article inviting you and other members
of your congregation to become a Prayer Partner with a woman or girl from a generation
younger than your own. It’s an easy thing to do; select an individual and explain to her that
there is an intergenerational Prayer Partner initiative going on within the Women of the ELCA
and would she be willing to be partners with you. With a positive response, lift up that indi-
vidual in your daily prayers in whatever way is appropriate for her.

We’d like to hear from you as to how this initiative is being received by your congregation. Is it working? What are
your thoughts or ideas to enhance the effort of Prayer Partners? Send your replies/comments to Carole Ropel at

caroleropel@wi.rr.com

O thou by whom we come to God, The Life, the Truth, the Way,
The path of prayer thyself hast trod: Lord, teach us how to pray. Amen.
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Dear Sisters in Christ:

Our Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton has called us
to remember that we are the church together. Sis-
ters, Women of the ELCA is one way we are inten-
tionally women of the church together. We believe
that women are called to make a difference in the
world.

You are aware of the water crisis in the Southeast
Michigan Synod, specifically in Flint,

MI. Donations of bottles of water have been helpful however, disposal of the empty bottles have caused a crisis for the
landfills. The Greater Milwaukee Synod Women are asking Congregational Units to support Southeast Michigan Synod
Women of the ELCA in providing financial donations to support the long process of obtaining drinkable water.

Brita Faucet Mount Systems[] ($35)

Zero Water 23 Cup Pitcher ($40)

Hand Sanitizer — for basic hand cleaning

PUR MaxIon Advanced Faucet Water Filter ($35)

Filtration Systems that are certified against NSF/ANSI standards 53, such as:

PUR MaxIon Faucet Mount Replacement Water Filter (approx. $30 for two)
Whole House systems for residents (estimated costs at $10,000 ea.)

On March 19, 2016, the Greater Milwaukee Synodical Board responded to this request to walk together with the women
of the Southeast Michigan Synod by authorizing our treasurer to immediately issue a check in the amount of $500 to the

Southeast Michigan Synod Women of the ELCA.

While that will help somewhat, we feel we can do more if we act together. So, the Greater Milwaukee Synod Women of
the ELCA Board is issuing a challenge to the many women’s groups in each congregation of this synod to match the
board donation by contributing at least $500 to support purchase of the above listed items to lessen the water crisis in
the Southeast Michigan Synod. Please share this request with the women in your circles, groups, and units. Send your
congregational units' donations to our GMS Treasurer Nancy Sack, 2013 S. 97" Street, West Allis, WI 53227. Make
the check out to Women of the ELCA. We would like to complete our collection and send our contribution to the

Southeast Michigan Synod unit by July 1*.

Thanking you for your generosity in being Women of the Church together for our sisters in the Southeast Michigan

Synod.

Walking Together in God’s Amazing Grace and Love
Greater Milwaukee Synod Women of the ELCA

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES
Both from High School and College

It is of interest that the name given to graduation
ceremonies is “commencement”. This word signi-
fies not an ending, but the “act of beginning”. It
refers to the beginning of the next phase of life, for
which the educational process has prepared us.
That new phase may be additional education, a full
time job, marriage or a combination of these, but
whatever that next phase is, there is a real sense in
which the end is also the beginning.

To female graduates: The Greater Milwaukee Syn-
odical Women’s Organization invites and encour-
ages you to check out the Women of the ELCA.

Anti-Racism: In 2015, ELCA Presiding Bishop Eliza-
beth Eaton encouraged all ELCA Lutherans and congre-
gations to start having conversations about race. Women
of the ELCA applauds this idea; we have been having
helpful conversations about racial justice since 1997.

The cornerstone of a conversation about race is who we
are and whose we are. We gather as community before a
forgiving and loving God. As a church, we have made
certain commitments of faith to God and with each other.
It is within such commitments and such graces that we are
able to have helpful conversations about race.

Taken from one of our Women of the ELCA resources,
How to have a helpful conversation about Race in the
Church ... go to www.womenoftheelca.org for a full copy.
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Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President: Donna Yourell (2017) Secretary: Karen Hoffman (2016)
Worship S80 W14846 Dartmouth Circle Historian 5302 Mansfield Drive
Resource Muskego, WI 53150 Greendale, WI 53129
Books 414-422-1837 Cell: 414-531-9641 414-421-9249  Cell:
djyourell@yahoo.com gmswosecretary@gmail.com
St. John LC - Brookfield St. Stephen the Martyr LC - Greendale
Vice-President: Jan Fox (2016) Treasurer: Nancy Sack (2017)
Registrar 4130 South Carnaby Lane Finance Chair 2013 S. 97th Street
Constitution New Berlin, WI 53151 Offerings West Allis, WI 53227
Chair 262-782-5680 Cell: 414-545-5434 Cell:
jenfx@aol.com gmswotreasurer@gmail.com
Ascension LC - Milwaukee Martin Luther LC - Milwaukee
BOARD MEMBERS

Mission Team Vivian Johnson (2017)
4624 North 69th Street
Milwaukee, WI 53218
414-736-0368 Cell:
VivianHouston10@yahoo.com
All Peoples LC - Milwaukee
Mission Team Marilyn Day (2017)
W279 N8512 Twin Pine Circle
Hartland, WI 53029

Cell: 414-388-4535
mdayl7@wi.rr.com
St. Matthew LC - Wauwatosa
Mission Team JudyLee Tarbox (2016)
S65 W24880 Robyn Road
Waukesha, WI 53189
262-408-5951 Cell:
judilee23@sbcglobal.net
Atonement LC - Muskego

Anti-Racism
Co-Chair

Pr. Viviane Thomas-Breitfeld (2016)
18330 Honey Creek Drive

Brookfield, WI 53045

262-781-0672 Cell: 262-366-2672
prviviane28@gmail.com

Cross LC - Burlington

Anti-Racism Gayle Cameron (2017)

Co-Chair 4812 39th Avenue
Kenosha, WI 53144
Cell: 262-914-9083
gcameron23@yahoo.com
St. Mary’s Lutheran Church - Kenosha
Conv. Debra Burns (2016)
Chair N168 W21700 Main Street Lot 294
Jackson, WI 53037
Cell: 262-305-0829
Romans12serve@gmail.com
Trinity LC - West Bend
Conv. Caitlin Vang (2017)
Intern & 7054 W. Mill Road
Facebook Milwaukee, WI 53218
Coordinator Cell: 414-343-9486

hiS.caitlin2@gmail.com

“Gleanings” is published four times each year
March, June, September and December

Articles for each publication should be submitted by
the first of February, May, August and November

Submit Gleanings articles to Betty Warber
betty@warber.net

Joint Clusters I, I1, III, IV Nancy Sack
LILILIV  414-545-5434 nsack@att.nt

Congregational Liaison ... Carole Ropel
262-523-4130 cell; 414-719-2468
caroleropel@wi.rr.com

Gleanings Editor ... Betty Warber
262-886-8918 ... betty@warber.net

Webmaster: Sandy Allen theSallens@wi.rr.com

Communications Chair:
Julie Starks 414-483-0122 jastarks@earthlink.net

Communication Committee Members:
Nancy Sack 414-545-5434 nsack@att.net

LaVerne Mueller 414-541-2103 billlavernem@gmail.com
(please use “quilts” in the subject line when sending LaVerne
an e-mail)

Ruth Hoppe 414-281-5896 hppruth@sbcglobal.net
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WOMEN OF THE ELCA

Greater Milwaukee Synodical Organization Non-Profit Org.

3259 S. Swain Court U-Sl-blli(fls,)tage
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53207-3107 Milwonkee, W
Permit No.3678

Address Service Requested

PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY
DATED MATERIAL

NOTICE TO INDIVIDUAL GLEANINGS SUBSCRIBERS

Please look closely at your address sticker and take note of the numbers following your name. Those numbers
are the date that your Gleanings subscription will expire. If the letters “comp” follow your name that indicates
you are receiving a complimentary copy.

To receive an individual subscription mailed to your home, send $5 for a one-year subscription (4 copies) or
$9 for a two year subscription (8 copies). Make check payable to “Women of the ELCA” and mail your order
to Julie Starks, 3259 S. Swain Ct., Milwaukee, WI 53207-3107.

Name

Address

Congregational Unit

ANOTHER WAY TO RECEIVE THE GLEANINGS ... THIS IS FREE

You can receive the Gleanings free of charge via e-mail. To do this send your name and your e-mail address
to Julie Starks at jastarks@earthlink.net You may also access Gleanings through our new website at..........
www.greatermilwaukeeswo.org.
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