
  

Volume XX    Number 2 
                       June 2017 

Meet our Churchwide Repéé...  
Workshop Opportunitiesééé.. 
SWO Executive Boardéééé. 
Write a Resolutionéééééé 
Registration Forméééééé. 
Message from SWO Presidenté. 
Treasurerôs Reportééééé... 
Triennial Offeringsééééé... 
Thankofferingsééééééé. 
Tales from Tanzaniaééééé. 
Reformation Concertééééé 
Inez Torres Davis Retiresééé. 
Gatheréééééééééé... 
Spring Gardenééééééé.. 
Nomination Forméééééé. 
Triennial Updateéééééé.. 
Womenôs Summer Retreatéé... 
SWO Board Directoryéééé. 
Gleanings Subscriptionsééé.. 

P.   2 
P.   2 
P.   2 
P.   2 
P.   3 
P.   4 
P.   5 
P.   5 
P.   5 
P.   6 
P.   6 
P.   7 
P.   7 
P.   7  
P.   8  
P.   9 
P. 10 
P. 11 
P. 12 

In This Issue 

 
 
 
 
 

As a community of women  
    created in the image of God, 
    called to discipleship in Jesus  
    Christ and empowered by the                     
    Holy Spirit,  
we commit ourselves to  
    grow in faith, 
    affirm our gifts, 
    support one another in our callings,  
    engage in ministry and action, and 
    promote healing and wholeness 
        in the church, 
        the society, and 
        the world.  
 

Greater Milwaukee Synodcial Womenôs Organization 
 

Annual Convention é Saturday, October 14, 2017 
 

Ascension Lutheran Church 
1236 South Layton Blvd 
Milwaukee, WI 53216 

 
Registration begins at 7:30 AM with Opening Worship at 8:30 AM 

 

Early-bird registration fee is only $50 if you register by Monday, 
August 21st é after that date the fee will be $60.  A registration 
form is on page 3 of this Gleanings é please make copies and 
share with women in your congregation. 
 

We are excited to welcome Churchwide Representative, Anissa 
Canova who comes to us from Pennsylvania é  her bio is on page 
2.  
 

Those women serving as ñvoting membersò will be electing new 
Board Members as well as transacting business for our Women of 
the Church organization.  Each congregation is encouraged to send 
one-voting member. 
 

Our keynote speaker will be Deanne Lawson who is the Founder 
and Executive Director of the Inner Beauty Center (works with 
women who have been involved with human trafficking).  This 
center is located in Ascensionôs South Wing. 
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MEET OUR CHURCHWIDE REPRESENTATIVE é ANISSA CANOVA 
   

Anissa Canova was elected to the Churchwide board in 2015 upon the resignation of an-
other member. 
  

She previously served on the board of the Northeast Pennsylvania Synodical Womenôs 
Organization. She has been a voting member at  both the Synod and Churchwide Assem-
blies. Anissa is also a member of the anti-racism educatorsô network of Women of the 
ELCA, Todayôs Dream Tomorrowôs Reality (TDTR). 
  

A member of Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church in Gouldsboro, Pa.  Anissa currently 
serves as congregational president. She is an active participant in Graceôs Women of the 
ELCA congregational unit, having served as president and as secretary. She 
is extremely active in her congregation, having served in roles ranging from VBS direc-

tor to organizing Christian rock concert fundraisers to serving as a lay pastor. Previously she has served as the congre-
gationôs secretary and as chair of the Youth committee and the Family Life committee. Anissa is a substitute Sunday 
school teacher and a Eucharistic Minister. Her most recent projects are a community garden and a food pantry. 
 

Anissa is an income maintenance caseworker for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Anissa and her husband Robert 
have one son, two dogs and a cat. 
  
 

Anissa accepted nomination for the churchwide executive board because she wants people to know God and know that 
God is with us through our ministry and our actions. She dreams of starting a junior WELCA to help girls grow in faith 
and love for God and the communities of the world. 
 

Continued from page 1 é    Workshop Opportunities  

¶ Face-to-Face with our new Bishop Paul Erickson.  
This will give you the opportunity to become ac-
quainted with our new Bishop and hear his dreams 
and plan of action for the Greater Milwaukee Synod. 

 
¶ Aimee Obregon, Ph.D. é a Captain of Police for the 
Milwaukee Police Department Sensitive Crimes Divi-
sion will provide statistical information.  It is possible 
she may be able to bring one or two women to share 
their stories with us. 

¶ Pauline Beck é Executive Director of HOPE Net-
work for Single Mothers.  HOPE Network sponsors a 
clothing ministry for women and small children dur-
ing the time Ascension has its Food Ministry days 
(first & third Thursday of each month).  This is the 
organization that weôll bring IN-KIND-GIFTS for.  A 
list of items will be published in the September Glean-
ings. 

 

¶ Shopping Opportunity é from vendor ñTseem 
Tseem Hmong.   

SWO EXECUTVE BOARD 
 

At this yearôs convention weôll be electing a President, a 
treasurer (both 2-year terms) and a secretary for a 1-year 
term.  In addition, there will be four (4) Board positions to 
fill, each for a 2-year term. 
 

Two of those Board positions are now being filled by Gayle 
Cameron and Vivian Johnson.  Both of these ladies are 
completing three two-year terms are not eligible for re-
election.  We thank them for dedicated years of service. 
 

Marilyn Day and Caitlin Vang are both completing their 
first two-year term and they are eligible to be re-elected. 
 

Women of the ELCA is for women of all ages and the or-
ganization does such good work. Women reap many bene-
fits from serving.  Is God calling you to take a step in a new 
direction?  Please pray about this challenge and be ready to 
step up and say, ñHere I am Lord, use meò. 
 

Please see Nomination Form on page 8 

WHAT DO YOU WANT YOUR  SWO DO? 
 

Bold women within the Greater Milwaukee Synodcial 
Womenôs Organization,  do you have a burning desire to 
see growth or is there a specific challenge you would like 
to see the SWO tackle? 
 

This can happened with the use of a RESOLUTION which 
is nothing more than a motion submitted to the voters at our 
Annual SWO Convention (Saturday, October 14, 2017) in 
writing. 
 

There are two parts to a resolution.  The first part is known 
as the preamble and begins with ñWhereasò. This should 
provide the reasons for the resolution with some back-
ground information.  The second part of the resolution be-
gins with ñBe it Resolvedò and the words following should 
state how this motion can be accomplished. 
 

A brief, well-written resolution is more effective than a 
long wordy one.  If you need help please contact Jarlene 
Kriehn  by e-mail é  jkriehn2007@att.net or call her at 
262-948-0836. 
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Registration Form 
 

Greater Milwaukee Synodical Womenôs Organization 30th Annual Convention 
 

ñSTRONG WOMEN ADVOCATEò 
Theme Verse:  Joshua 1:9 

 

Saturday, October 14, 2017 
Registration begins at 7:30 AM é Opening Worship begins at 8:30 AM 

 
 Ascension Lutheran Church 
1236 S. Layton Blvd. 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53215 

Early Bird Registration (must be postmarked by Monday, August 21, 2017é $50.00) 
 

Beginning Tuesday, August 22md Registration will be $60.00 
 

There are no registration refunds é you can, however, transfer your registration to another person 
 

Do you have any special needs or dietary requests?_______________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Send this form (which may be duplicated as necessary) and a check made payable to the Women of the ELCA to: 
 

Sue Seidemann, Registrar 
3729 N. 12th Street 

Sheboygan, Wisconsin 53083 
920-452-1634 

 

All registrations will be acknowledged by e-mail, if  e-mail address is provided. 
Check one:      [   ]  I am a Voting Member           [   ]  I am not a Voting Member 

(Registration deadline is Monday, September 25, 2017) 
 

 
Name______________________________________________________Phone________________________________ 
 
Address_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City______________________________________State____________________Zip___________________________ 
 
E-Mail Address___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Your Church___________________________________________________City______________________________ 
 

 
Is Child Care Needed      _____yes    _____no 

If answer is yes é what is the age of the child/children________________________________________ 
 
 

 
By registering for this event, you give Women of the ELCA permission to use your image (picture) & comments 
in educational, informational and promotional materials in a variety of media, including electronic media. 
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A Message from the Synodical Womenõs Organization President  

We will walk with each other: 
 
When I was growing up in Holmen WI, I attended Holmen Lutheran 
Church.  I looked forward to going to church because thatôs where it was 
all happening.  Wednesdays, you went to Confirmation; Sundays were the 
best.  After the sermon, you were excused to attend Sunday School.  Sun-
day school was hanging out with friends and learning about Christ.  Sun-
day night was Luther League, we had a room that was ours.  We painted 
the room in cool and hip pictures, we had a foosball table, couches and 
pizza.  Luther League was spent planning our mission projects and activi-
ties, or planning and heading to the National Convention, organizing our 
fundraisers. We were great at making pizzas and selling them, car washes, 
making and selling yule logs and hay rides. We had a singing group called 
Godôs Squad.  
 
One of our leaders during Luther League was a very special woman that 
led with a fantastic, genuine laugh and smile that crinkled her eyes that 
made you smile!  She had patience and grace and shared with us every 
week that her faith could move mountains and yours would too!  Janet 
Zibrowski passed away last month, ñMaò Zib to all her ñkidsò.  Ma had 6 kids of her own but her heart was so big she 
made each of us feel like we were part of her family.  Ma Zib was a large influence in my faith life.  I always wondered 
how she could be so busy but always find time to sit and listen as we rambled on about all the problems we had in high 
school.   I have seen her a few times in the last 40 years. My mother still lives in my hometown and used to tell me Ma 
Zib says, ñhi.ò   I did get the chance to let her know how she guided my faith.  She would say, ñYou need to build a 
foundationò.  Thank you, Ma. She had wings on earth; it must have been easy to fly to heaven. 
 

I would like you to think back and remember if you had a leader that guided your faith like Ma Zib guided mine.  Take 
time to thank that person or say a prayer for them and lift them up. 
 

Please keep your Board in your prayers as we continue to look for new members to serve.  If you are interested, please 
call me at 414-422-1837. I have not been able to find a nominations chair to serve.  Now is the time to get involved as 
we move forward.  
 

Please keep our Triennial Voting members in your Prayers as we head to the Triennial Convention July 10-13th.  Your 
voting members that will be representing Greater Milwaukee are: Donna Yourell, Vivian Johnson, Sue Seidemann and 
Pastor Marilyn Miller. 
 

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord  
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord  
And we pray that all unity may one day be restored   
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love.  
Yes, they will know we are Christians by our love. 
 
We will work with each other, we will work side by side  
We will work with each other, we will work side by side  
And we'll guard each one's dignity and  save each one's  pride  
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love .  
Yes, they will know we ae Christians by our love. 

We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand  
We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand 
And together we'll spread the news that God is in our land  
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love.  
Yes, they will know we are Christians by our love 

 
 

Friends of Donnaôs when they attended 
the Youth Convention in Houston, Texas.  

      Peace, Grace and Love, 
 

      Donna Yourell  
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Treasurerôs Report é April 30, 2017 

TRIENNIAL CONVENTION OFFERINGS 
 

Convention offerings are a way to express our joyful hope and 
confidence in what God has in mind for us.  Your generous of-
fering will be divided equally between the ongoing ministries of 
our churchwide organization and the PV for Phebe project that is 
bringing dependable solar power to Phebe Hospital in Liberia.  
The PV for Phebe project was begun by the Northeastern Minne-
sota Synodical Womenôs Organization and was lifted up as a 
churchwide movement by the Ninth Triennial Convention.  Your 
convention offering will make a real difference in peopleôs lives. 
 

Will you and the women of your Congregational Unit prayerful-
ly consider making a generous offering to this project?  Make 
out your Unitôs check to Women of the ELCA, and send it to: 
WELCA ... c/o ELCA Gift Processing Center é PO Box 1809 
é Merrifield VA 22116-8009.  Include Form B with the gift. 

THANKOFFERING 
 

Thankoffering ingatherings usually happen once 
a year, in the fall é so why do we bring the 
subject up in June?  The primary purpose of a 
thank- offering is to encourage us to be grateful 
on a daily basis.  
 

Do you have a visible container which holds 
your thankoffering?  If not, you are encouraged 
to find something that holds ñthankofferingsò 
all year until itôs time for the ingathering.  
When we do this daily itôs a true gift of thanks 
and not just sticking a 5 or 10 dollar bill into an 
envelope when you arrive at church and realize 
that itôs Thankoffering Sunday. 
 

Our many opportunities to make a thankoffering 
could include a note from a friend; a smile from 
a stranger; a chance to help a neighbor; the priv-
ilege of worshiping with others and so many 
other things that we should be grateful for. 
 

You are encouraged to begin this very day and 
see how often youôre reminded of all that we 
have to be thankful for. 

Receipts Actual YTD 2017Budget 

Board Offerings $55.00   

Cluster Funds $500.00 $0.00 

Unit Offerings  $780.02 $5,000.00 

Convention Offering $0.00 $2,500.00 

Convention Registration (Synod) $0.00 $4,000.00 

Special Event/Retreat Offering  $0.00 $0.00 

Special Event/Retreat Registrations $0.00 $0.00 

Designated Income $0.00 $1,000.00 

Miscellaneous $0.00 $500.00 

Total Receipts $780.02 $13,000.00 

Disbursements     

Board Offering Disbursements $0.00   

Unit Offerings to CWO $740.01 $2,500.00 

Convention Offering Disbursement $0.00 $2,500.00 

Retreat Offering Disbursement $0.00                0.00 

Designated Expense $187.51 $300.00 

Program I Mission Growth $0.00 $10.00 

Program II Mission Community $0.00 $10.00 

Program III Mission Action $0.00 $10.00 

Program IV & V Executive Com & Brd $0.00 $650.00 

Program VI Convention Committee $0.00 $3,250.00 

Program VII Clusters $0.00 $10.00 

Program VIII Financial Matters $0.00 $150.00 

Program IX Newsletter $170.95 $1,500.00 

Program X Special Events $0.00 $50.00 

Program XI Scholarships  -Synod Conv. $0.00 $200.00 

                                         -Triennial $0.00 $880.00 

                                         -Other $0.00 $50.00 

Program XII Anti-Racism $0.00 $180.00 

Program XIII Miscellaneous $100.00 $700.00 

Triennial Promoter $0.00 $50.00 

Total Disbursements $1,198.47 $13,000.00 

Assets   

SWO Checking $9,091.60 

SWO Savings $6,188.55 

Certificate of Deposit (moved to MIF) $0.00 

Mission Investment Fund $3,048.22 

Total Assets $15,280.15 

Designated Funds   

1/2 Unit Offering $0.00 

Board Offering $107.00 

Campus Ministries $0.00 

Convention Offering $0.00 

Scholarship-Synod Convention $200.00 

                 -Triennial Conv. $1760.00 

                 -Other $200.00 

Triennial Promoter $286.32 

Convention $2,009.36 

Mission Investment Fund 3,048.22 

Unexpected Expense $325.00 

Total Designated Funds $7,935.90 

Funds Available in Checking and sav-
ings  $7,344.25 

Total Funds Available $7,344.25 
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Tales from Tanzania  
submitted by Julie Starks 

 

In February I made my 3rd trip to the Diocese of Meru.  The idea that it ñtakes 3 
cups of teaò to accomplish something occurred to me and I do feel this trip al-
lowed me to really get to know our partners and spend time with them.  I was 
greeted at the airport by Elibariki and his wife Jackie.  I had dinner at his home 

and met 2 of his children.  I also had din-
ner with Pastor Pallangyoôs family.  Pas-
tor Pallangyo drove me around the area, 
visited the two sub-parishes, worshiped 
at Mbaaseny, handed out school bags at 
the Canaan kindergarten, made a home 
visit to provide a SSM quilt, packed dirt 
into small bags to prep for tree planting, visited with members from Jericho 
and Sunday School kids at Mbaaseny, stopped at 2 schools ï 1 thriving and the 
other just a dream.  Talked with a 
lab tech and doctor at the local dis-
pensary (medical clinic).  I would 
love to share more details and pic-
tures at an upcoming partnership 

meeting.  All are invited: those interested in learning more, willing to pro-
vide financial assistance and/or ready to consider traveling to Meru to begin 
your own relationships.  Look for a date/time after Easter.  Please contact 
me if you are interested and want to be included in any e-mail correspond-
ence.  
 

Asante sana! Julie Starks jastarks@earthlink.net  
 
 

Reformation Concert 
Saturday Night Oct 21, 2017, 7 pm 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
W156N8131 Pilgrim Rd 
Menomonee Falls, Wi 53051 

262 251-2740 
 

Director of Music Ministries; Michael Jacklin 
 
In honor of the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation, Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church will celebrate with a concert.  Mu-
sic featured will include the most famous 
selection ñA Mighty Fortressò  by Martin 
Luther. The arrangement commissioned 
by the Concordia Choir & Sinfonietta of 
Concordia University Irvine in honor of 
the 500th Anniversary by composer Dan 
Forrest will begin the evening.  Also fea-

tured will be music by John Rutter and other well-known 
composers along with congregational singing.   
 
A mass choir and orchestra are being formed for this con-
cert. Interested members for the chorus should be of high 
school age and up.  Interested members for the orchestra 
should have 6 years of musical background on your instru-
ment.  All music will be provided by Holy Cross.  Also 
included will be rehearsal cdôs.  The choir cdôs will have 
the entire selection on it with your individual voice 

brought to the front for learning.  The orchestra cd will 
have the entire piece. This way you can play along and 
become familiar with the music during the summer at your 
leisure.  Choral music will be ready at the end of May and 
instrumental parts at the end of June for pickup at Holy 
Cross or delivered to your church.   
 
Please contact Mike Jacklin through the email address pro-
vide below by May 25th.  Subject line should be: Refor-
mation Concert.  Please include your name, address, 
phone, email, church (so we can make sure they get the 
info on the concert) voice: soprano, alto, tenor, bass or 
instrument you will play.   Choral rehearsals will be on 
Friday evenings beginning on September 15th continuing 
the 22nd, 29th and in October the 6th, 13th and on the 20th a 
full run with the orchestra. Orchestra rehearsals will be on 
Saturday October 7th and 14th from 10am to noon and Fri-
day October 20th at 7 pm.   Additional information is avail-
able on the Holy Cross website. 
 
Please share this and help spread the word. 
 
Michael Jacklin 
Minister of Music 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
W156N8131 Pilgrim rd 
Menomonee Falls, Wi 53051 
262 251 2740 
mikej@holycrosslutheran.org 

mailto:jastarks@earthlink.net
mailto:mikej@holycrosslutheran.org
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Inez Torres Davis, director for justice for Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America since 1997, announced her retirement effective March 15, 2017. 
 

Before joining the Women of the ELCA, Torres Davis worked for nine years in parish min-
istry and directed a non-profit organization in Chicago. She is a deacon of the ELCA. 
ñOver the years I have had several titles in this organization, from director for anti-racism 
to associate executive director,ò Torres Davis said. ñThe constants have been anti-racism 
and cross-cultural education.ò 
 

She also worked against commercial sexual exploitation, managed the organizationôs grants 
program and wrote several Women of the ELCA resources on anti-racism, the environment, 
HIV/AIDS and sacred spaces. 

 

ñMy ministry cannot be addressed without speaking of the network of peer educators in ñTodayôs Dream: Tomorrowôs 
Realityò (TDTR), anti-racism education,ò she said. ñTDTR has about 36 women who have remained part of the network 
since the first TDTR training retreat in April of 1997.ò 
 

Hundreds of women have taken the extensive training, she said. Many in the network are used by their synodical wom-
enôs organization to train others in racial justice advocacy. 
 

Torres Davis says in retirement she plans ñfirst, to rest.ò She looks forward to more walks, fresh air and time with her 
granddaughters and family.                                                                                                                         reprinted from Bold Connections 

DIRECTOR FOR JUSTICE FOR WOMEN OF THE ELCA RETIRES 

PLANT A SPRING GARDEN NOW 
 

Do you have a spring garden this year?  Hereôs one that 
all of us can plant: 
 
First é five rows of peas: 
§ Preparedness 
§ Promptness 
§ Perseverance 

§ Politeness 
§ Prayer 
 
Next é three rows of squash: 
§ Squash gossip 
§ Squash criticism 

§ Squash indifference 
 
Then é five rows of lettuce: 
§ Let us be faithful 
§ Let us be unselfish 

§ Let us be loyal 
§ Let us love one another 
§ Let us be truthful 
 
No garden is complete without turnips: 
§ Turn up for ñwomen of the Church eventsò 

§ Turn up with a smile 
§ Turn up with new ideas 
§ Turn up with real determination 
 
Many of you will remember the ñvictory gardensò 
planted during WWII.  Now if we, the women in the 
Greater Milwaukee Synodical Womenôs Organization, 
plant the above suggested garden in our homes and in 
our Congregational UNITS just think of all the things 
we could accomplish for our Risen Lord and Savior.  
Remember, Christ has no hands but our hands & voice. 

 ABOUT THE JUNE COVER 
 

We have heard the dismay voiced by some readers. We did 
not intend to offend anyone, and we do not wish an inno-
cently selected image to distract from the content readers 
have come to appreciate for its faithful challenge in our 
broken world. 
 
The June issueôs theme is ñAll anew: ready or not.ò The 
Bible study encourages us to ñsay goodbye to niceò and 
live our lives boldly and fearlessly. 
 
As the editors and designers searched for a cover image for 
this issue, we were looking for something that evoked that 
ñready or notò spirit of courage in action. We saw this 
young woman boldly jumping into the water as not being 
worried about what others think of her; sheôs simply ready 
to make a leap of faith. 
 
As women, we are all too aware of how what we wear or 
how we look is so often scrutinized or objectified. The goal 
with this photo was to depict a woman engaged in a joyful 
leap, empowered by her fearlessness, unafraid of what oth-
ers' judgment. 
 
We are currently working to institute design and process 
changes that will benefit our readers. 
 
In Godôs grace, 
 
The Editors   
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NOMINATION FORM FOR SWO BOARD POSITIONS 
 

For our SWO to function to its fullest potential, and carry out our Mission Statement, YOU ARE NEEDED to step for-
ward and volunteer your services or be prepared to say ñYESò when contacted to serve on the Board.  During the busi-
ness session of our 2017 Convention we will elect a new President: 2-year term (Donnaôs work schedule makes it im-
possible for her to run again); Secretary: 1-year term; Treasurer: 2-year term (Nancy has chosen not to run for a sec-
ond term). Executive Board Members to fill the slots of one person for the Mission Team; one person for the Anti-
Racism Team and someone to serve as the Convention Intern.  Prayerfully search your soul, think of your gifts and be 
prepared to say ñYESò when contacted to serve our God and the women in the Greater Milwaukee Synod and beyond. 

 
Positions needed to be filled in 2017 

 
_____President (2 year term)                                  _____Treasurer (2 year term)                                _____Secretary (1 year term)                  

_____Executive Board Members (2 year terms) 
 
Name of Nominee___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Address of Nominee_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                         Street                                                                                       City                                                Zip Code 
 
Home Phone (         )_______________________________                  Work Phone (         )________________________________ 

 
Age Range     

_____34 or under     _____35-49     _____50-64     _____65 or older 
 

Ethnic Racial Heritage 
  _______Native American       ________Asian        _______Black       _______Caucasian       _______Hispanic       _______other 
 
Primary Language besides English______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Congregation_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address of Congregationððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððïððððï 
                                                    Street                                                                           City                                                Zip Code 
 

Experience Beginning with the most recent, please list significant experience in each area: 
Occupational History________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Local Congregation Womenôs Unit/Cluster/Synodical or Churchwide Womenôs Organization or local ELCA Congregation/ELCA  
 

Cluster, Synod/Churchwide___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Other organizations__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Special Gifts and Talents_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Form Submitted by:__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                       Name                                                                      Address                                                       Phone Number 
 

Name/Address of Congregation________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Note:  Only one name may be submitted per congregation, Please obtain permission before submitting nomineeôs name. 
 

 

Please return this form by Wednesday, August 15, 2017 to: 
 

Vice-President Sue Seidemann 
3729 N. 12th Street 
Sheboygan, WI 53083 

 

e-mail address:  seidesue@charter.net 
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THE TENTH TRIENNIAL GATHERING 
 

JULY 13-16, 2017 
 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 
 

Weôve been seeing this logo and these dates for many months é and now, itôs almost time to pack our bags and hit the 
road for an inspirational, fun-filled, learning experience.  Weôll meet new people, weôll learn new things and weôll come 
home eager to re-charge our congregational UNITS.  What will happen in Minneapolis? 
 
§ The Gathering will opening on Thursday, July 13th, with an exciting Worship Service from 
4:00-5:30 PM.  This is a Communion Service and weôll be using this beautiful Communion 
Ware.  Ali Luhmann, a young glass artist working in Minneapolis has hand-blown fifty (50) 
chalices, wide cup glasses with a splash of blue color emanating from the bottom up.  Be-
cause of the glass-blowing process, no two chalices are exactly alike.  The patens created by 
Luhmann use a different process, melding fine glass powder in a design similar to the Gather-
ingôs logo, featured on clear glass. 

 

§ LOUNGE ó70, ó80, ó90 é Thursday, July 13th é 9:30-11:00 PM enjoy a late-evening gathering for women born in 
the ó70s, ó80s and ó90s.  You will share conversation and dessert while listening to our favorite hits from those eras. 
Jelly shoes, acid-wash jeans and other fluorescent clothing encouraged.  Dessert and cash bar $20 (pre-registration 
required).  This is a wonderful opportunity for the younger women. 

 

§ HEAR INSPIRED SPEAKERS/PREACHERS é such as our own ELCA Presiding Bishop, Elizabeth Eaton; 
Leymah Gbowee, Nobel Peace Prize winner from Liberia, Africa; Pastor Angela T. Khabeb who was the first Af-
rican American ELCA Missionary to Namibia, Africa. Pastor Angela now serves Ascension Lutheran Church in 
Waukesha.  There will be many other speakers. 

 
§ SERVANT EVENTS é On Friday and Saturday afternoon, weôll meet in the exhibit hall and participate in Servant 
Events (intentional service and action that will impact the lives of others). Activities range from making feminine 
hygiene kits to engaging in environmental issues. Godôs plan calls us to work together and here you can practice 
with hundreds of sisters from across the church and globe. 

§ VIEW FILMS é weôll have the opportunity to view the DREAMCATCHER (a documentary about a former Chi-
cago prostitute who runs a charitable organization that helps women and teenage girls leave the sex industry).  Weôll 
also see BEAUTY OF THEIR DREAMS which documents what faith groups are doing to support girlsô education 
globally. 

 

§ VONDA DREES, artist in residence will respond through her art to the words of the preachers and speakers and to 
other happenings at the Gathering.  Read more about Vonda in the March 2017 Gather Magazine é you will be 
ñawedò by her talent.  

 

§ IN-KIND GIFTS may be brought to the ñIn-Kind Giftsò area in the exhibit hall during the Gathering where they 
will be sorted, counted and packed.  Needed are; Quilt Kits é fill a gallon-size sealable plastic bag with twelve 21-
inch squares of cotton fabric é one spool of Coats & Clark Dual Duty thread to match fabric é one piece of cotton 
fabric for backing: 2İ yards of 60" fabric or 5 yards of 35"-45" fabric.  Clothing é socks and underwear are need-
ed in every size and color.  Also needed are white T-shirts for women, children, teens and men.  Days for Girls 
Kits, Hygiene Items (if you want directions for either of these kits, please contact Betty Warber at bet-
ty@warber.net or call at 262-886-8918.  Probably the easiest In-Kind Gift is Gift Cards é Gift cards (minimum 
value $10) may be purchased from the following national retailers: Target, Walmart, T.J. Maxx, Marshalls, Home 
Depot, Ace Hardware and Loweôs.  Visa gift cards are also welcome.   

 

§ Greater Milwaukee Synod Tee-Shirts é several weeks ago many of you ordered a coral colored tee-shirt with 
ñGreater Milwaukee Synodò printed, along with the ñAll Anewò logo.  Those shirts will arrive around the middle of 
June and someone will deliver the shirts to each congregation and then you can pick yours up. 

 

As we continue to prepare and anticipate the Tenth Triennial Gathering in July let each of us be vigilant in our prayers. 
for safe travel and an experience that will touch our hearts, souls and minds so that we return to our local UNITS in-
spired and excited ñAs a community of women, created in the image of God, called to discipleship in Jesus Christ and 
empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support one another in our call-
ings, engage in ministry and action, and promote healing and wholeness in the church, the society and the worldò. 
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