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Wow! What a time we’ve had since our last issue of this
newsletter! Like many of you I’ve been mostly confined to my
house. I take rides in the car and get out occasionally for a walk,
but most of the day is spent in the house. My husband and I
regularly meet with friends on the internet with Zoom, but
in-person visits have been nonexistent. The good thing is that I’ve
spent a lot of time sewing and it’s been good to get those projects
done.
Thanks to the internet, I’ve been able to attend church on my
computer. I’ve managed to see friends (I have a friend who is a
pastor and another who is a deaconess who live in one of the
eastern states) worshipping in other areas of the country as well as
my own home church. That has definitely been a blessing.
With the “safer at home” order, your synodical board met recently
via Zoom. We’re getting prepared for our convention in October.
We’re hoping to see many of you at the convention. The synod
council has also met via Zoom and I attended both of those
meetings.
The biggest news right now, as many of you already know, is that
the Triennial Convention and Gathering have been postponed until
August of 2021. With many of our women in the “risk” category,
that was probably a good decision on the part of the churchwide
board. It will probably cause a problem for some of the women,
but I think the health and safety of most of us is paramount.

As a community of women
created in the image of God,
called to discipleship in Jesus
Christ and empowered by the
Holy Spirit,
we commit ourselves to
grow in faith,
affirm our gifts,
support one another in our callings,
engage in ministry and action, and
promote healing and wholeness
in the church,
the society, and
the world.

I pray that all of you continue to be blessed with good health,
Sue Seidemann

God’s Work. Our Hands.
serving our brothers and sisters in times of crisis
My name is Pat Larsen, I am a member of
St. Luke’s Church in Greendale. I have
been making masks to help with the
COVID 19 Crisis. Attached is a picture
of me making masks for Froedtert Hospital, family and friends. I have also made
700 masks for Just One More Ministry,
and intend to make another 700 masks
once my second kit arrives. Thank you
for shining a positive light on these difficult times.

* * * * * * * *

Why am I making masks? When I realized I had to stay home for a few weeks I thought I would get caught up on a
few quilting projects and an early start on my flower beds, then the requests started coming in for masks. I’ve been
sewing most of my life and decided I could use this God given talent to help others that can’t stay home. My daughter
and granddaughter are both essential workers and I worry about them as they go out into this madness every day so
they got the first masks. Family and friends in need of masks have kept me busy, I love watching them as they pick
their mask out of the box. I have not always had an easy life but I feel I have been blessed in so many wonderful ways,
making these masks is a way for me to pay it forward.
Joyce Weinert, Adoration Lutheran, Greendale

* * * * * * * *

God bless everyone. My name is Lisa Newbury-Early. Member of Hephatha Lutheran Church, Milwaukee. Resurrected by Christ blood, death, and resurrection. I have a life
full of testimonies. Once crack and alcohol addicted, crime , homelessness, etc.... That was a
personal 30 plus years of a Pandemic life of my choice . NO MORE. PRAISE GOD. I'm connected with One More Meal Ministry, donations from members, sister churches, overflow in
a way that just this last week I started my day by going to Walmart buying lunch meat, cheeses, bread, milk, spaghetti sauce. Went too church where we made 6 families pantry boxes.
The abundance they received they were able to share with family, neighbors and friends, and
people in need. One body of Christ may parts. Also reminds me of the how Christ multiplied
the fish and bread. After those deliveries, I took 125lbs of bag lunches to a partner outreach.
While I was waiting to deliver I received a call from another partner down the street in need.
We had enough at the church and in our freezer to meet their needs. This was God's grace and
mercy and provisions. He said he would meet all our needs according to his riches and glory
in Christ Jesus. I could go on, and on. I must do his will these opportunities are blessings. I
remember being there. By the grace of God there go I. I thank God that he uses me as an instrument.

* * * * * * * *

St. Paul's Lutheran Church in Random Lake has two women who are making masks - Candy Witt and Sandi
Wulff. Candy has used a pattern that has a pocket in it and if you cut a paper towel to fit inside your glasses won't
steam up.
Atonement, Muskego women and friends of Atonement have been helping others by sewing face masks during this
time of need. Sixteen women have been busy meeting the needs of various individuals and organizations. At this writing, they have completed and delivered 1205 masks. 350 masks have been delivered to Milwaukee Rescue Mission
and 339 were made available to Atonement members. In addition, 172 face masks have been delivered to Froedtert
Hospital, 32 to ProHealth, 30 to Regency Senior Center, 30 to electrical workers at a hospital in Iowa, 30 to All Peoples
Church, 18 to a health clinic in Illinois,20 face masks to Tudor Oaks, 40 to the Muskego Fire Department and 40 to the
Humane Society and 174 face masks have been made for family and friends. As the need continues, the women have
adjusted the patterns and materials needed to make masks to the specifications of each organization that has a need.
What a wonderful outreach of love!
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God’s Work. Our Hands.
serving our brothers and sisters in times of crisis
We here at St. Paul’s in Kenosha have been able to continue ministry thru many ways. We were asked if we could be a
site to distribute school breakfast and lunch, and very quickly Pastor Cindy Aasen, said YES.
The Kenosha Unified School System’s delivery truck comes on Mondays and Wednesdays. We have several crews who
pack up the food (Monday/two days of breakfast and lunch) and Wednesday (three days of breakfast and lunch) and
distribute them between noon and 2:00 p.m. Cars pull up, they are asked how many children, and the bags are then just
put in their car. NO CONTACT!
We have had many others who have provided additional food to go with the school-provided food. One family donated
forty gallons of milk. Another gentlemen (through his distribution site Home Juice) donated seventy cases of individual
bottles of apple juice. Steak N Shake Restaurants donated single serve bottles of orange juice and milk as well as quart
containers of egg mix (to prepare scrabbled eggs.) Another member provided snacks such as Applesauce To Go, etc.
Festival Foods donated bags to pack the school lunches in.
Others have donated money for St. Paul’s to be able to help those in the community who have needs.
We have had ladies making masks - not PPE equivalent, but very good for you or I to wear when going to the grocery
store, etc. Some of the folks making masks are not even members - they just know there is a need and that the church is
a distribution point. Additionally, St. Paul’s was asked by Aurora to make masks - again, not PPE equivalent, but needed for anyone entering the hospital.
We have several folks making calls to members (by using the directory) checking to see if all is well - and just having
conversation. Sometimes the callers don’t even know the person they are calling - just a name in the directory - and
by the time the conversation has ended, they’ve discovered a new acquaintance.
We have had others who are able to pick up groceries for folks who are not able to leave their homes because of quarantine or simply housing restrictions. We have been blessed, and are so happy to be blessings to others.

* * * * * * * *
I’d like to tell you about Pastor Karen Pahl, the lead pastor at Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, Racine
It seems a little obvious to be telling the story of the pastor at our church. We all look to our pastors as leaders and they
often take on additional responsibilities during normal times. But Pastor Karen has gone above and beyond.
She may not be able to see everyone Sunday morning, but she is working diligently to make sure we are all still
connecting with one another. Pastor Karen and her husband, Jeff, immediately worked to put worship online so we could
still have some sense of connecting with God. She’s scheduled several group online calls that take place weekly:
Sundays we have a virtual coffee hour right after worship, Tuesdays is a bible study, Wednesdays is a youth connection,
and Thursdays we gather virtually to give thanks.
Pastor Karen organized a “Drive and Drop” food drive for the local food pantries in Racine. We donated 10 large boxes
of food items to the Racine County Food Bank. She plans on doing another one of these toward the end of May.
She asked us to look into doing a drive for personal care items. We will be doing a collection for shampoo, soap,
deodorant, feminine products, diapers, baby wipes, and cleaning wipes after Mother’s Day. We will be donating all these
items to the local homeless shelter.
Pastor Karen continues to work on the weekly worship service. She talks to families to have them participate in worship.
One family read a children’s story. One family did the readings. And those are just a couple examples of how Pastor
Karen is engaging our church members on a regular basis.
Behind the scenes, Pastor Karen is constantly in touch with our church council members. They regularly discuss plans
for our church: from finances to when we can possibly reopen to our members. And she suggested we put together calling teams to consistently check in with members.
Pastor Karen is tirelessly working to keep our church community connected. I personally want to thank her.
Heather Keszler
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Registration Form

(you may duplicated this form as necessary)

33rd Annual Convention of the Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women's Organization

Theme Verse: 1 Corinthians 16:14
"Let all that you do be done in Love"

Saturday, October 10, 2020

Registration begins at 7:30 AM ... Opening Worship begins at 8:30 AM
Mount Zion Lutheran Church
12012 W. North Avenue, Wauwatosa, WI 53226
"Early Bird" Registration Deadline: Friday, August 21, 2020 ..... $50.00
***Final Registration Date, includes late fee: Friday, September 11, 2020 ..... $60.00***
**Student Fee (12-18 year olds)........$25.00**
SPECIAL OFFER FOR FIRST TIME ATTENDEES ONLY: REGISRATION FEE ..... $35.00
There are no registration refunds ... you can, however, transfer your registration to another person.
Do you have any special needs or dietary requests? ____________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Return this form and a check, made out to the Women of the ELCA to:
Karen Hoffman, Registrar
5302 Mansfield Drive
Greendale, WI 53129
414-421-9249
email: ksh3231gw@sbcglobal.net

All registrations will be acknowledged by e-mail, if e-mail address is provided.
Check one: [ ] I am a Voting Member [ ] I am not a Voting Member
Name __________________________________________________ Phone_________________________
Address_______________________________________________________________________________
City______________________________________________State__________Zip____________________
E-Mail Address__________________________________________________________________________
Your Church__________________________________________________City______________________
Is Child Care Needed ____yes

____no

If the answer is yes ... what is the age of the child/children_________________________________________
By registering for this event, you give Women of the ELCA permission to use your image (picture) &
comments in educational, informational, and promotional materials in a variety of media, including
electronic media.
Overnight lodging is available on Friday at the Radisson Hotel on Friday evening, October 9th.
Please contact Vicki Watkins at 414-475-6967 for more details or to reserve a room.
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NOMINATION FORM for SWO Board Positions
For our SWO to function to its fullest potential, and carry out our Mission Statement, YOU ARE NEEDED
to step forward and volunteer your services or be prepared to say “YES” when contacted to serve on the Board.
During the business session of our 2020 Annual Convention we will elect a Vice President, Secretary, and 2 board
members. Be prepared to say “YES” when contacted to serve our God and the women in the Greater Milwaukee Synod
and beyond.
To be filled in 2020

___Vice President (2 year term) ___Secretary (2 year term) ___ 2 Executive Board Members (2 year terms)

Name of Nominee________________________________________________________________________________________
Address of Nominee______________________________________________________________________________________
Street

Home/Cell Phone (

City

)_______________________________

Age Range _____34 or under

Zip Code

Work Phone (

_____35-49

_____50-64

)_____________________________
_____65 or older

Ethnicity
_______Native American

________Asian

_______Black

_______Caucasian

_______Hispanic

_______other

Primary Language besides English______________________________________________________________________________
Name of Congregation________________________________________________________________________________________
Address of Congregation——————————————————————————————————————–————–
Street
City
Zip Code

Service beginning with the most recent, please list significant experience in each area:
Occupational History_________________________________________________________________________________________
Local Congregation Women’s Unit/Cluster/Synodical or Churchwide Women’s Organization or local ELCA Congregation/ELCA
Cluster, Synod/Churchwide____________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Other organizations__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Special Gifts and Talents______________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Form Submitted by:______________________________________________________________________________________
Name
Address
Phone Number
Name/Address of Congregation________________________________________________________________________________

Note: Only one name may be submitted per congregation, Please obtain permission before submitting nominee’s name.

Please return this form by August 1, 2020 to
Karen Hoffman
5302 Mansfield Drive
Greendale, WI 53129
E-mail: ksc3231gw@sbcglobal.net
Cell: 414-421-9249
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WHY WE WRITE RESOLUTIONS
Among the benefits of participating in our Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization is the opportunity to
have a voice in determining the activities and direction of our organization. Where we go and what we do is very much
up to our UNITS and individuals. That is why we meet in conventions, and at those conventions, we conduct business
via resolutions.
Think of a resolution this way:
 A way to participate in a democratic process and have your/our voices heard;
 A means to educate women in the Greater Milwaukee Synod about particular needs and concerns;
 A resolution is a vehicle for inspiring others to take action.
Resolutions are really just a way to plan and think ahead, a way to hold ourselves accountable for decisions that we
make. When a resolution is passed it is no longer an idea but a commitment.
The goal of a resolution is to inform and educate the readers so that they are inspired to take action. There, a resolution
should:
 Have a clear and concise title.
 Address any one issue and call for attention to a need for action on something in particular.
 Address concerns relevant to the women in our Greater Milwaukee Synod (keep in mind our mission, purpose and
ongoing activities.
 Propose an action or a solution to a problem.
 Have sufficient background to give someone with little knowledge of the subject sufficient information to make an
intelligent and informed decision.
The first portion of a resolution is sort of a preamble. It consists of declarations of fact that you can support and back
up. Opinions are not expressed in this portion of a resolution. Each fact should be listed as a separate sentence or paragraph that begins with WHEREAS, followed by a semi-colon. The final WHEREAS ends with a semi-colon followed
by “therefore be it.”
The second portion of the resolution states the action that you propose in order to address what you identified in the
WHEREAS portion. When writing the RESOLVED section, a guide to keep in mind is that his section ought to be able
to stand on its own … you shouldn’t have to refer back to the WHEREAS section to understand what is being asked for.
Then there is the narrative portion of the resolution. It doesn’t have to be very long, but it should provide the rationale
for bringing the resolution forward and include a brief summary of the facts supporting the resolution. It provides answers to the question, “where did this idea come from?” that go beyond simply the facts provided in the WHEREAS
section. This is where you provide some context for your enthusiasm to bring forth the resolution.
Okay Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization … what do you want this organization to do?
WHEREAS______________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________and
WHEREAS______________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________therefore, be it
RESOLVED_____________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________and be it further
RESOLVED______________________________________________________________________________________
Any Resolutions to be acted on at this year’s SWO Convention (October 10h) must be signed by the person(s) and
congregational UNIT and sent to the SWO President no later than Monday, August 26th.
Sue Seidemann
3729 N. 12th Street
Sheboygan, WI 53083
e-mail: seidesue@charter.net
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Scholarship Application: SWO Convention 2020
Greater Milwaukee Synod Women of the ELCA
Four scholarships available of $50.00 each


Have membership in an ELCA congregation
Active in congregation’s Women of the ELCA Unit
 Actively participating the Greater Milwaukee SWO and
In need of financial assistance for participation


Please Print:
Name: _______________________________________________ Telephone: (____) _____________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________
(Street or Post Office Box)

City

State

Zip

E-Mail: ____________________________________________________ First Time Attendee? Yes ____ No ____
Church Name and City: ________________________________________________________________________
Age Range: (circle one)

18-25

26-35

36-45

46-55

Over 55

(Use the reverse side of this Form if more space is needed)
State your involvement with your church and the Women of the ELCA: _______________________________

Your reasons for requesting scholarship support to attend the SWO convention: ______________________

Why is attending the SWO convention important to you? ________________________________________

When you return home, you are expected to write an article for the Gleanings, give a report to your local congregation
and/or congregational Women’s Unit, if asked.
Date: ______________________________

Signature: ______________________________________

Please complete and return this form by August 23, 2020 with your registration form and check to Karen
Hoffman, 5302 Mansfield Dr. Greendale, WI 53129. Your check will be held and given back to you if you
are awarded a scholarship.
7

Child Sex Trafficking
As stated in the Federal Trafficking Victims Protection Act, child sex trafficking includes the
recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, obtaining, patronizing, or soliciting a child
under 18 years of age for the purpose of a commercial sex act. A minor is not able to consent to
being bought or sold.
It is the responsibility of the community to identify possible indicators of child sex trafficking.
The public shouldn’t rely on the potential victim for disclosure. Since traffickers and buyers use
refined recruitment tactics, manipulation, and threats, the exploited youth are often unable to
immediately disclose or recognize their own victimization.
Due to the Covid-19 emergency, all informational/educational events planned for this year have
been canceled.
Please check out these websites or Facebook pages for more information on trafficking in the
various counties of our synod. Share with family and friends. Be sure to also plan to attend the
annual Synodical Women’s Convention in October where a workshop on trafficking will be
available for more information.
Waukesha County - FCAST (Faith Coalition Against Sex Trafficking) -fcastwaukcty.org
Milwaukee County - Exploit No More - exploitnomore.org
R.U.B.I.E.S. - rubiesmke.org
Sheboygan County - Freedom Cry - freedomcryinc.org
Racine County - FEE (Fight to End Exploitation) -fighttoendexploitation.org
Kenosha County - United Way - kenoshaunitedway.org
Washington/Ozaukee Counties - Washington Co. Anti-Trafficking Advocates - FaceBook page
Additional sites:
End It X - enditmovement.com
Freedom Allies - freedomallies.net

With the widespread impact of this pandemic, join Kristina Glackin, Program Coordinator and Jarrett Luckett,
Executive Director as they share their insight from over
10 years of experience in the human trafficking field on
why COVID might increase human trafficking.
How to watch or listen:
Watch on our YouTube Channel: https://youtu.be/
gXqQpnqccqg Listen on iTunes or Spotify. Just
search, "Exploit No More" or "Stories of Hope."
View and listen on our website, exploitnomore.org
Sharing is caring so we encourage you to share this with someone else! Peace and blessings to you
during these strange times.
-Sarah Fandler, Executive Assistant
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Treasurer’s Report … January 31, 2020
Receipts
Board Offerings
Cluster Funds
Unit Offerings

Actual YTD 2020Budget
$155.00
$393.16
$0.00
$3,590.94
$5,000.00

Convention Offering
Convention Registration (Synod)
Special Event/Retreat Offering

$1,312.00
$1,584.50
$0.00

$2,000.00
$3,500.00
$0.00

Special Event/Retreat Registrations
Designated Income
Miscellaneous
Total Receipts
Disbursements
Board Offering Disbursements
Unit Offerings to CWO
Convention Offering Disbursement
Retreat Offering Disbursement
Designated Expense
Program I Mission Growth
Program II Mission Community
Program III Mission Action
Program IV & V Executive Com & Brd
Program VI Convention Committee
Program VII Clusters
Program VIII Financial Matters
Program IX Newsletter
Program X Special Events
Program XI Scholarships -Synod Conv.
-Triennial
-Other
Program XII Anti-Racism
Program XIII Miscellaneous
Triennial Promoter
Total Disbursements

$0.00
$80.00
$0.00
$7,115.60

$0.00
$1,000.00
$500.00
$12,000.00

$155.00
$1,795.47
$1,009.00
$0.00
$150.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$1,784.39
$196.58
$0.00
$723.70
$863.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$261.00
$0.00
$6,938.14

$2,500.00
$2,000.00
0.00
$300.00
$10.00
$10.00
$10.00
$650.00
$3,250.00
$10.00
$150.00
$1,000.00
$50.00
$200.00
$880.00
$50.00
$180.00
$700.00
$50.00
$12,000.00

About Bold Café

Café is an online magazine and podcast for and with young
adult women who identify as Lutheran or not.
Café shares stories written by bold young women who write
about faith, relationships, advocacy and more. Readers and
writers of Café include pastors, seminary and college
students, and other young adult women who use Café as a
Bible study resource individually or with a group.
Although many women in their 20s and 30s contribute in
every issue, Café can be used and shared by women of all
ages.

www.boldcafe.org
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Assets
SWO Checking
SWO Savings
Mission Investment Fund
Total Assets

$9,866.25
$6,204.11
$3,263.38
$19,333.74

Designated Funds
1/2 Unit Offering

$0.00

Board Offering
Convention Offering

$0.00
$0.00

Scholarship-Synod Convention

$200.00

-Triennial Conv.
-Other
Triennial Promoter

$2,290.00
$200.00
$0.00

Convention

$2,009.36

Mission Investment Fund

$3,263.38

Unexpected Expense
Total Designated Funds

$0.00
$7,962.74

Funds Available in Checking and savings

$8,107.62

Total Funds Available

$8,107.62

Mail UNIT offerings to:
Treasurer: Tori Mallak
132 S. 92nd Street
Milwaukee, WI 53214

Give Thanks
Give thanks with a grateful heart.
Give thanks to the Holy One.
Give thanks because He gave us Jesus
Christ, His Son.
And now, let the weak say , “I am strong.”
Let the poor say, “I am rich” because of
what the Lord has done for us.
Give thanks.
Author Unknown

That’s the theme of this year’s synodical convention which will be held on October 10th at Mt. Zion Lutheran Church,
Wauwatosa. The convention chair and intern, Donna Hallada and the Rev. Vicki Watkins have chosen I Corinthians
16:14 “Let all that you do be done in love.” as the convention theme verse. They are busy making plans for workshops,
etc. and those plans will be forthcoming in the next issue of this newsletter.
I’m pleased to announce that the churchwide representative for our
convention will be Elizabeth Burgess. Liz was elected to the
churchwide board at the 2017 triennial convention. She had previously
been appointed to the churchwide board to fill a vacancy in 2016. She
serves on the constitutional review and executive committees.
Liz comes to us from the New England Synodical Women’s
Organization. She has served as president, treasurer, board member
and convention co-chair.
Liz and her husband, Bill, have three children and four grandchildren.
She is looking forward to meeting women from across the country, listening and learning, and especially sharing with
them her passion for justice and using social media to promote Women of the ELCA and God’s love.

God’s Work. Our Hands.
serving our brothers and sisters in times of crisis
The Food Justice Ministries at All Peoples Church in Milwaukee has done a lot of work to support those in our
neighborhood dealing with food insecurity through the time of the Safer at Home order. We have expanded our monthly
food pantry to every week. We are partnering with our local supermarket, Pete's, to offer a free bag of fresh produce to
our neighbors each week. St. Vincent de Paul usually serves a meal in our building every weekday, but that program
was suspended for safety reasons. All Peoples is now partnering with a local food truck, Mister Bar-B-Que, to offer free
meals to our community every week night.
Women in our community have been integral to these efforts. Pastor Lindsey Beukelman, Minister of Partnerships
Linda Muth, Garden Educator Susan Holty, and Office Manager Anna Lamer have been working tirelessly to
coordinate these efforts--planning and executing all these events, securing funding, spreading the word, communicating
determine what non-food needs might also help with. Women church members have offered volunteer support,
including some that are around almost every day. Women from our partner churches have also been around to help.
Safety restrictions have greatly changed our spring time preparations in the garden, which is usually accomplished
through work days and in by young people in our Kids working to Succeed program. Susan Holty has directed
individuals and families working on their own to ensure that we will be able to produce food for the community this
summer as we would do in an ordinary year.
I started trying to list the women that I know have been volunteering and what they have been doing, but I am sure I
would miss many women that have been involved. If you would like more details, just let me know what you need to
know, and I can work with Pastor Lindsey et.al. to get any questions answered.
Thanks, Amy Bowers, All Peoples Church
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Triennial 2020
ELEVENTH TRIENNIAL GATHERING
July 16, 2020 - July 19, 2020
Phoenix, Arizona
These Gatherings are always fun and we learn so much.
Yes, Phoenix will be hot in July but the buildings are all
air-conditioned. Visit the Women of the ELCLA website womenoftheelca.org for the schedules, side
trips, and registration information. Encourage the women from your congregation to join you.

Postponed
u
n
t
i
l
August 3-8
, 2021
The Theme for Triennial Gathering in
2020 is “Just Love” to be held in Phoenix AZ.

Please make your check
payable to
Greater Milwaukee WELCA
and mail to:
Donna Yourell
S70 W14846 Dartmouth Cir
Muskego, WI 53150
The deadline is May 1st 2020
Any questions?
Donna Yourell
414-422-1837
414-531-9641
djyourell@yahoo.com

The palette of deep purple and bright green in the
logo is reflective of the scenery of the valley in the
Phoenix area. Along with the bright purple flowers
and vibrant green cacti. The turquoise color
connects to the history of native cultures in Arizona
and southwest region. Red signifies love. The
shade of red in our gathering logo is not one of fire
or caution, but rather one of joy.
Underneath we have added Greater Milwaukee to
indicate the synod we are from. We chose the blue
for the shirt to work with and have contrast with the
other colors. We will be selling them for Triennial,
but you do not need to go to Phoenix to
represent Greater Milwaukee!! I will be sending
emails to those who ordered in 2017.
They are the same basic t-shirt we ordered for last
Triennial so you will be able to judge your size.
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JOIN IN TUESDAY PRAYER AT NOON
We have revitalized a discipline carried out in our organization in the past:
gathering in prayer on Tuesdays at noon. We’ve created a simple form to
follow: reflect on God’s word, offer prayers, and reflect on your self-care
and the care of others. We have a one-page downloadable prayer sheet
available on welca.org. I encourage you to download and share it among
the women in your congregation.
Come together every Tuesday at noon to pray together, resting sure in the
knowledge that “neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things to
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39 NRSV)
SUSTAIN COMMUNITY
Within Women of the ELCA, we have a long tradition of drawing on
support from one another. It’s what Martin Luther referred to as “mutual consolation.” In our congregational
groups, we have walked together through cancer, divorce, death, job loss, and more. We have mentored each
other in the faith. We have celebrated births, graduations, new jobs, and other milestones, large and small.
And we have done all of this while immersed in God’s word, month in, month out.
Now is the time to rely heavily on one another. Because we cannot meet together in person, we will find creative ways to offer each other that mutual consolation. Here are a few ideas.
Pray for each other.
Begin with a telephone call to check in on a sister in Christ.
Someone in your congregational group can likely figure out how to have a group phone call.
Those who use newer technology can gather your group together via FaceTime, Zoom, or another electronic option. You can hold a Bible study in those settings.
Participate within our social media communities. They are ways to gather virtually. Within Facebook, we
have a Women of the ELCA community, one centered on Gather magazine and another on Café.
However you do it, now is the time to support one another in community.
BE FLEXIBLE
“An openness to change and the ability to allow for diversity in functioning
shall be among the desired results of the structure of this organization.” That’s one of the principles of Women
of the ELCA, found in Article III, Section 4 of the Churchwide Constitution. Right now, we can’t predict
when the pandemic will subside or even what life will be like after the pandemic subsides. For good or for ill,
the life we knew in 2019 will likely not return in whole.
What I do know, however, is that being open to change will allow this organization to live into the future,
supporting Lutheran women as we live out our baptismal promises.
May God’s peace be with you.

Linda Post Bushkofsky
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Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President:
Worship
Resource
Books

Sue Seidemann (2021)
3729 N. 12th Street
Sheboygan, WI 53083
920-452-1634 (H)
920-946-1857 (C)
seidesue@Charter.net
St. Peter LC - Sheboygan

Vice Pres:

Karen Hoffman (2020)
5302 Mansfield Drive
Greendale, WI 53129
414-421-9249 (C)
ksh3231gw@sbcglobal.net
St. Stephen the Martyr LC - Greendale

Secretary:
Historian

Laura Ruiz (2020)
171 N. 71st Street
Milwaukee, WI 53213
414-704-7849 (C)
ruizlm60@yahoo.com
Ascension LC - Milwaukee

Treasurer:
Finance Chair
Offerings

Victoria Mallak (2021)
132 S. 92nd Street
Milwaukee, WI 53214
414-257-3315 (H)
414-530-6884 (C)
vmallak@wi.rr.com
Martin Luther LC - Milwaukee

BOARD MEMBERS
Mission Team
Robin Fatla (2021)
Gleanings Editor W62 N616 Washington Ave
Cedarburg, WI 53012
262 339-8898
rlwfatla@gmail.com
St. John - Grafton

Chair: Julie Starks 414-483-0122 jastarks@earthlink.net

Mission Team

Crew: Nancy Sack 414-545-5434 nsack@att.net

Anti-Racism

Cheryl Isotalo (2021)
6333 W. Cleveland Ave.
West Allis, WI 53219
414 541-4236 (H)
414 975-2089 ©
cisotalo@yahoo.com
Nativity Lutheran - Wauwatosa

Gleanings Mailing Crew

LaVerne Mueller 414-541-2103
billlaernem@gmail.com …
Ruth Hoppe 421-281-5896 hppruth@sbcglobal.net
Joint Clusters I, II, III, IV Nancy Sack
414-545-5434 nsack@att.net

Lona Eubanks (2021)
10260 W. Terra Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53224
414-368-3363
l.eubanks@sbcglobal.net
Incarnation LC - Milwaukee

Convention
Chair

Donna Hallada (2020)
1707 Garden Lane
West Bend, WI 53095
262-429-1323
drhallada@charter.net
Trinity Lutheran - West Bend

Convention
Intern

Vicki Watkins (2021)
1727 N. 53rd St. #1
Milwaukee, WI 53208
414 475-6967 (H)
414 610-8408 (C)
vwatkins1727@gmail.com
Village Church - Milwaukee

Cluster/Cong.
Liaison

Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization
Website: www.greatermilwaukeeswo.org

Webmaster: Sandy Allen
allen.sjwerner@gmail.com (this is new)
Facebook Coordinator: Caitlin Vang
hi5.caitlin@gmail.com
Communications Chair: Julie Starks
414-483-0122
jastarks@earthlink.net

“Gleanings” is published four times each year
March, June, September and December
Articles for each publication should be submitted by
the first of February, May, August and November
Submit Gleanings articles to Robin Fatla
rlwfatla@gmail.com

Pam Maschke (2020)
5271 S. 22nd Street
Milwaukee, WI 53221
414-282-3956 Cell: 414-526-6605
pamwald13@hotmail.com
St. Stephen the Martyr LC - Greendale
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