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Purpose Statement

As a community of women
created in the image of God,
called to discipleship in Jesus
Christ and empowered by the
Holy Spirit,
we commit ourselves to
grow in faith,
affirm our gifts,
support one another in our callings,
engage in ministry and action, and
promote healing and wholeness
in the church,
the society, and
the world.

A Report from Our SWO President

Spring is finally here. It’s so good to see the daffodils, hyacinths,
and tulips in full bloom. Even the trees are flowering and
beginning to leaf out. With the pandemic it certainly seemed like a
very long winter, but now with many of us fully vaccinated there’s
a new feeling of freedom for many of us.

With the growing vaccination rate, your SWO board has begun to
prepare for our annual convention to be held on October 9", We’re
planning an in-person convention with the hope that the pandemic
will be sufficiently behind us that we will be able to gather safely.
Board member and convention chair, Vicki Watkins has several
workshop leaders who have committed to give us good, informative
workshops. Look for more information in this Gleanings and in the
September issue. Early bird registrations are due by Friday, August
20™ and the last date for registrations is September 24"

Because of the pandemic, the SWO board may have to cancel the
convention or possibly have a shortened convention with only the
business meeting to elect officers & board members and approve a
budget for 2022. Please register as early as possible so that the
SWO board has an idea of the number of participants. This is
especially important for the voting members. All checks will be
held until after the convention and returned to each participant if
the convention needs to be cancelled.

Finally, I pray that God has blessed each one of us in many ways
during these trying times and that you have remained healthy and
safe.

Sue Seidemann




In fond rgmegmbrance:
Mary €llgn Rigsner
April 3, 1946 - dpril 7, 2021

Mary €llgn was a megmber of
Shepherd of the Hills lsuthgran Chareh in Hubertus, WI.
She was a loving wifeg, mother, and faith-filled servant of God.
Sheg was an active member of the Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization and
served as national president of the Women of the €L.CH from 2002 - 2005.
She will bg degegply missed and always remegmbered.
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Called to Be Political - explores the Christian call and responsibility of civic engagement.
Kitchen Table Philanthropy - ideas to help you start talking about giving with your
family.

+ A Bold Life of Faith: Katharina von Bora Luther - there’s a little bit of Katie in all of
us. Learn about Katie while learning more about yourself.

+ Called to...Series - This series offers a wide variety of opportunities to explore together,
what God is calling you to be and to do.

+ Navigating the Globe - gives participants a new tool for viewing and navigating their
participation in global missions.

+ Hospitality: More Than Warm and Friendly - a transforming way of life that opens our
hearts to seeing Christ in others and being available to those in need.

All of these resources are downloadable PDF files at www.womenoftheelca.org/resources.
Some are for group study and others are for individual study.



Lamenting together
04/02/2021 - published in Boldcafé

by Rev. Sarah S. Scherschligt, Peace Lutheran Church, Alexandria, VA

I lived in a rural village in Malawi, East Africa, as a Peace Corps volunteer in the late 90s. There, I experi-
enced the power of communal lament. When someone died, the women in the community would stop every-
thing and start to wail. They would bawl for hours. Neighboring villagers could hear the grief-stricken sound
from far away and join the mourning.

For some, it had little to do with a natural expression of grief. It was more performative, like
joining a song in progress. Sometimes, to my ears, the cries seemed artificial and manufactured. |
came to realize there was great wisdom in it. Taking on an outward, physical manifestation of grief
helped people move through it. It cued emotional release. It was cathartic.

As Jesus approached Jerusalem, knowing it had become a disobedient and fractured
community, he lamented. (Matthew 23:37).

A month ago, as we approached the first anniversary of the coronavirus outbreaks, | felt a
strong, physical urge to grieve out loud and with other people. | have cried plenty of private tears
through this covid year and have had days of numbness too. I've even released my primal screams
into the void when | think no one’s listening.

Still, | missed the communal, in-person funeral for the losses of a year. | wanted to sing
mourner’s songs and grieve as a body among other bodies. | wanted to join a chorus in
proclaiming, “even though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil.” |
longed to hear other people’s wailing help me tap into my sorrow so that | could let it out and make
space for something new.

As a pastor, I've learned to trust that if | need something spiritually, other people do too. |
started thinking, “how could we gather to lament?” | thought of having a spaced drum circle where
we could wear masks and make music together in safety. We would gather to lament.

On the anniversary of the coronavirus shut down—the day that | announced that the church
building would close indefinitely—a group of 20 people gathered for a drum circle outside our
church’s narthex.

For an hour, our leader encouraged us to put our emotions onto the surface of the drum. She
taught us a heartbeat rhythm and invited us to speak names and losses into the space between
beats. Tha-thump (Peggy). Tha-thump (Jerry). Tha-thump. She said, “Don’t worry if you lose the
beat, we’ve got you.”

She kept it going. Some of us novice drummers couldn’t name names and keep a beat. If we
got lost, we could always find the rhythm again. Tha-thump. Tha-thump. | could let go, trusting the
drumbeat held me. Somewhere along the line, | realized | was being gathered in by God.

The noise grew, and we started to jam. We fed off one another, and while | could tell what
sounds | was making, | also could hear the sounds were part of a cacophony of expression. At one
point, tears poured out of me, along with grief, sorrow, anger, and pain.

As | learned from mourners in rural Malawi, something important happens when we gather to
grieve. After the drumming, | thought of Jesus crying with a desire to gather his people. | knew that
we had released something important. Jesus did gather us together, and our sorrow would not
remain forever. There was lament. There was catharsis. And then, there was peace.

What do you lament about the past year?
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for and with young adult women who
‘"”('i"rk identify as Lutheran or not.

Café shares stories written by bold
young women who write about faith, re-
L lationships, advocacy and more. Read-
Betty Eadie died in th? ers and writers of Café include pastors,
hospital after undergoing |0 inary and college students, and oth-
§ surgery. The events that o1 young adult women who use Café as
~ followed have been called |4 Bible study resource individually or
o Pt Gl N D - Ml “the most profound near- |with a group. Although many women in
death experience ever.”  |their 20s and 30s contribute in every
Her experience offers  |issue, Café can be used and shared by
astonishing proof of a life |women of all ages. www.boldcafe.org
after physical death. She
saw more, perhaps, than
& any other person has seen

At the age of thirty-one,

| before and she came back "...proclaim liberty throughout the
¢ . > land to all its inhabitants.”
A WIth an almOSt ' Leviticus 25:10

photographic view.

She was given a message
he Nei Y . W to share with others that has
Melvin Morse, M.D, #4 filled hundreds of thousands
with hope and a renewed
desire to love. “Embraced By The Light” recounts the people she met,
the truths she learned, and the magnificent realities of the spirit world.

I have read this true story several times and I find it to be a

fascinating account of what might be when we are privileged to move
from this life to the next. Robin Fatla

If you have read something you would like to share with your sisters in
Christ, please forward a brief review to me for inclusion in future
Gleanings.

Important Convention Information: please read

In light of what’s happening in Wisconsin due to the pandemic, in late August, your SWO board may have to cancel the
SWO convention scheduled for October 9. In the event of that occurring, there may be a business session only for
voting members to elect new board members and approve a budget for 2022.

It’s important also that women who wish to register for the convention do that as early as possible. If the number of
registrations is very low, we may need to consider changing the number of workshops or not have them at all. Your
checks should be made out to Women of the ELCA and will not be deposited into the SWO checking account until after
the convention. If the convention is cancelled each participant will be phoned or e-mailed to advise them of the
cancellation and the check will be returned to them. The SWO board will do its best to notify all women of the Greater
Milwaukee synod of the cancellation via Listserve, Facebook, our website and word of mouth to those who are not
internet users.

I’m looking forward to seeing our women at this year’s convention, attending worship together, and attending the
workshops Vicki Watkins has set up for us. Hopefully, the convention will be able to happen.

Sue Seidemann




Convention Registration Form

(this form may be duplicated as necessary)
33rd Annual Convention of the Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women's Organization

Theme Verse: 1 Corinthians 16:14 "Let all that you do be done in Love"

Saturday, October 9, 2021
Registration begins at 7:30 AM ... Opening Worship begins at 8:30 AM

Mount Zion Lutheran Church
12012 W. North Avenue, Wauwatosa, WI 53226

"Early Bird" Registration Deadline: Friday, August 20, 2021 ..... $50.00
***Final Registration Date, includes late fee: Friday, September 24, 2021 ..... $60.00***
**Student Fee (12-18 year olds)........ $25.00**

FOR FIRST TIME ATTENDEES ONLY: REGISRATION FEE ..... $35.00

There are no registration refunds ... you can, however, transfer your registration to another person.

SPECIAL NOTICE: Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, there is a slight possibility that this year's conven-
tion will have to be cancelled. If that should happen, you will be notified by email or telephone call so
please be sure you have included that information on the Registration Form. Be advised that no checks
will be cashed prior to the convention, in the event of cancellation, and your check will be returned to
you. It will be helpful if all participants pay for their own registration to facilitate payment returns.

Thank you for understanding.
Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women's Organization - Sue Seidemann, President

Do you have any special needs or dietary requests?

Return this form with your check, made out to the Women of the ELCA to:

Karen Hoffman, Registrar
5302 Mansfield Drive
Greendale, WI 53129
414-421-9249
email: ksh3231gw@sbcglobal.net
All registrations will be acknowledged by e-mail, if e-mail address is provided.
Check one: [ ]1am a Voting Member [ ]Iam not a Voting Member

Name Phone

Address
City
E-Mail Address
Home Church

Is Child Care Needed yes no
If the answer is yes ... what is the age of the child/children

By registering for this event, you give Women of the ELCA permission to use your image (picture) & comments in
educational, informational, and promotional materials in a variety of media, including electronic media.

State Zip

City




NOMINATION FORM for SWO Board Positions

For our SWO to function to its fullest potential, and carry out our Mission Statement, YOU ARE NEEDED

to step forward and volunteer your services or be prepared to say “YES” when contacted to serve on the Board.

During the business session of our 2021 Annual Convention we will elect a Vice President, Secretary, and 2 board
members. Prayerfully search your soul, think of your gifts and be prepared to say “YES” when contacted to serve our
God and the women in the Greater Milwaukee Synod and beyond.

_Vice President (2 year term)  Secretary (2 year term) 2 Executive Board Members (2 year terms)

Name of Nominee

Address of Nominee

Street City Zip Code
Home/Cell Phone ( ) Work Phone ( )
AgeRange = 34orunder 3549  50-64 65 orolder
Ethnicity
_ Native American _ Asian __ Black =~ Caucasian _ Hispanic __ other

Primary language other than English

Name of Congregation

Address of Congregation

Street City Zip Code

Experience
Beginning with the most recent, please list significant experience in each area:

Occupational History

Local Congregation Women’s Unit/Cluster/Synodical or Churchwide Women’s Organization or local ELCA
Congregation/ELCA Cluster, Synod Churchwide

Other organizations

Special Gifts and Talents

Form Submitted by:

Name Address Phone Number
Name/Address of Congregation

Note: Only one name may be submitted per congregation, Please obtain permission before submitting
nominee’s name.

Please return this form by August 1, 2021 to
Karen Hoffman
5302 Mansfield Drive
Greendale, WI 53129
E-mail: ksh3231gw(@sbcglobal.net



WHY WE WRITE RESOLUTIONS

Among the benefits of participating in our Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization is the opportunity to
have a voice in determining the activities and direction of our organization. Where we go and what we do is very much
up to our UNITS and individuals. That is why we meet in conventions, and at those conventions, we conduct business
via resolutions.

Think of a resolution this way:

¢ A way to participate in a democratic process and have your/our voices heard;

¢ A means to educate women in the Greater Milwaukee Synod about particular needs and concerns;
¢ Aresolution is a vehicle for inspiring others to take action.

Resolutions are really just a way to plan and think ahead, a way to hold ourselves accountable for decisions that we
make. When a resolution is passed it is no longer an idea but a commitment.

The goal of a resolution is to inform and educate the readers so that they are inspired to take action. There, a resolution

should:

¢ Have a clear and concise title.

¢ Address any one issue and call for attention to a need for action on something in particular.

¢ Address concerns relevant to the women in our Greater Milwaukee Synod (keep in mind our mission, purpose and
ongoing activities.

¢ Propose an action or a solution to a problem.

¢ Have sufficient background to give someone with little knowledge of the subject sufficient information to make an
intelligent and informed decision.

The first portion of a resolution is sort of a preamble. It consists of declarations of fact that you can support and back
up. Opinions are not expressed in this portion of a resolution. Each fact should be listed as a separate sentence or para-
graph that begins with WHEREAS, followed by a semi-colon. The final WHEREAS ends with a semi-colon followed
by “therefore be it.”

The second portion of the resolution states the action that you propose in order to address what you identified in the
WHEREAS portion. When writing the RESOLVED section, a guide to keep in mind is that his section ought to be able
to stand on its own ... you shouldn’t have to refer back to the WHEREAS section to understand what is being asked for.

Then there is the narrative portion of the resolution. It doesn’t have to be very long, but it should provide the rationale
for bringing the resolution forward and include a brief summary of the facts supporting the resolution. It provides an-
swers to the question, “where did this idea come from?” that go beyond simply the facts provided in the WHEREAS
section. This is where you provide some context for your enthusiasm to bring forth the resolution.

Okay Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization ... what do you want this organization to do?

WHEREAS
and
WHEREAS
therefore, be it
RESOLVED
and be it further
RESOLVED

Any Resolutions to be acted on at this year’s SWO Convention (October 9th) must be signed by the person(s) and
congregational UNIT and sent to the SWO President no later than Monday, August 23rd.

Sue Seidemann
3729 N. 12th Street
Sheboygan, WI 53083
e-mail: seidesue@charter.net



Scholarship Application: SWO Convention 2021
Greater Milwaukee Synod Women of the ELCA

Four scholarships available of $50.00 each

Have membership in an ELCA congregation

Active in congregation’s Women of the ELCA Unit
Actively participating the Greater Milwaukee SWO and
In need of financial assistance for participation

Please Print:

Name: Telephone: ( )
Address:
(Street or Post Office Box) City State Zip
E-Mail: First Time Attendee? Yes ~ No
Church Name and City:
Age Range: (circle one) 18-25 26-35 36-45 46-55 Over 55

(Use the reverse side of this Form if more space is needed)

State your involvement with your church and the Women of the ELCA:

Your reasons for requesting scholarship support to attend the SWO convention:

Why is attending the SWO convention important to you?

When you return home, you are expected to write an article for the Gleanings, give a report to your local congregation
and/or congregational Women’s Unit, if asked.

Date: Signature:
Please complete and return this form by August 23, 2021 with your registration form and check to Karen Hoffman, 5302 Mans-
field Dr. Greendale, W1 53129. Your check will be held and given back to you if you are awarded a scholarship.




Treasurer’s Report ... May 31, 2021

Receipts Actual YTD [2021Budget Assets
Board Offerings $20.00 $0.00| [SWO Checking $12,849.52
Cluster Funds $0.00 $0.00| |SWO Savings $6,207.42
Unit Offerings $4,042.23 $5,000.00| |Mission Investment Fund $3,383.68
Total Assets $22,440.62

Convent%on Offe.ring . $0.00{  $2,000.00 Designated Funds
Convention Registration (Synod) $0.00]  $3,500.00| {5 UnitO ffering $2.021.11
Special Event/Retreat Offering $0.00 $0.00 Board Offeri 520,00
Special Event/Retreat Registrations $0.00 $0.00 Coar - erlgff - $0'00
Designated Income $0.00]  $1,000.00 oTvenmtlon o8 :
Miscellaneous $0.00 $500.00| |Scholarship-Synod Convention $100.00
Total Receipts $4,062.23 $12,000.00 -Triennial Conv. $2,290.00

Disbursements -Other $200.00
Board Offering Disbursements $335.00 Triennial Promoter $0.00
Unit Offerings to CWO $2,021.11 $2,500.00 Convention $1,739.47
Convention Offering Disbursement $0.00]  $2,000.00| |Mission Investment Fund $3,383.68
Retreat Offering Disbursement $0.00 0.00
Designated Expense $0.00 $300.00 Unexpecte.d Expense $0.00
Program I Mission Growth $0.00 $10.00 Total Designated Funds $9,754.26
Program II Mission Community $0.00 $10.00 Funds Available in Checking and sav- 0.302.68
Program III Mission Action $0.00 $10.00| [2&S $9,302.
Program IV & V Executive Com & Brd $0.00f  $650.00| (Total Funds Available $9,302.68
Program VI Convention Committee $0.00  $3,250.00
Program VII Clusters $0.00 $10.00
Program VIII Financial Matters $0.00 $150.00 R!"!"BER:
Program IX Newsletter $83.38|  $1,000.00
Program X Special Events $0.00 $50.00] ' Your offerings, though may be somewhat
Program XI Scholarships -Synod Conv. $0.00 $200.00| = smaller, are still VERY important and

-Triennial $0.00 $880.00| needed, by your Greater Milwaukee Synod
_Other $0.00 $50.00/ AND churchwide organizations.
Program XII Anti-Racism $65.00 $180.00 . . d
Program XIII Miscellaneous $50.00]  $700,00 | Have your unit treasurer continue to sen
—— what she can to help with the costs of
Triennial Promoter $0.00 $50.00 o .o o e o
- maintaining the organization

Total Disbursements $2,554.49| $12,000.00

}aﬁ'sus {b::th:.e'rs Y ou

Mail UNIT offerings to:

Treasurer: Tori Mallak
132 S. 92" Street
Milwaukee, WI 53214




Why Is Milwaukee a Hub for
Human Trafficking?

Mission
Emphasis for
2020 - 2021!

The Human Trafficking Institute recently ranked
Wisconsin as sixth in the nation for human
trafficking cases. This report is just the latest in a
long line of studies that determined that the Badger
State, and Milwaukee in particular, is a hotspot of human
trafficking.

“One of the challenges when attempting to quantify the prevalence of human trafficking
is that there is more than one definition of human trafficking at play in the criminal justice
system. There are federal offenses, state offenses, and elements of both that fit additional
offense definitions, “ reports the Wisconsin Department of Justice. Wisconsin law offers a
broader definition of human trafficking than federal law.

Another problem is recognizing what is or isn’t human trafficking. “People imagine it’s
either something that only hits poor marginalized people, or it’s someone getting kidnapped off
the streets and flown to other countries, but that’s definitely not the case,” says Kate Knowlton,
executive director of Milwaukee’s LOTUS Legal Clinic, which offers free legal services to
victims of trafficking.

“We don’t want to believe that sex trafficking happens by people who know that kid or
supposed to love that kid, but you’ve got trafficking inside of families. It happens in Girl Scout
troops and inside church communities,” Knowlton continues. “It happens in plain sight because
there are vulnerabilities that are exploited by people in positions of authority and trust.”

Most victims are NOT kidnapped and forcefully brought out of their homes, but they are
taken advantage of for the perpetrator’s profit. The average age for a child when they get
involved 1n trafficking is 11 - 13 years old. The vast majority of victims in Milwaukee are
women (97%), 65% are black, and 86% were involved with Milwaukee police for another inci-
dent like sexual assault, domestic abuse, drug crimes or missing reports.

The Milwaukee Homicide Review Commission identified 340 individuals confirmed or
believed to have been victims of trafficking in Milwaukee from 2013 - 2016. Over that four
year period, on average, one victim of human trafficking, aged 25 or younger, was found in
Milwaukee every four days.

In Milwaukee, a majority of the identified victims were trafficked in just six zip
codes, including 53206, which has more than 95% of black residents. A study showed that
certain areas have “characteristics that allow trafficking to flourish.” Proximity to the
airport and I-94 make it easy to get in and out of susceptible neighborhoods.

The above report are excerpts from a complete report which can be read at
www.exploitnomore.org
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Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization

Greendale, WI 53129
414-421-9249 (C)
ksh3231gw@sbcglobal.net

St. Stephen the Martyr - Greendale

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President: Sue Seidemann (2021) Secretary: Laura Ruiz (2020)
Worship 3729 N. 12" Street Historian 171 N. 71% Street
Resource Sheboygan, WI 53083 Milwaukee, WI 53213
Books 920-452-1634 (H) 414-704-7849 (C)
920-946-1857 (C) ruizlm60@yahoo.com
seidesue@Charter.net Ascension - Milwaukee
St. Peter - Sheboygan
Treasurer: Victoria Mallak (2021)
Vice Pres: Karen Hoffman (2020) Finance Chair 132 S. 92™ Street
5302 Mansfield Drive Offerings Milwaukee, WI 53214

414-257-3315

Cell: 414-530-6884
vmallak@wi.rr.com

Martin Luther - Milwaukee

BOARD MEMBERS

Mission Team
Gleanings Editor

Mission Team

Anti-Racism

Convention
Intern

Cluster/Cong.
Liaison

Robin Fatla (2021)

W62 N616 Washington Ave
Cedarburg, WI 53012

Cell: 262 339-8898
rlwfatla@gmail.com

St. John - Grafton

Cheryl Isotalo (2021)
6322 W. Cleveland Ave.
Milwaukee, WI

414 541-4236 (H)

414 975-2089 ©
cisotalo@yahoo.com
Nativity - Wauwatosa

Lona Eubanks (2021)
10260 W. Terra Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53224
414-368-3363
l.eubanks@sbcglobal.net
Incarnation LC - Milwaukee

Vicki Watkins (2021)

1727 N. 53rd St. #1
Milwaukee, WI 53208

414 475-6967 (H)

414 610 8408 (C)
vwatkins1727@gmail.com
Village Church - Milwaukee

Pam Maschke (2020)

5271 8. 22" Street

Milwaukee, WI 53221

414-282-3956

Cell: 414-526-6605
pamwald13@hotmail.com

St. Stephen the Martyr LC - Greendale

Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization
Website: www.greatermilwaukeeswo.org

Chair:

Crew:

Gleanings Mailing Crew

Julie Starks 414-254-2533
jastarks39@gmail.com

LaVerne Mueller 414-541-2103
billlaernem@gmail.com .

Ruth Hoppe 414-281-5896
ruthhoppe708@gmail.com

Joanne Hoeft 414 282-7237
hoeftjoanne@yahoo.com

Tori Mallak 414 530-6884 vmallak@wi.rr.com

Joint Clusters I, I1, IIL, IV Nancy Sack
414-545-5434

Webmaster: Sandy Allen
allen.sjwerner@gmail.com

Facebook Coordinator: Caitlin Vang
hiS.caitlin@gmail.com

Communications Chair: Julie Starks
414-483-0122
jastarks39@gmail.com

Prayerfully consider serving on the
synodical board!
Submit the board nomination form from page 6.
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WOMEN OF THE ELCA

Greater Milwaukee Synodical Organization Non-Profit Org.
3259 S. Swain Court U.Sl.)icgage

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53207-3107 Milwaukee, WI

Address Service Requested Permit No.3678

PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY
DATED MATERIAL
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NOTICE TO INDIVIDUAL GLEANINGS SUBSCRIBERS

Please look closely at your address sticker and take note of the numbers following your name. Those numbers
are the date that your Gleanings subscription will expire. If the letters “comp” follow your name that indicates
you are receiving a complimentary copy.

To receive an individual subscription mailed to your home, send $5 for a one-year subscription (4 copies) or
$9 for a two year subscription (8 copies). Make check payable to “Women of the ELCA” and mail your order
to Julie Starks, 3259 S. Swain Ct., Milwaukee, WI 53207-3107.

Name

Address

Congregational Unit

ANOTHER WAY TO RECEIVE THE GLEANINGS ... THIS IS FREE
You can receive the Gleanings - IN COLOR! free of charge via e-mail. To do this send your name and your

e-mail address to Julie Starks at jastarks@earthlink.net You may also access Gleanings through our new
website at.......... www.greatermilwaukeeswo.org.

“Gleanings” is published four times each year: March, June, September and December
Articles for each publication should be submitted by the first of February, May, August and November

to Robin Fatla - rlwfatla@gmail.com
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