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In This Issue 

 

 

 

 
 

As a community of women  

    created in the image of God, 

    called to discipleship in Jesus  

    Christ and empowered by the                     

    Holy Spirit,  

we commit ourselves to  

    grow in faith, 

    affirm our gifts, 

    support one another in our callings,  

    engage in ministry and action, and 

    promote healing and wholeness 

        in the church, 

        the society, and 

        the world.  

 

This March 2015 issue of GLEANINGS will be delivered to you 

shortly after this year’s Lenten Season begins.  This season is a 

short season … only forty (40) days … remember, Sunday are not 

counted in these days.  This penitential season began on Ash 

Wednesday, February 18th … many of us worshipped on that day 

and were marked with a cross of ashes and we heard these very 

sobering words - “Remember that you are dust and to dust you 

shall return”.   
 

This season of Lent is a time of preparation to celebrate Easter 

and without the events of these Lenten days there would be no 

resurrection.   
 

Take time during this season to spend the extra time in worship at 

mid-week Lenten Services … set aside time, on a daily basis, for 

prayer and to once again read the story of our Lord’s suffering, 

death and resurrection and sing those beautiful Lenten Hymns 

In the Cross of Christ I glory, 

   Towering o’er the wrecks of 

     time; 

All the light of sacred story 

   gathers round its head  

     sublime. 

When the woes of life o’er take 

   me, hopes deceive and 

     fears annoy, 

Never shall the cross forsake 

   me; lo, it glows with peace 

     and joy. 
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28th ANNUAL SWO CONVENTION 
 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2015 
 

Norway Lutheran Church 

6321 Heg Park Road 

Wind Lake, Wisconsin 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW and make the com-

mitment to attend our Synodical Women’s Organization’s 

28th Annual Convention on Saturday, October 3rd.  Regis-

tration opens at 7:30 AM and the Opening Worship will 

begin at 8:30 AM. 

 

Our Theme is:  BOLD WOMEN HOPE and our Bible 

Verse is Romans 15:13  “May the God of hope fill you with 

all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the 

Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” 

 

Some of you may already know this year’s Keynote 

Speaker, Tracey Stadler who lives in Jackson, Wisconsin 

with her husband, Dann and who endured a devastating 

accident caused by a drunk driver.  These are the stories we 

hear on the 10 o’clock news or read in the daily newspaper 

but Tracey will tell us the rest of this story. 

 

There will be Workshops (a complete list will be published 

in the June Gleanings).  There will be various displays and 

Faith & Giggles Book/Gift Shoppe will be with us for a 

wonderful shopping experience. 

 

There will be business to transact and there will be an elec-

tion of new SWO Board personnel.  We will elect a new 

President and Treasurer (neither Betty Warber or Sue 

Seidemann are eligible for re-election).  We’ll also have to 

elect four (4) Board Members. 

 

********* 

Women of the ELCA is a vital organization but it takes all 

of us to continue to fulfill our Purpose Statement (see the 

front page).  Please prayerfully consider serving on the 

SWO Board and if you are willing to share your talents, 

please call Betty Warber (262-886-8918) and say “I’m 

willing to serve”.  Every woman, within our Greater Mil-

waukee  

Synod, is challenged by the words of a favorite hymn … 
 

Here I am Lord.  Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me.  

I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

MEET OUR CHURCHWIDE REPRESENTATIVE 
 

CINDY ARNETT 

 

Cindy was elected to the Church-

wide Executive Board of the Wom-

en of the ELCA in July 2014.  She 

serves on the program and commu-

nication committee. 

 

Cindy previously served as presi-

dent of the Sierra Pacific SWO in 

Northern California.  She is a long-

time member of Bethel Lutheran Church in Cupertino, Cal-

ifornia and she was a staff member for 17 years.  She has 

served in her congregational Women of the ELCA Unit as 

president and as a member of the board.  She also serves 

her congregation as a deacon, Stephen Minister and a Lay 

Eucharistic Minister. 

 

Cindy has served on the worship team for juvenile hall and 

the local children’s shelter, offering worship services for, 

and with children and youth. 

 

Cindy particularly enjoys coordinating women’s retreats 

and conferences.  Mentoring young women to help them 

discover who God has called them to be is close to her 

heart.  She also likes helping women explore opportunities 

for leadership in the Kingdom of God.  She loves helping 

women discover how to revitalize their Units and Clusters. 

 

Cindy is passionate about education and loves her work as 

a mentor, advisor and counselor for a private Christian 

University.  She is interested in learning more about  

global ministry. 

 

Cindy relaxes by hanging out with her husband Nick,  

daughter Carrrie and the grandkids.  She also loves spend-

ing time with her dogs and horse. 

 

We look forward to meeting Cindy in person on Saturday, 

October 3rd as she brings news of  Women of the ELCA. 
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Registration Form 
 

Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization 28th Annual Convention 
 

“BOLD WOMEN HOPE” 
 

Saturday, October 3, 2015 
 

Norway Lutheran Church 

6321 Heg Park Road 

Wind Lake, Wisconsin 

Send this form (which may be duplicated as necessary) and a check made payable to the Women of the ELCA to: 

 

Jan Fox,  Registrar 

4130 South Carnaby Lane 

New Berlin, WI 53151 

262-782-5680 

 
 

All registrations will be acknowledged by e-mail, if  e-mail address is provided. 

Check one:      [   ]  I am a Voting Member           [   ]  I am not a Voting Member 

(Registration deadline is September 15, 2015) 

 

 

Name______________________________________________________Phone________________________________ 

 

Address_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City______________________________________State____________________Zip___________________________ 

 

E-Mail Address___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Your Church___________________________________________________City______________________________ 

 

 

Is Child Care Needed      _____yes    _____no 

If answer is yes … what is the age of the child/children________________________________________ 
 

 

By registering for this event, you give Women of the ELCA permission to use your image (picture) & comments 

in educational, informational and promotional materials in a variety of media, including electronic media. 

 

 

FOUR $50.00 CONVENTION SCHOLARSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE  

Request Forms are on page 4  

 

 

Early Bird Registration (must be postmarked by Monday, August 17, 2015 …$50.00 

Beginning Tuesday, August 18 th Registration will be $60.00 

There are no registration refunds … you can, however, transfer your registration to another person 
 

Do you have any special needs or dietary requests?______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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$50.00 Convention Scholarships will be awarded to four (4) women  
 

 

to attend the Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization 28th  Annual Convention  
 

Saturday, October 3, 2015 

 

Norway Lutheran Church 

6321 Heg Park Road 

Wind Lake, Wisconsin 53185 

 

 
Please print  Name________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                     (street)                                                                        (city)                                                       ( Zip) 

 

E-Mail__________________________________________________Phone___________________________________ 

 

Church________________________________________________City______________________________________ 

 

I am applying for this scholarship because financially I could not attend the Convention without it.   
 

This is the first time I’ve attended the SWO Convention   ____yes     ____no 

 

 

Please sign your name____________________________________________________________Date______________ 

 

Reason for requesting a scholarship___________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 Scholarship requests must be postmarked no later than Monday, August 17, 2015 

 Those who indicate a financial need will be given a higher priority and delegates will be given preference over non-

delegates. 

 Applicants must be a member of a congregational UNIT (have Bible Studies, devotions and contribute to the SWO 

regular offerings). 

 Scholarship requests will be reviewed by the SWO Executive Committee and recipients will be notified by  

      Monday, August 31st. 

 Those who apply for a scholarship, and are not awarded one, may still register for the early bird $50 fee. 

 

 

 

 

Please complete this form and mail to Convention Registrar 
 

Jan Fox  

4130 South Carnaby Lane 

New Berlin, WI 53151 
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Treasurer’s Report … February 1, 2014 through January 31, 2015 

Receipts Actual YTD 2014 Budget 

Board Offerings $335.00   

Cluster Funds $1,347.57 $0.00 

Unit Offerings $5,836.08 $6,000.00 

Convention Offering $2,881.00 $2,500.00 

Convention Registration (Synod) $5,530.00 $4,500.00 

Special Event/Retreat Offering  $0.00 $200.00 

Special Event/Retreat Registrations $0.00 $400.00 

Designated Income $1,155.00 $1,000.00 

Miscellaneous $50.00 $250.00 

Total Receipts $17,134.65 $14,850.00 

Disbursements     

Board Offering Disbursements $290.00   

Unit Offerings to CWO $2,918.04 $3,000.00 

Convention Offering Disbursement $2,160.75 $2,500.00 

Retreat Offering Disbursement $0.00   

Designated Expense $124.00 $1,000.00 

Program I Mission Growth $0.00 $25.00 

Program II Mission Community $0.00 $25.00 

Program III Mission Action $0.00 $25.00 

Program IV & V Executive Com & Brd $667.68 $750.00 

Program VI Convention Committee $4,421.81 $4,500.00 

Program VII Clusters $109.73 $25.00 

Program VIII Financial Matters $94.60 $150.00 

Program IX Newsletter $1,131.57 $1,200.00 

Program X Special Events $0.00 $200.00 

Program XI Scholarships  -Synod Conv. $150.00 $200.00 

                                         -Triennial $1020.00 $600.00 

                                         -Retreat $0.00 $200.00 

Program XII Anti-Racism $0.00 $50.00 

Program XIII Miscellaneous $217.24 $250.00 

Triennial Promoter $166.77 $150.00 

Total Disbursements $13,472.19 $14,850.00 

Assets   

SWO Checking $9,919.76 

SWO Savings $6,681.32 

Certificate of Deposit (moved to MIF $0.00 

Mission Investment Fund $2,912.55 

Total Assets $19,513.63 

Designated Funds   

1/2 Unit Offering $0.00 

Board Offering $110.00 

Campus Ministries $0.00 

Convention Offering $0.00 

Scholarship-Synod Convention $50.00 

                 -Triennial Conv. $190.00 

                 -Retreat $200.00 

Triennial Promoter $136.32 

Convention $1,732.57 

Mission Investment Fund $2,912.55 

Unexpected Expense $325.00 

Total Designated Funds $5,656.44 

Funds Available in Checking and sav-

ings  $13,857.19 

Total Funds Available $13,857.19 

Phebe Hospital was built by Lutheran, Methodist 

and Episcopalian churches.  The ELCA Lutherans 

still support the hospital with $50,000 a year. 
 

Liberia’s electricity grid infrastructure was de-

stroyed during the Civil War which means the 

Hospital suffers from chronic energy insecurity, 

and has been grappling with extremely high energy 

costs and intermittent availability. 
 

The Women of the ELCA have the opportunity to 

deploy a large solar electric mini-grid system 

which will create a reliable source of electricity at 

a much lower cost than the current diesel genera-

tors. 
 

The women of the Northeastern Minnesota Synod 

have raised over $10,000 to get this project off the 

ground.  Their goal is to raise $200,000 in 2015 

which is 10% of the project cost. 
 

Because of your faithful, and generous, offerings 

your SWO Board was able to send a check in the 

amount of $500 to the Northeastern Minnesota 

Synod to help them reach their goal. 
 

Our dollars go where we can’t … but with those 

dollars we become the hands & feet of Christ in 

serving those less fortunate. 

This hospital has a large 360-

acre campus with 450 staff and 

nurses’ training center located 

in rural Liberia.  It provides for 

the health and well-being of 

500,000 rural residents, and 

cares for up to 150 outpatients 

and 125 inpatients daily. 

 

Phebe has recently been in the 

news as it was on the front lines 

of the fight against the Ebola 

outbreak.   
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A Message from the Synodical Women’s Organization President 

“Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will say, Rejoice” 

Philippians 4:4 

Sisters in Christ, 

 

 I rejoice in the Lord and how I see His work in the midst of the women in the Greater Milwaukee Synod.  This 

past weekend I attended the Conference of SWO Presidents at the Lutheran Center in Chicago.  Our Churchwide execu-

tive director, Linda Post Bushkofsky told a story which filled my heart with joy.  Linda was attending an event in Mich-

igan where she met Pastor Laura … this young Pastor said she had been active in the Marquette Unit in Milwaukee … 

this Unit was started by our Synod and Donna Yourell played a significant role in the happening.  We never know when 

God’s Spirit will touch someone through our efforts … we just have to be vigilant as we plant the seeds and let the Holy 

Spirit work. 

 

 We heard a little about the 10th Triennial Gathering, which will be held in Minneapolis, July 13-16, 2017 and 

we were told that there will be some emphasis on the 500th  Anniversary of the Reformation.  The days prior to the 

Gathering “voting members” will convene in the Convention.  In preparation of this, in 2016 at our local Annual Con-

vention we’ll be electing persons to serve in this capacity.  Before Churchwide can make a ruling as to how many 

“voting members” the Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization will be allotted we have to do a congrega-

tional assessment.  This information is due to Churchwide by April 1st so I’m asking that you let me know the name, 

address, phone number and e-mail address of the contact woman in your congregation - call me at 262-886-8918 or e-

mail me at betty@warber.net.  If I don’t hear from you, rest assured that you’ll be hearing from me. 

 

 If you’ve already read the information regarding this year’s  Annual Convention, you know that we’ll be elect-

ing a new SWO President, Treasurer plus Board Members.  I urge you to prayerfully consider serving on this Board - 

we are a great organization but when we don’t have Board Members it’s difficult to accomplish all that needs to be 

done.  In addition to the work we do, we become a sisterhood - we support one another with prayer - we work together 

to fulfill the Women of the Church’s Purpose Statement - read it very carefully - savor the words and realize what they 

say to you. 

 

 I encourage you to read each issue of the Gather Magazine.  The March issue has a couple of excellent articles, 

the first one written by Barbara Brown Taylor entitled ‘The Practice of Feeling Pain” and the second written by Deanna 

A. Thompson “Living with Dying”.  Like most Gather Magazine articles, they are short and quick reads, very informa-

tive and enlightening. 

 

 I began with saying “Rejoice in the Lord” … so shall I end my message.  Rejoice in the Lord in your giving.  

Do you find joy in you Unit when the offering basket is passed or is that something you dread?  It’s those offerings 

which allow us to do ministry … one half of everything our treasurer receives immediately goes to Churchwide … the 

other fifty-percent is used for ministries within our synod or as is written on page 5, we were able to send $500 to be 

used toward solar panels at the Phebe Hospital in Liberia.  We give those gifts with joy and thanksgiving. 

 

 Has your Unit held a Thankoffering Service?  Thankofferings began years ago with the motto “a penny a day, 

the Thankoffering way”.  What are you thankful for?  Your children, the sunshine, the snow, a day when the tempera-

tures are a bit warmer?  When those things come to mind, do you remember to thank God who is in charge of every 

breath we take?  Do you take the opportunity to put something aside for a “thankoffering”? 

 

      Rejoice in the Lord always, and again, I say rejoice, 

 

      Betty Warber 
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QUILTS for LWR … Update 
 

In the December 2014 Gleanings we announced that 4,385 quilts had been shipped to Lutheran World Relief from 30 

congregations.  Since that time, we’ve heard from two more congregations bringing that total to 4,611. 
 

 St. Peter (Sheboygan) made a total of 56 quilts - 17 for LWR.  In addition 24 for Project Linus; 4 to the Safe Har-

bor (abused women); 4 to High School Graduates; 3 were given to newly Baptized and 2 for cancer victims at St. 

Peter.  2 quilts were used for a raffle at our “New 2 You” sale which provides funds for their once-a-month free 

community meal.  Then, as with any project, there are left-over scraps and these were used to make 12 dog and cat 

beds for the local animal shelter. 

 St Mary’s (Kenosha) shipped to LWR 209 quilts … 30 lbs. of soap … 14 layettes … 400 school kits … 16 person-

al care kits.  In addition many more quilts were given to local homeless shelters. 
 

To everyone who works on these projects for LWR we say: 

WELL DONE THOU GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANTS 

Bev Etzelmueller submitted this photo of St. Matthew’s Quilting Ministry Group.  They had just completed packing 

boxes of quilts and blankets to be sent to the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. 
 

The shipping cost was covered by a Thrivent Action Project thus the 

reason each woman is wearing a black tee-shirt with a red & gray 

heart with a cross in the center and the words “Live Generously”. 
 

LaVerne Mueller, who has kept the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation’s 

needs in front of us for so many years, visited with St. Matthew’s la-

dies the day they packed these boxes.  She had a wonderful time visit-

ing with everyone and is very appreciative of the financial aid in the 

cost of shipping the quilts. 
 

Remember, during our 2014 SWO Convention we passed a resolution 

to 1. “continue the Pine Ridge Reservation Project started and faith-

fully maintained by LaVerne Mueller”.  2.  “establish a designated 

fund for the Pine Ridge quilt ministry to cover costs of shipping blan-

kets and quilts to the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota”  and 3.  “create a sub-committee to assist LaVerne 

Mueller, gather information necessary for the Pine Ridge Reservation distribution contacts, gather names of people in 

the Greater Milwaukee Synod area willing to deliver donations, educate the membership about needs and solutions, 

and maintain needed communication within the Synod to carry on this project”. 
 

LaVerne Mueller writes more about the Pine Ridge Reservation … see page 9 

THANK YOU TO THE WOMEN OF ST. 

MATTHEW’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

On Saturday, January 31st St. Matthew’s wom-

en hosted their annual “Women’s Wellness” 

Event under the theme “Powerful, Joyful, 

Hopeful”.  Following a delicious breakfast 

Pastor Margaret Schoewe opened with devo-

tions.  Keynote Speaker, Susan A. Marshall, 

talked about “Life … Be In It.” There were 

three break-out sessions and each person could 

choose to attend two - that was a difficult deci-

sion.  The event closed with a lovely luncheon 

of home-made soups and a delicious salad bar. 

Thank you for sharing with the women in the 

Greater Milwaukee Synod. 

We were greeted 

with a beautiful 

table of delicious 

breakfast food. 

Welcoming the keynote Speaker - Left to right:  

Bev Etzelmueller, Susan A. Marshall (speaker) 

Pr. Margaret Schoewe and Marion Hein 

http://photo1.walgreens.com/walgreens/share/p=1740181421627836980/l=3744274004/g=13642704/cobrandOid=1009/otsc=SYE/otsi=SANR
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THE SYNODICAL WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION TO SPONSOR 
 

A BLOOD DRIVE 
 

Friday, May 29, 2015 … 12:30 - 4:30 PM 
(during this year’s Synod Assembly … at Carthage College) 

 

This BLOOD DRIVE will take place in a skybox in Tarble Arena  … this is a quiet place 

and yet there are windows which look down on the arena … easy access  from the business 

session of the Assembly.  Sign-up information will be available soon. 

Blood Centers of Wisconsin saves lives every day with the discovery, diagnosis, treatment and cure of many life alter-

ing health conditions.  Did you know? 

Every 3 seconds, someone in the US need blood?   

One in three people will need a blood transfusion in his/her life time? 

Less than 5% of the eligible population donates blood? 

Someone in our area receives a blood transfusion every four minutes? 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

BACKPACK FOR HOMELESS CHILDREN 

WITHIN THE GREATER MILWAUKEE SYNOD 

The following Resolution was passed last October by the women attending the Annual SWO Convention. 

Everyone is invited to participate … Backpacks will be assembled in mid-August 

Whereas, homeless children miss the security that a home 

symbolizes and many people take for granted; and 
 

Whereas, homeless children give up personal items when 

forced to move from place to place; and 
 

Whereas, children deserve good health, good food, school 

support and play time; and  
 

Whereas, the ELCA Churchwide asks church groups to 

participate in a hands-on service project in September; 

now, therefore, be it 
 

Resolved, that Women of the ELCA Greater Milwaukee 

Synodical Women’s Organization: 
 

1. encourages women in the Greater Milwaukee Synod to 

collect backpacks of various sizes throughout the 

year; 
 

2.    encourages women to collect necessary school sup- 

       plies throughout the year; 
 

3.    encourages women to collect toiletries throughout 

       the year; 

4.   encourages women to collect small personal security 

      items (stuffed toys (Beanie Baby size), books,  

      Matchbox cars, Nerf balls, or small, long-lasting  

      flashlights).  
 

5.  encourages women to collect healthy, non-perishable  

      snacks in July, 2015, and be it  
 

Further Resolved, that women gather in early August, 2015 

to assemble items into backpacks for distribution to home-

less children. 

 
 

 

Because homeless children live in all areas of our Greater 

Milwaukee Synod, these “BACKPACKS” will be distrib-

uted to various locations within the Synod.  One place will 

be the SHALOM HOUSE in Kenosha … another place 

will be somewhere in the 53206 zip code in Milwaukee. 

We will be looking for a place in the northern and western 

parts of the Synod - if you have a suggestion please contact 

Betty Warber at 262-886-8918 or betty@warber.net. 
 

Thank you for your support of this project  
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LaVerne Mueller says … Thank you for the many quilts donated for our Lakota Friends 

 

As I began this greeting it is Feb. 1st and we are all digging out from the blizzard that hit us last weekend.   Our Lakota 

friends also face these extreme weather conditions from time to time.  Those times when the wind seems to just cut 

through whatever we are wearing and we just can’t get warm.  I am frequently asked by quilters if there is a need for 

clothing.  The answer is a big YES! Any clothing they’d like to send could be added to the box of quilts or better yet, 

send a box just stuffed with clothing.  Melody and the staff would love that!    Once a church collected clothing all dur-

ing the Lenten season and sent it right after Easter.  What a great Easter gift that was!    Some churches gather under-

wear and sox (all sizes and shapes) and tuck those items and toiletries in boxes.  Batesland now has room to store items 

that aren’t needed immediately in case you have a surplus of things. 

             

Occasionally I visit churches and help tie quilts; some are headed for Batesland, and that made me feel good.   It’s so 

interesting to hear others talk about projects being produced besides the quilts.  An amazing variety of items are made, 

some shipped far away, and others stay right here.  One quilting group even sews feminine personal items which go to 

Nicaragua, who would have thought of that?  I’ve learned a lot about how our quilters are helping people all over the 

world.                               

   .                                                                                                                                                                                             

Getting back to our main topic,   Thank you all for the many quilts that have been sent or are soon on their way;   

housing on the Reservation is not as well insulated as ours.     

 

May God continue to bless all your efforts,  

LaVerne  Mueller 

 Have you had enough SNOW and COLD WEATHER?  Well, SPRING is on 

it’s way … In 2015,  the vernal equinox (which is also called the spring equinox 

in the Northern Hemisphere) falls on Saturday, March 20th at 6:45 PM EDT. 

 

The days will begin to be longer … we’ll travel with Jesus to the Cross and then 

on Easter we’ll celebrate His Resurrection and then on Saturday, April 25th  

everyone is invited to the…. 
 

THE MILWAUKEE JOINT CLUSTER’ S SPRING GATHERING 
 

Saturday, April 25, 2015 
 

Whitnall Park Lutheran Church 

5847 Lilac Lane … Hales Corners, Wisconsin 
 

Theme:  Spiritual Gifts 
(Pastor Fazia will lead us in Bible Study and Robin Bordie will present the Program) 

 

Registration begins at 8:30 AM and the Program begins at 9:00 AM 
 

Registration Fee:  $11:00 which includes lunch 

Registration for the Program only is $3.00 
 

Registration Deadline is Thursday, April 16th 

 

Make your checks payable to Jan Fox and mail your registration to 

Jan Fox … 4130 S. Carnaby Lane … New Berlin, WI 53151 

If you have questions, call Jan at 1-262-782-5680. 
 

EVERYONE IS INVITED – PLEASE SHARE THIS INVITATION … HOPE TO SEE YOU THAT DAY! 
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WOMEN’S RETREAT WEEKEND 

Pine Lake Camp Weekend 

August 14-16, 2015 

 

The planning committee for Women’s Retreat Weekend is hard at work firming up the details.  First of all, Pastor Alexis 

Twito, Pastor from Capitol Drive Lutheran Church, has agreed to be our Bible study and worship leader again this sum-

mer.  She served last year and the women couldn’t say enough about how she led the Bible study and the worship ser-

vices.  The theme this summer will be “Grateful Living” and the Bible verses are from Colossians 3:12-17. 
 

There will be time to praise God when we sing during worship, at sunset point and hear a meditation.  Take time to re-

flect on what is happening while taking a short walk around the camp to appreciate the wonders and beauty.  We’ll have 

time for fellowship; fun at the beach & canoeing and shopping right at camp with the various fair trade people. 
 

Five camper scholarships of $50.00 each are available this year if you are a little short on finances.  So take a few days 

for yourself to reflect on all that we receive from God.  Look for the retreat scholarship form in the next issue of the 

“Gleanings”. 
 

More information will be in the next issue of the “Gleanings”.  Look for it.  Hope to see you at camp and bring along a 

few friends with you. 
 

     Submitted by Nancy Sack - Coordinator 

Theme: 
 

“GRATEFUL LIVING” 

Bible Study  

& 

Worship Leader 
 

Pastor Alexis Twito 

GATHER BIBLE STUDIES 
 

Always Being Made New 
 

What’s coming up in our  

2015-16 Bible Studies? 
 

Gather is offering Bible Study in a 

different way.  More Bible studies will 

be offered and, written by different 

authors.  The schedule will go some-

thing like this ... 

 Summer:  Three sessions (June, July/August) 

 Fall:  Three sessions (September through November) 

 Advent/Christmas:  (Short devotional (December) 

 Winter:  Four sessions on Philippians (January/

February through April) 

 Spring:  One session, an intergenerational lesson 

(May) 
 

Another new thing will be that the “Leader’s Guide” will 

be included in the Gather magazine.   
 

Café is the award-winning web-based  

magazine for young women who want 

to build community, participate in 

advocacy and strengthen their faith. 

www.womenoftheelca.org. 

 

 

Tuesday, March 17
th 

 

St. Patrick’s Day 

 

 
 

St. Patrick, or the “Apostle of Ireland” actually started out 

in the pagan religion.  While not much is known about his 

early life, as many of his life’s details were lost to folklore, 

letters from St. Patrick reveal that he was captured in 

Wales, Scotland, or another area close outside of Ireland 

and taken to Ireland as a slave.  Years later, he escaped and 

returned to his family, who were Romans living in Britain, 

going back to Ireland for mission work after finding a 

place as a cleric and then Bishop within the Christian faith. 

He was born around 460 and by the 600’s he was already 

known as the Patron Saint of Ireland.   
 

There are many legends associated with St. Patrick.  The 

symbol of the shamrock used for St. Patrick’s Day comes 

from the story of St. Patrick using the shamrock to 

illustrate the Holy Trinity.  The three-leafed plant 

coincided with the Pagan religion’s sanctity of the number 

three and is the root of the green color theme. 
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  Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

President:       Betty Warber (2015) 

  Worship       6517 Williamsburg Way 

  Resource       Mount Pleasant, WI 53406 

  Books                     262-886-8918 Cell:  262-308-2676 

                                   betty@warber.net  
                     Hephatha LC - Milwaukee 

 

Vice-President:        Jan Fox  (2016)                   

  Registrar      4130 South Carnaby Lane    

  Constitution            New Berlin, WI 53151 

   Chair                      262-782-5680  Cell:                          

                     jcnfx@aol.com 
                    Ascension  LC - Milwaukee 

Secretary:           Karen Hoffman  (2016) 

  Historian            5302 Mansfield Drive 

                Greendale, WI 53129 

                 414-421-9249     Cell:   

                             ksh3231gw@sbcglobal.net 

                             St. Stephen the Martyr LC - Greendale 

 

Treasurer:           Sue Seidemann (2015) 

 Finance Chair      3729 N. 12th Street 

 Offerings             Sheboygan, WI 53083 

                              920-452-1634 Cell:  920-946-1857 

                              seidesue@charter.net 
                              St. Peter LC - Sheboygan 

BOARD MEMBERS 

Mission Team         Vivian Johnson  (2015)  

                                     5711A  32nd Street  

                        Milwaukee, WI 53209                        

                                     414-736-9882  Cell:   

                                     VivianHouston10@yahoo.com 
                                     All Peoples LC - Milwaukee 

 
Mission Team         Pr. Viviane Thomas-Breitfeld (2016) 

            18330 Honey Creek Drive 

                                    Brookfield, WI 53045 

                                    262-781-0672   Cell: 262-366-2672   

                                    prviviane28@gmail.com  
                                    Grace Lutheran Church - Kenosha                                                          

                                     

 Anti-Racism         Gayle Cameron (2015)  

 Co-Chair         4812 39th Avenue 

                  Kenosha, WI 53144                        

                     Cell:  262-914-9083 

                      gcameron23@yahoo.com 

                      St. Mary’s Lutheran Church - Kenosha 

                                                                     
Anti-Racism         

   Co-Chair                  
                                     

                   

                   

                                      

 

Conv.     Donna Yourell (2015) 

Chair S70 W14846 Dartmouth Circle 

 Muskego, WI 53150 

 414-422-1837 Cell: 414-531-9641

 dyourell@wi.rr.com 

 St. John LC - Brookfield  

 

Conv. Debra Burns (2016) 

Intern N168 W21700 Main Street  Lot 294 

              Jackson, WI 53037 

                                            Cell:  262-305-0829 

 Romans12serve@gmail.com 

 Trinity LC - West Bend 

 

Cluster 

Liaison 

 

                   

   

 

 “Gleanings” is published four times each year  

March, June, September and December 
 

Articles for each publication should be submitted by 

the first of February, May, August and November 
 

Submit Gleanings articles to Betty Warber 

betty@warber.net 

Joint Cluster  Nancy Sack 

   I, II, III, IV 414-545-5434 nsack@att.nt                                     
  

 

Congregational Liaison (appointed for a one (1) year term) 

Carole Ropel  

 N22 W24233A Range Line Road 

 Pewaukee, WI 53072 

 262-523-4130   cell; 414-719-2468 

 caroleropel@wi.rr.com  
 St. Stephen the Martyr LC - Greendale 

 

Communications Chair: 

Julie Starks            414-483-0122    jastarks@earthlink.net 

 

Communication Committee Members:   

Nancy Sack      414-545-5434 nsack@att.net 
 

LaVerne Mueller    414-541-2103     zeddies@milwpc.com 
    

Ruth Hoppe             414-281-5896 hppruth@sbcglobal.net  

  

Webmaster:  Sandy Allen    the5allens@wi.rr.com 
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WOMEN OF THE ELCA                                                                                                   

Greater Milwaukee Synodical Organization                          

3259 S. Swain Court 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53207-3107 

 

Address Service Requested 

 
 

PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY 

DATED MATERIAL 
 

 

 

 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Milwaukee, WI 

Permit No.3678 

NOTICE TO INDIVIDUAL GLEANINGS SUBSCRIBERS 
 

Please look closely at your address sticker and take note of the numbers following your name.  Those numbers 

are the date that your Gleanings subscription will expire.  If the letters “comp” follow your name that indicates 

you are receiving a complimentary copy.   

 

To receive an individual subscription mailed to your home, send $5 for a one-year subscription (4 copies) or 

$9 for a two year subscription (8 copies).  Make check payable to “Women of the ELCA” and mail your order 

to Julie Starks, 3259 S. Swain Ct., Milwaukee, WI 53207-3107. 

 

Name____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Congregational Unit________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ANOTHER WAY TO RECEIVE THE GLEANINGS … THIS IS FREE 
 

You can receive the Gleanings free of charge via e-mail.  To do this send your name and your e-mail address 

to Julie Starks at jastarks@earthlink.net  You may also access Gleanings through our new website at………. 

www.greatermilwaukeeswo.org. 

Daylight Savings 

Time  begins  

March 8th 


