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Saturday, October 14, 2017
Ascension Lutheran Church
1236 South Layton Blvd
Milwaukee, WI 53216
Bamboos symbolize strength. Bamboo takes years to grow tall
and strong because they are growing roots in order to support
their future. As women, we may go through many years of hardship, but God never gives up on us. Our time of suffering is also
the time that we are growing roots. Our roots help us get stronger
so we can fulfill God's plan.
Joshua 1:9
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not
be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be
with you wherever you go.
We have upcoming interesting speakers that focus on human trafficking and many exciting workshops that can help you become a
strong woman inside and outside.

As a community of women
created in the image of God,
called to discipleship in Jesus
Christ and empowered by the
Holy Spirit,
we commit ourselves to
grow in faith,
affirm our gifts,
support one another in our callings,
engage in ministry and action, and
promote healing and wholeness
in the church,
the society, and
the world.

Workshops:
-Meet and greet your new Bishop Paul Erickson.
-How to become a strong woman and how to advocate.
-Human trafficking awareness.
-And many more workshops that you can't miss out on.
For more information, please contact
Caitlin Vang at 414-343-9486 or hi5.caitlin@gmail.com
LIKE us on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/greatermkeswo/
Please read an interesting story about “bamboo” on page 2

FERN and BAMBOO
-author unknown

One day I decided to quit. I quit my job, my relationship,
my spirituality. I wanted to quit my life. So I went to the
woods to have one last talk with God.

Then in the fifth year a tiny sprout emerged from the earth.
Compared to the fern it was seemingly small and insignificant. But just six months later the bamboo rose to over 100
feet tall. It had spent the five years growing roots. Those
roots made it strong and gave it what it needed to survive.
I would not give any of my creations a challenge it could
not handle."

"God, can you give me one good reason not to quit”.
His answer surprised me.
"Look around. Do you see the fern and the bamboo?"

He asked me, "Did you know, my child, that all this time
you have been struggling, you have actually been growing
"Yes" I replied.
roots. I would not quit on you. Don't compare yourself to
"When I planted the fern and the bamboo seed, I took very others. The bamboo had a different purpose than the fern.
good care of them. I gave them light, I gave them water.
Yet they both make the forest beautiful. Your time will
The fern quickly grew from the earth. It's brilliant green
come. You will rise high.
covered the floor. Yet nothing came from the bamboo
"How high should I rise?" I asked.
seed. But I did not quit on the bamboo.
In the second year the Fern grew more vibrant and plentiful. And again nothing came from the bamboo seed. But I
did not quit on the bamboo.

"How high will the bamboo rise?" He asked in return."

In year three there was still nothing from the bamboo seed
but I would not quit.

"Yes. Give me glory by rising as high as you can."

"As high as it can? I questioned.

I left the forest and brought back this story. I hope these
words can help you see that God will never give up on
you. Never, never , never give up.

In year four, again, there was nothing from the bamboo
seed. I would not quit.

Prayer is not an option but an opportunity.

GATHER CELEBRATES 500 YEARS
Gather's January/February 2017 issue kicks off the new year with a celebration of reformation in the church, in the
world and in our lives. For those who have read this issue, hopefully you read the article from our Presiding Bishop
Elizabeth Eaton.
The words penned by Bishop Eaton are informative and gives us, the reader, much food for thought. She tells the story
about a seminary candidate who had encountered the reality that not everyone knows about Lutherans. The story goes
like this … the seminary candidate was wearing a Luther Rose pendant (readers, do you know what that is?) and a
waitress noticed it and said, “that is beautiful. What is it?” The seminary candidate responded, “It’s Lutheran”. The
waitress asked, “Where’s Lutheran?” Thus the waitress thought it was a place.
Today, when so much of our news is in regards to “immigrants and immigration laws”, Bishop Eaton’s article reminds
us that many Lutherans came to this country in immigrant waves in the 18 th and 19th centuries. We poke fun at ourselves with jokes about jello, tater tot hot dishes, lefse and the consumption of lye-soaked cod. We are proud of our
central and northern European heritage … our ancestors built churches, universities and hospitals and established social
service agencies.
Bishop Eaton goes on to say … If culture and cuisine don’t define us, our theology must! Some might question the
relevance of the theology of a 16th century German monk, but Martin Luther’s clear exposition of the gospel is as fresh
and powerful today as it was 500 years ago. You are encourage to read this article, in it’s entirety, as printed in the
January/February issue of GATHER … pages 22-23.
Yes, we are Lutherans … but, more than being a Lutheran, we are children of God … we are CHRISTIANS and how
does that title define us? Do our actions and words let others know that we are a child of the Living God? Do we
reach out in love? Do we pray without ceasing? Do we open our world to the immigrant? Do we worship regularly?
What kind of language comes out of our mouths … does it tend to be in the form of gossip … taking God’s name in
vain to make a point? Lutheran friends, we have a beautiful heritage … let’s take advantage of that.
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A Message from the

Synodical Women’s Organization President

Sisters in Christ,
You have all heard “If you need something done, ask a busy woman”.
I have discovered no matter what age you are, we are all busy. First; school, work, dating, marriage, work, babies,
work, watching our babies grow, work, watching our gown babies have babies, work and finally starting all over again
watching grandbabies and retiring.
We DO have time to do the things we WANT to do. I hope this year you will include heading to Minneapolis to attend
the Triennial Gathering, July 13-16th. We have chartered a Bus (see the yellow insert). I encourage you to take advantage of this great bargain of $85.00 round trip (on a full Bus). The Bus capacity is 56 seats, so please make use of
this service. Please note the cutoff date of June 1st.
We are having shirts printed with the “all anew” theme and logo for the Triennial with Greater Milwaukee underneath.
They come in coral color and the weight of the shirt is perfect. I am working with a local company to create them.
Please note the cutoff date is June 1st. The shirts are only $12.00. I will tally and have the shirts printed.
The white insert is a form for churches to fill out and send in. Make copies for circles and groups, please send in the
checks for the bus or shirts made out to Greater Milwaukee SWO and send to me, Donna Yourell.
Come to our Joint Cluster Meeting on March 25 th at St Stephen the Martyr in Greendale, WI. See page 6 of this Gleanings for all of the information
I also hope that you want to attend the Greater Milwaukee Convention in October 14 at Ascension Lutheran.
This is just the start of the year, so all you busy women, make time for just a few more exciting things!
Let us know what exciting things are happening around Greater Milwaukee Synod!
I look forward to attending the Conference of Presidents in Chicago the weekend of February 17-19th. It is helpful to
meet with other Presidents around the country. We challenge each other in faith and works.
Please keep Greater Milwaukee Board in your prayers as we continue the work of Christ through the Women of the
ELCA.
Peace and Grace,
Donna Yourell

Your SWO Board is excited to announce that $2,445.39 was sent to the Water Project in Flint,
Michigan. We were able to send that amount because of the generosity of our SWO UNITS,
individuals who sent in gifts and one-fourth of our 2016 Convention offering which went to
this cause.
Our president, Donna Yourell, has receive a thank you letter from Peggy Nelson, Treasurer,
from the Southeast Michigan Synodical WELCA Board with these words, “Many thanks to
you and to your congregations for all that you do. All of you, and all of those affected by the lead tainted water will
continue to be in our prayers”

I have one preacher that I love better than any other on earth. It is my little tame robin which
preaches to me daily. I put his crumbs on the window sill. He hops on the sill and takes as much
as he needs. From there he always flies to a little tree close by, lifts up his voice to God, sings his
song of praise and gratitude, tucks his head under his wing and goes to sleep, leaving tomorrow to
look after itself. He is the best preacher I have on earth.
-Martin Luther
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MARCH HAS SEVERAL IMPORTANT DATES
Ash Wednesday is March 1st thus begins our season of Lent, those forty (40)
days before Easter. This is a special
time in the church-year … a penitential
preparation for the celebration of our
Lord’s passion and resurrection.

Our Synodical Women’s Organization does not have a
special event planned … however, we should each spend
some extra time on this day to pray for peace and equality
for people of every color and religion.

th

*****

Sunday, March 12 at 2:00 AM we
move our clocks ahead one hour. Be sure
to set your clocks before going to bed so
that you arrive at church and be ready for
worship on time.

Traditionally Lent has been a time of
“give-up” and “take on”, when we deny ourselves some
pleasure and take on an additional time of study, worship
and/or service. These disciplines should not be selfimprovement ones, like “I need to go on a diet and Lent is
a good time to begin.” These are to be reminder disciplines of who we are and that for which we are preparing.

*****

As we journey through these forty (40) days keep these
words from a hymn in mind: “Bless now, O God, the journey that all your people make, the path through noise and
silence, the way of give and take. The trail is found in desert and winds the mountain round, then leads beside still
waters, the road where faith is found”.

St. Patrick’s Day, March 17th

Patrick was the “apostle to the Irish”. Born in Britain
about 390 A.D. and reared a Christian, Patrick was captured by Irish pirates when he was 16. During his six
years of captivity, his faith grew strong, and he was told
by the Lord that he was to escape. Back in Britain and
firmly converted, he found his family and underwent training for the Christian ministry. Eventually he was sent to
The next date worth noting is March 4th because that is the Ireland, and there he remained for the rest of his life.
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER, This is an international
ecumenical Christian laywomen’s initiative and is celeMarch 17th has for many years been celebrated as the day
brated annually in over 170 countries on or about the first of St. Patrick, bishop and missionary to Ireland.
Friday in March. The purpose is to bring together women
of various races, cultures, and traditions in a yearly common Day of Prayer through closer fellowship, understandSaturday, March 25th … JOINT CLUSTER MEETING
ing and action. The focus of World Day of Prayer is to
demonstrate that prayer and action are inseparable and that Everyone is welcome … see page 6 for complete details.
both have immeasurable influence in the world.

*****

*****

WHAT ARE YOUR EXPECTATIONS OF/FROM YOUR
GREATER MILWAUKEE SYNODICAL WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION?
On page one (1) of this publication we’ve announced the date and theme of our 2017 Annual SWO Convention …
that’s the easy part. The more difficult part is planning … “what will draw the women in the Greater Milwaukee
Synod together”? Every single woman is needed … every single woman is wanted … every single woman is important to our organization that we might better, as a community, serve God and His people.
YOU ARE WANTED … YOU ARE NEEDED … tell anyone of our SWO Board Members your wants, your desires
and your needs … you’ll find all the names, phone numbers and e-mail addresses on page 11.
One very important way for you to get something you want accomplished through the SWO is to submit a RESOLUTION to the 2017 Convention.
The goal of a RESOLUTION is to inform and educate readers so that they are inspired to take action and approve
the resolution. Therefore, it should have a clear and concise title and address only one issue. A RESOLUTION begins with a WHEREAS. After you have written one, or more, WHEREAS … you will complete the resolution
with: THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED … AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED.
In the June 2017 issue of GLEANINGS, we will have a form for you to use to submit your resolution(s). In the
meantime, please be thinking and praying about what you want our organization to accomplish.
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Treasurer’s Report … January 31, 2017
Receipts
Board Offerings
Cluster Funds
Unit Offerings

Convention Offering
Convention Registration (Synod)
Special Event/Retreat Offering
Special Event/Retreat Registrations
Designated Income
Miscellaneous
Total Receipts
Disbursements
Board Offering Disbursements
Unit POfferings to CWO
Convention Offering Disbursement
Retreat Offering Disbursement
Designated Expense
Program I Mission Growth
Program II Mission Community
Program III Mission Action
Program IV & V Executive Com & Brd
Program VI Convention Committee
Program VII Clusters
Program VIII Financial Matters
Program IX Newsletter
Program X Special Events
Program XI Scholarships -Synod Conv.
-Triennial
-Retreat
Program XII Anti-Racism
Program XIII Miscellaneous
Triennial Promoter
Total Disbursements

Actual YTD 2016Budget
$278.00
$446.80
$0.00
$4412.39
$6,000.00

$1841.55
$2020.00
$0.00
$0.00
$1510.00
$110.00
$10,618.74
$163.00
$2,206.19
$1,381.16
$0.00
$2,257.88
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$375.27
$2841.23
$0.00
$184.50
$1,556.90
$75.18
$0.00
$0.00
$1,580.00
$75.00
$197.30
$0.00
$12,893.61

$2,500.00
$4,000.00
$200.00
$400.00
$1,000.00
$480.00
$14,580.00

Assets
SWO Checking
SWO Savings
Certificate of Deposit (moved to MIF
Mission Investment Fund
Total Assets
Designated Funds
1/2 Unit Offering
Board Offering
Campus Ministries
Convention Offering
Scholarship-Synod Convention

-Triennial Conv.
-Retreat
$3,000.00
Triennial
Promoter
$2,500.00
Convention
$1,000.00 Mission Investment Fund
$25.00 Unexpected Expense
$25.00
$25.00
$750.00
$4,000.00 Funds Available in Checking and sav$25.00 ings
$150.00 Total Funds Available
$1,200.00
$200.00
$200.00
$880.00
$200.00
$50.00
$200.00
$150.00
$14,580.00

UNIT Treasurer’s … please send your offerings to:
Nancy Sack at 2013 S. 97th Street … West Allis, WI 53227
Regular Offerings & Convention Offerings
Should be sent with Form A
Thankofferings … Katie’s Fund … Special Offerings
Designated Gifts … Where Needed Most Offerings
Should be sent with Form B
If you have questions regarding which form is to be used,
please contact Nancy at 414-545-5434 or e-mail her at:
nsack@att.net
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$8,560.05
$6,187.79
$0.00
$3,048.22
$17,796.06
$0.00
$115.00
$0.00
$0.00
$100.00
$180.00
$200.00
$286.32
$2,009.36
3,048.22
$325.00
$6,263.90

$8,483.94
$8,483.94

2017 Triennial Scholarship Recipients
Your SWO Executive Committee is excited to
announce the following names as this year’s
Triennial Scholarship Recipients:
1. Pastor Marilyn Miller - pastor of Reformation Lutheran Church in Milwaukee.
Pastor Miller will serve as one of our Triennial Convention voting members and is a
first-time person attending the Gathering.
2. Rosie Haas - Rosie is a member of St. Matthew Lutheran Church in Wauwatosa and a
long-time member of Women of the ELCA.
3. Robin Gross - one of our younger recipients who’s a member of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in Greendale. Robin is a firsttime attendee at a Triennial Gathering.
4. Patricia Larry - Patricia is a member of
All Peoples Church in Milwaukee and a
first-time attendee at a Triennial Gathering.
Please hold these ladies in your daily prayers as
the prepare to attend the Gathering. We look
forward to their comments when they return.

CLUSTERS I, II, III & IV
Invite everyone to attend their

THE SPRING GATHERING
SATURDAY, MARCH 25, 2017
St. Stephen the Martyr Lutheran Church
6101 S. 51st Street Greendale WI
8:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. Registration
8:30 a.m. Welcome and Breakfast

Program: Struggling to Live the Gospel
How do we put our Faith into Action?
Bible Study Leader- Rev. Mary Martha Kannass
Matthew 35 and Luke 4
Program by Rev. Joe Ellwanger
Author of “Strength for the Struggle”
These are two of our favorite speakers. Don’t miss them!!
COST: $12.00 including breakfast $3.00 registration only
Registration Deadline is Wednesday, March 15, 2017
Make checks payable to and mail registration to
Jan Fox, Treasurer
4130 S. Carnaby Lane New Berlin. WI 53151 262-782-5680
EVERYONE IS INVITED
PLEASE SHARE THIS INVITATION

LOOK AHEAD … PLAN AHEAD
We are in the midst of planning for … looking ahead to the Tenth Triennial Gathering of Women of the ELCA. This
event (which this year will be in Minneapolis, Minnesota) brings women from all over the world together to worship,
raise their voices in praise and thanksgiving … to participate in new ideas, in new projects and then to return to their
local congregations refreshed and renewed.
So why the Heading Caption … Look Ahead … Plan Ahead? Well, planning these events takes a great deal of hard
work by the Women of the ELCA Executive Team and the Executive Board and they really plan ahead … far ahead!
The 2020 Triennial Gathering will be in PHOENIX, ARIZONA.
Ely Smith, Executive Board Treasurer, says “Phoenix is hot in the summer, but the food is terrific”.
The 2023 Triennial Gathering will be in SPOKANE, WASHINGTON.
This information is for you, Women of the ELCA, to think ahead … plan ahead … pray ahead that you might attend
these Gatherings. When one plans ahead, they prepare and one way you might want to prepare to attend the 2020 Gathering is to purchase your pre-registration at this year’s event.
While you are in Minneapolis you will have the opportunity to purchase a pre-registration for 2020 at a lower cost than
when the registration opens in 2019. Those who purchased their registration at the Ninth Triennial Gathering three
years ago only paid $255 … that is a nice saving because we know going to these events is costly. What happens if you
purchase ahead and then can’t attend? Your registration may be transferred to someone else. So pray and plan ahead.
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GREATER MILWAUKEE SYNOD SENDS 4,197 QUILTS plus KITS TO LWR
In our December Gleanings we reported that we had heard from thirty-two congregations and they had sent 3,693 quilts
to LWR. Since that time we’ve heard from five more congregations so the number of quilts to LWR has grown to
4,255! Well done thou good and faithful people who share their talents, skill and love for others.
Abiding Savior LC (Milwaukee) quilts to LWR…......250 St. Andrew LC (Sheboygan) .………………………….35
Plus 100 quilts were sent to the Batesland School at Pine
89 School Kits … 52 Personal Care Kits … 75 bars of
Ridge in South Dakota and another 150 were divided
soap
among the Rescue Mission, LSS and Florist Avenue
Luther Manor…………………….blankets & quilts…..20
Lutheran Church.
Christ the King LC (Port Washington)...……………..88
Trinity LC (West Bend)…..…………………………..196
60 Layettes

THANK YOU TO THE WOMEN FROM ATONEMENT LUTHERAN CHURCH
On Saturday, February 18th the women from Atonement
(in Muskego) had a regular meeting plus a program which
other women had been invited to attend. What a delightful, and informative program entitled A DOLL LIKE ME.

Amy’s business was featured in the
December 2015 Lutheran and if
you go on-line you can find these
back issues to read more about “A
Doll Like Me”.

Amy Jandrisevits, creator of “A Doll Like Me” combines
her love of dolls and her passion for social work and is a
member of Cross Lutheran Church.

Following the program the women
of Atonement served a “soup
luncheon”

Amy’s business started up in 2014 when a woman asked
her to make a doll for her daughter whose leg had recently
been amputated. Thus, “A Doll Like Me” came into being.
Amy says, “I hate calling it a business, I like to call it a
labor of love”.

Want to see more? Go to Amy’s
Facebook page A Doll Like Me.
Amy’s e-mail is: adolllikeme@gmail.com

Synodical Women’s Organization UNITS … Have you evaluated your model for mission lately?
If not, discuss what has worked for your UNIT and what has not. Begin to redefine your UNIT’S mission by encouraging women to participate for the first time. You might tweak what has worked and let go of what hasn’t. Evaluating and assessing your model for mission can help you target areas of weakness, growth and renewal.
Personally invite all women in your congregation to be a part of your evaluation and planning for the new year. Provide a place in your discussion for young adult women to share what interests them. Hearing the voices of all women
… those who participate now and those who might not know about the organization yet … may spark interests and
ideas and offer a place for women to be heard and supported.
Do you have an active ministry you would like to share? Your SWO Board would love to hear from you. Share your
ideas by e-mailing the Gleanings editor betty@warber.net. The following suggestions are ideas of how to involve
the women in your congregations:
 Sponsor a first-time participant at the Triennial Gathering this July in Minneapolis.
 Befriend college girls as “grandmother away from home”.
 Pair up intergenerational prayer partners … Begin an outreach to new moms.
 Start an after-school program … Begin after-work groups that younger women can attend.
This article has been reprinted in part from the 2016 Winter edition of the “interchange” magazine
By Eva James Yeo, director for membership for Women of the ELCA
For help with starting or reorganizing you UNIT…contact Eva at 800-638-3522 ext. 2450
Or e-mail her at eve.yeo@elca.org
“Reprinted with permission from Interchange, the Churchwide Newsletter of Women of the ELCA, Copyright ©2016
Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”
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TENTH TRIENNIAL GATHERING
July 13-16,2017
Minneapolis Convention Center … Minneapolis, Minnesota
Have you registered? … If not, please go to…
Womenoftheelca.org and register today.
Questions may be directed to Donna Yourell … 414-422-1837
or e-mail her at djyourell@yahoo.com

There is something for everyone

LOUNGE '70, '80, '90

Doesn
’
sound t this
like a f
filled e
u
vening n?

Thursday, July 13, 9:30-11:00 p.m.
Enjoy a late-evening gathering especially for women born in the '70s, '80s and
'90s. We'll share conversation and dessert while listening to our favorite hits from
those eras. Jelly shoes, acid-wash jeans and other flourescent clothing encouraged.
Dessert and cash bar $20 (pre-registration required)

S
O
M
E

Leymah Gbowee
Nobel Peace Prize winner and ELCA International Leaders scholarship recipient will be the
keynote speaker.
Leymah is a peace activist and Lutheran from
Liberia, Africa. She is
known for assembling
thousands of women
who prayed in the streets
of Liberia, eventually
putting an end to the
Second Liberian Civil
War in 2003.

S
P
E
A
K
E
R
S

This information comes from the
womenoftheelca.org web-site …
please go and read about everything else available at Triennial.

Pastor Angela T. Khabed is a pastor right here in the
Greater Milwaukee Synod … she serves at Ascension
Lutheran Church in Waukesha. Angela, a Bridges Scholar, completed seminary at the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago where she won the James Kenneth Echois
Prize for excellence in Preaching. In 2000 she was the
first African American ELCA missionary to Namibia,
Africa

Presiding ELCA Bishop, Elizabeth Eaton … elected
at the 2013 ELCA Churchwide Assembly. Prior to her
election she served congregations in Ohio. She earned
degrees from Harvard Divinity School and the College
of Wooster. Bishop Eaton is an ardent supporter of all
Cleveland sports teams and is also an experienced basketball referee and triathlete.

There will be many more speakers … incredible Worship opportunities … exciting
music … just imagine 2500 women singing praises to our Almighty God .. WOW!
SERVANT EVENTS: Activities range from making feminine hygiene kits to engaging in environmental issues. God’s plan calls us to work together, and here you
can practice with hundreds of sisters from across the church and globe. There will
be time to work on quilts for Lutheran World Relief and so much more.
The exhibit Hall will be filled with displays and shopping opportunities … come
prepared to do some Christmas shopping.
8
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MARK THE DATE! AUGUST 18 – 20TH
PINE LAKE WOMEN’S WEEKEND RETREAT ~ 2017
PINE LAKE CAMP, WAUPACA
BIBLE STUDY LEADER, Pastor Kathy J. Jacobson, of Peace Bethlehem in Cobb and Crystal
Rock in Fennimore. Kathy has worked in various forms of ministry over the past 20 years, from
youth and Christian education coordinator, to campus ministry, rural parish ministry to hospice
chaplain. Her true passion is writing. She has published 4 books in the Noted! “Faithful fiction”
series. She has a husband and 3 “twenty-something” children.

Theme: Peace, More than Meets the Eye; Romans 8:28, “And we know that in all things God works for the good of
those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.
Program: Whirlwind by Rob Hall (NOOMA series); During times of trial, we want answers, don’t we?
Book selection: The Shack by WM. Paul Young
Plan to join your sisters in spirit for the word, fellowship, and fun. Watch for Registration forms in the June Gleaning.

7 WAYS TO RECOGNIZE FAKE NEWS … by Audrey Novak Riley
So I made a mistake of getting into a Facebook disagreement with a young relative over a news story about a movie star who voiced
an opinion at an awards show. (When will I ever learn?)
Then I read the article my relative linked to, and I was surprised. It wasn’t a news story at all. It was clearly spin, thinly disguised as
a news story. It was fake news. How could she not have recognized that? Then I realized – I’m a child of the Cold War. I learned
about spin in grade school – we just called it propaganda. We learned about that along with civil defense drills and fallout shelters.
I pray that no child ever has to learn about fallout shelters ever again – but it looks like a little education in spin-spotting might not
be a waste of time. Certainly, it wouldn’t be as big a waste of time as an argument on Facebook.
Not long before World War II, a group of scholars founded the Institute for Propaganda Analysis to help Americans recognize and
resist propaganda.
They named seven propaganda techniques that we can see at work in politics – and consumer advertising – almost every day.
1. Name calling. We sometimes call this mud-slinging. Attaching a bad name or scary idea – from the silliest to the nastiest – to
the competing candidate or product is a common tactic.
2. Glittering generalities. Instead of labeling the competing person or product with bad words, the spinner covers their own person or product with good words, value words that can’t be proved or disproved.
3. Transfer. This tactic takes advantage of the power of symbols. Photographing the candidate in front of dozens of flags is just
one example.
4. Testimonial. This tactic borrows the power of a respected or admired person or institution to promote the candidate or product.
We’ve all seen movie stars and famous athletes endorsing cars, beer, makeup.
5. Plain folks. We see this every time a millionaire candidate goes to the state fair and enjoys a messy local treat for the cameras.
The messages depict no glamour, wealth, or fame, and that’s the point. The idea is that the candidate is “one of us.”
6. Band Wagon. Everybody’s coming to the weekend sale at Macy’s, according to the commercial.
7. Card Stacking. The scholars of the Institute for Propaganda Analysis used this phrase as a catch-all for the dark arts of truthshading, misdirecting, manipulating and downright lying, all at work at the same time. To combat this tactic, we must know the facts
and our own minds.
8. Fear. Many scholars cite the use of fear as a spin or propaganda tactic. The point of all these tactics used by spinmeisters and
propagandists is to appeal to our emotions and to short-circuit our thinking. Emotion, though not bad, is easily manipulated by people with agendas not aligned with ours.
Love, Aunt Audrey
Audrey Novak Riley is director for stewardship and development for the churchwide expression of Women of the ELCA. She promises to write on the board 100 times, “No one ever changes anyone’s mind on Facebook.”
Copied from February 2017 Bold Connection Newsletter
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Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President:
Worship
Resource
Books

Donna Yourell (2017)
S70 W14846 Dartmouth Circle
Muskego, WI 53150
414-422-1837 Cell: 414-531-9641
djyourell@yahoo.com
St. John LC - Brookfield

Secretary:
Historian

Betty Warber (2017)
6517 Williamsburg Way
Mt. Pleasant, WI 53406
262-886-8918 Cell: 262-308-2676
betty@warber.net
Hephatha LC—Milwaukee

Vice-President:
Registrar
Constitution
Chair

Sue Seidemann (2018)
3729 N. 12th Street
Sheboygan, WI 53083
920-452-1634 Cell: 920-946-1857
seidesue@Charter.net
St. Peter LC - Sheboygan

Treasurer:
Finance Chair
Offerings

Nancy Sack (2017)
2013 S. 97th Street
West Allis, WI 53227
414-545-5434 Cell:
nsack@att.net
Martin Luther LC - Milwaukee

BOARD MEMBERS
Anti-Racism
Co-Chair

Anti-Racism
Co-Chair

Vivian Johnson (2017)
4624 North 69th Street
Milwaukee, WI 53218
414-736-0368 Cell:
VivianHouston10@yahoo.com
All Peoples LC - Milwaukee
Gayle Cameron (2017)
4812 39th Avenue
Kenosha, WI 53144
Cell: 262-914-9083
gcameron23@yahoo.com
St. Mary’s Lutheran Church - Kenosha

Mission Team

Marilyn Day (2017)
W279 N8512 Twin Pine Circle
Hartland, WI 53029
Cell: 414-388-4535
mday17@wi.rr.com
St. Matthew LC - Wauwatosa

Mission Team

JudyLee Tarbox (2018)
S65 W24880 Robyn Road
Waukesha, WI 53189
262-408-5951
Cell: 262-751-2577
judilee23@sbcglobal.net
Atonement LC - Muskego

Mission Team

Convention
Chair &
Facebook
Coordinator

Caitlin Vang (2017)
7054 W. Mill Road
Milwaukee, WI 53218
Cell: 414-343-9486
hi5.caitlin@gmail.com
Ascension LC - Milwaukee

Convention
Intern

Laura Ruiz (2018)
171 N. 71st Street
Milwaukee, WI 53213
Cell: 414-704-7849
ruizlm60@yahoo.com
Ascension LC - Milwaukee

Cluster/Cong.
Liaison

Pam Maschke (2018)
5271 S. 22nd Street
Milwaukee, WI 53221
414-282-3956 Cell: 414-526-6605
pamwald13@hotmail.com
St. Stephen the Martyr LC - Greendale

Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization
Website: www.greatermilwaukeeswo.org

“Gleanings” is published four times each year
March, June, September and December
Articles for each publication should be submitted by
the first of February, May, August and November

Debra Burns (2018)
N168 W21700 Main Street Lot 294
Jackson, WI 53037
Cell: 262-305-0829
Romans12serve@gmail.com
Trinity LC - West Bend

Joint Clusters I, II, III, IV Nancy Sack
I, II, III, IV
414-545-5434 nsack@att.net
Webmaster: Sandy Allen

the5allens@wi.rr.com

Communications Chair:
Julie Starks
414-483-0122

jastarks@earthlink.net

Submit Gleanings articles to Betty Warber
betty@warber.net

Communication Committee Members:
Nancy Sack
414-545-5434 nsack@att.net
LaVerne Mueller 414-541-2103 billlavernem@gmail.com
(please use “quilts” in the subject line when sending LaVerne
an e-mail)
Ruth Hoppe
414-281-5896 hppruth@sbcglobal.net
11

WOMEN OF THE ELCA
Greater Milwaukee Synodical Organization
3259 S. Swain Court
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53207-3107

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Milwaukee, WI
Permit No.3678

Address Service Requested
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Sunday
March 12th

NOTICE TO INDIVIDUAL GLEANINGS SUBSCRIBERS
Please look closely at your address sticker and take note of the numbers following your name. Those numbers
are the date that your Gleanings subscription will expire. If the letters “comp” follow your name that indicates
you are receiving a complimentary copy.
To receive an individual subscription mailed to your home, send $5 for a one-year subscription (4 copies) or
$9 for a two year subscription (8 copies). Make check payable to “Women of the ELCA” and mail your order
to Julie Starks, 3259 S. Swain Ct., Milwaukee, WI 53207-3107.
Name____________________________________________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________________________
Congregational Unit________________________________________________________________________
ANOTHER WAY TO RECEIVE THE GLEANINGS … THIS IS FREE
You can receive the Gleanings free of charge via e-mail. To do this send your name and your e-mail address
to Julie Starks at jastarks@earthlink.net You may also access Gleanings through our new website at……….
www.greatermilwaukeeswo.org.
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