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As a community of women  
    created in the image of God, 
    called to discipleship in Jesus  
    Christ and empowered by the                     
    Holy Spirit,  
we commit ourselves to  
    grow in faith, 
    affirm our gifts, 
    support one another in our callings,  
    engage in ministry and action, and 
    promote healing and wholeness 
        in the church, 
        the society, and 
        the world.  
 

LENT 
 

When you receive this GLEANINGS you will be well along on the Lenten 
journey for 2018.  Pause for a moment and think what this Lenten Season 
is really all about. 
 
First of all Lent is a period of forty days (not counting Sundays) before 
Easter.  This year Lent began on February 14th  which was also Valen-
tine’s Day … kind of an interesting match because both events reveal so 
much love … God’s ever-lasting love for each one of us and the love we 
share with those God has placed in our lives … husbands, wives, mothers 
and fathers, children, grandpas and grandmas and our neighbors near and 
far … even those people we’ve never met. 
 
On Ash Wednesday most of us attended a mid-week Worship Service and 
during that service our foreheads were marked with a cross and we once 
again heard those words, “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you 
shall return”.  The ashes that the Pastor used for this were the burnt 
“palms” from last Palm Sunday … remember the words we heard then 
from Luke’s Gospel, chapter 19 beginning with verse 37, “As he was now 
drawing near, at the descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude 
of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all 
the mighty works that they had seen, saying, “blessed is the King who 
comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”  
And, we know the rest of that story … people strewed the way with gar-
ments and cut branches from trees to line the pathway for Jesus as he rode 
into Jerusalem where several days later He would be crucified. 
 
So, here we are continuing our journey toward another Palm/Passion Sun-
day, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter to worship our Risen 
Lord and Savior.  What are you doing on this journey?  Are you making it 
a priority to attend Mid-week Lenten Services?  Are you spending more 
time in prayer?  Is there someone in your life that needs your forgiveness? 
This list just goes on and on but please, take this season to heart, prepare 
yourself to sing the Alleluias on Easter Morning. 
 

The glory of these forty days,  
we celebrate with songs of praise; 

for Christ, through whom all things were made,  
himself has fasted and has prayed. 

 

Then grant, O God, that we may, too, 
return in fast and prayer to you. 

Our spirits strengthen with your grace, 
and give us joy to see your face. 

 

Hymn #320 from Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
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PLANS FOR THE 2018 SWO CONVENTION 
 

ARE OFF TO A GREAT START! 
 

Saturday, October 13, 2018 
 

St. John Lutheran Church 
20275 Davidson Road 
Brookfield, WI 53045 

 
Theme:  WOMEN CREATE CHANGE 

 
“When anyone is joined to Christ, she is a new being; the old is gone the new has come.” 

Theme Verse from 2 Corinthians 5:17 TEV 

Convention Chair, Laura Ruiz and Convention Intern, Lona Eubanks have been busy with their beginning planning's of 
our thirty-first Annual SWO Convention.  So far we can share …. 
 

Our Churchwide Representative is Keala Simoes from Hawaii.  She  has a bachelor’s and master’s degree in communi-
cation from the University of Hawaii.  Keala and her husband, Gerard, became Lutherans 20-years 
ago and she has been actively involved ever since.  In addition to serving on her Church Council, 
Keala has served on the Pacifica SO Board and she has chaired the Women of the ELCA Conven-
tion in Hawaii. 
 

Keala is involved in areas of social concerns and has organize “Parties with a Purpose” with women 
in her congregation and community.  These parties are fun social get-togethers that also accomplish 
living the love of Christ by collecting canned goods, gowns for high school girls, and toys for tots. 
 

Keynote Speaker:  Pastor Kathy Jacobson … Kathy has worked in various forms of ministry over the past 20 years, 
from youth and Christian Education Coordinator, to Campus Ministry, Rural Parish Ministry and that of Hospice Chap-
lain.  Her true passion, however, is writing and has published several books.  Kathy and her husband are the parents of 
three “twenty-something” children.  Those of you who attended the Women’s Weekend Retreat, last summer at Pine 
Lake, will already be acquainted with Kathy. 
 

Worship Leader:  Pastor Angela Khabed  … from Ascension Lutheran Church in Waukesha is a 
Bridges Scholar, and a graduate from the Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago where she won the 
James Kenneth Echois Prize for excellence in Preaching.  Those of you who attended the Triennial 
Gathering last July will remember her sermon, at the closing Worship Service about the “seed and the 
sower”.  Pastor Angela will also be doing a workshop. 
 

One Workshop has been finalize:  STREET ANGELS … if you saw the February 20th issue of the Mil-
waukee Journal Sentinel you’ll have had a great introduction to this workshop because it was front page 
news. This is a volunteer organization that provides food, clothing and blankets to those people who live in their cars or 
sleep under bridges. 
 

Ladies, remember this is your Convention and we want to offer you what you want/what you would be interested in.  So, 
if you have ideas for Workshops, please contact Convention Chair, Laura Ruiz by phone … 414-704-7849 or e-mail her 
at ruizlm60@yahoo.com. 

 

Of course, one reason for an Annual Convention is to take care of the business of the Greater Milwaukee Synodical 
Women’s Organization and to elect/re-elect Board Members.  This year we’ll elect a Vice-President for a one (1) year 
term; a secretary for a two-year (2) term and four Board Members to serve as Convention Intern and on the Mission 
Team. 
 

Is there action you want our SWO to be involved with?  Is there a project you want to see our SWO take on?  Are there 
any changes you want to see made to our SWO?  If the answer is “yes” the way to accomplish this is to submit a Resolu-
tion which can be acted on at the October Convention.  On page 9, of this Gleanings, you will find the way to submit a 
resolution so please take advantage of this process and get your ideas/dreams/wishes out there to be acted on. 
 

Our June Gleanings will have all of the Convention Information along with registration forms.  However, now is the 
time to mark Saturday, October 13th on your calendar and plan to attend the SO Convention.  Hopefully every UNIT will 
send a “voting member”. 
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Sing a Joyful Noise of Faith 
 

Program and Bible Study Leader … Pastor Carolyn Fredriksen 
 

Singing is worship and Worship is song.  Our Bible study centered in Psalm 98 will look at the significance of singing 
in our worship as we lift our praise to God.  The program for the morning will then build on that theme by demonstrat-
ing how God’s word can be memorized and taken with us in  a song.  (Some children, from St. Luke’s) will be with us 
to help bring that point home).  The emotional power of music can truly bring us into the presence of God, and God’s 

Word can truly support us in our journey of faith.  Join us as we “Sing a Joyful Noise of Faith”. 
 

8:00 - 8:30 AM Registration 
 

8:30 AM - Welcome and Breakfast 
 

Cost:  $12.00 which includes registration and breakfast … $3.00 is registration only 
 

Registration Deadline is Wednesday, April 4, 2018 
 

Make checks payable  and send to: 
 

Jan Fox … 4130 S. Carnaby Lane … New Berlin, WI 53151 
Phone:  262-782-5680 … e-mail jcnfx@aol.com  

JOINT CLUSTER GATHERING 
 

Saturday, April 14, 2018 
 

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 
6705 Northway 

Greendale, Wisconsin 53129 
 

Everyone Welcome 

St. Matthew Lutheran 
Church’s Quilt Ministry 

 

Submitted by Bev Etzelmueller 
Quilt Ministry Coordinator 

 
Our Thrivent Project for 2017.  The 
group is packing up 20 afghans, 9 
fleece blankets, colorful pillowcases, 
warm winter hats, mittens and chil-
drens’ blankets for the Pine Ridge In-
dian Reservation in SD.  The Thrivent 
money is used to ship the 6 boxes to 
the Reservation. The Bateland, SD 
school will distribute the blankets and 
clothing items to the community.   

HYMN OF ST. PATRICK 
 

Christ, as a light, illumine and guide me! 
Christ, as a shield, o’ershadow and cover me! 
Christ, be under me! Christ be over me! 
Christ, be beside me, on my left hand and right! 
Christ, this day be within and without me! 

Christ, the lowly and meek,  
           Christ, the all powerful, 
Be in the heart of each to whom I speak, 
In the mouth of each who speaks to me, 
In all who draw near me, or see me, or hear me! 
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A Message from the Synodical Women’s Organization’s President 

This past weekend I was in Chicago at the Churchwide Women of the ELCA offices for the annual Conference of Pres-
idents.  Unfortunately, I had to return home half-way through the weekend due to illness.  However, I can tell you that 
my time was packed with information.  The theme for the conference was “Here I Am, Lord”.  Our president, Lisa 
Plorin, began the conference with a short address.  Executive Director, Linda Post-Bushkofsky gave us an update on 
the state of the organization.  We had a bible study led by Pastor Julie Ryan and heard from Sister Noreen Stevens of 
the Deaconess Community of the ELCA, Susan Sklar of the Interfaith Program at Equal Exchange, Consuelo Gutierrez
-Crosby of InFaith Community Foundation, Wyvetta Bullock an Assistant to the Presiding Bishop, and Chris Grumm 
of the Chris Grumm Consulting Group.  In the evening on Friday we were able to meet with the presidents from our 
region to give recommendations to the churchwide board.  Many of the presidents have the same concerns that we have 
here in the Greater Milwaukee synodical unit. 
 
 Linda Post-Bushkofsky introduced a new campaign for Katie’s Fund.  The good news is that the Katie’s Fund endow-
ment fund has reached $1.5 million dollars.  Going ahead with the “All Anew” theme of the triennial convention, the 
new campaign is “All Anew Campaign for Katie’s Fund”.  The goal of the campaign is to grow Katie’s Fund to $4.5 
million by July 2020.  Katie’s Sisters has already pledged $1,000,00 to the fund by July 2020.  Katie’s Fund ensures 
our continued commitment to community, growth and action through: 
  
 Leadership development: Emerging Lutheran women leaders have taken part in  the Sojourners Summit, a unique 

gathering of leaders seeking systemic change through faith and justice.  
 
2. Global connection:  Katie’s Fund sent a diverse group of young Lutheran women to the Holy Land, where they  
      walked alongside peace-loving people of all three Abrahamic faiths.    
 
3. Living theology:  Because of Katie’s Fund, Lutheran women had a place at the table for ecumenical conversations 

about the language we use in prayer, worship and hymnody. 
 
This seems like quite a goal and very overwhelming, but if we all do our part, we can do it.  Remember, every little bit 
helps.  There are many ways that we can donate, estate planning, with IRA distributions, stretching your giving, memo-
rials and honorariums.  You’ll be hearing more about this campaign throughout the year.  Please join us in helping to 
reach this goal. 
 

      Sue Seidemann 
  

 

Inspired by our history, we build a promising future.  
 

Katharina von Bora Luther was a practical and bold woman of faith.  
 

Inspired by our history, we build a promising future. Women of the 
ELCA established the Katie’s Fund Endowment in 1997 to honor the 
legacy of Katharina von Bora Luther, raise up bold leaders for the wom-
en’s organization and support bold and creative ministry for generations 
to come. Katie’s Fund supports ministry in three areas that President, Sue 
Seidemann referred to in the article above. 

 
 
 

Learn more at welca.org/katiesfund  
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Social Statement on Women and Justice … Co-Chairs, Pastor Viviane Thomas-
Breitfeld and Professor Brad Wendel said, “when we began our work in 2012, we 
were charged to foster church dialogue around issues of sexism.  We had no idea 
those issues would be dominating the headlines when we scheduled the publica-
tion of the “Draft Social Statement of Women and Justice” for 2018.   
 

All of us have been invited to read the Draft Social Statement on Women and 
Justice and respond before September 30, 2018.  In addition to reading this state-
ment, we are encourage to get-together and discuss it’s content.   
 

Some of the issues this draft explores include: (1) how Lutherans understand 
Scripture; (2) restricted access to health care and economic resources; (3) objecti-
fying portrayals of women and girls in the media and popular culture; (4) gender-
based violence. 
 

A copy of this draft can be found at:  ELCA.org/womenandjustice 

RESOURCES 

Lutheran women have a long history of Bible study, discipleship, and desire to deepen their spiritual life and learn 
about issues. 
 
Women of the ELCA offers free, downloadable program resources—all in English and many in Spanish—to help you 
grow in faith and engage in ministry and action. 
 

Go to:  www.womenoftheelca.org 
 

 The following is just one of the many resources available 

 

I AM SHE  

Our mission statement calls us to act boldly.  
 

What does this mean?  
 

It means a variety of things,  
 

for boldness has a range of voices.  
 

Some is bright and loud.  
 

Some is firm and quiet.  
 

Do you know what is your “best bold”?  
 

This program will help you discover it and put it into action! I Am She can be used in a congregational setting, as a 
conference event, or as part of a synodical convention. It could be conducted over five to six weeks or as a weekend 
retreat. So boldly claim your boldness today, declaring, “I am she!” 
 
These resources are free … nothing to purchase … just material the Women of the ELCA have provided for us to use 
in our UNITS or as individuals.  The resources are available on line and can be printed out on a pdf file. 
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SOCIAL MEDIA IS THE NAME OF TODAY’S GAME 
 

Please follow the Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization on facebook  
 

go to your facebook page and search for GREATER MILWAUKEE SYNOD … 
then a person “likes” the page. 

Thanks to Caitlin Vang for keeping us updated on the activities within our Synodical Women’s Organization 
 

We also have a web-site:  www.greatermilwaukeeswo.org 
 

Web-master is Sandy Allen …  allen.sjwerner@gmail.com 

Women of the ELCA 
 

CELEBRATE BOLD WOMEN’S DAY 
 

This day is usually celebrated (observed) on the fourth 
Sunday of February, but if another day is a better fit, that’s 
great but, our bold women need to be recognized.   
 

We read in Ephesians 4:11-12 … “And his gifts were that 
some should be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, 
some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work 
of ministry, for building up the body of Christ,..”. 
 

Some women in our UNITS are bold in their unceasing 
prayers.  Others are bold in their service to those in need.  

Still others are bold in their advocacy or through their hos-
pitality.  We have bold women in our congregations, 
homes and out in the work-a-day world and we give 
thanks for them living out their baptismal call being disci-
ples of Christ. 
 

If you want to acknowledge one or two women that’s great 
but you might want to acknowledge BOLD WOMEN in 
general during a Sunday morning worship Service.   
 

Churchwide Women of the ELCA has a marvelous re-
source that includes some litanies that would work beauti-
fully during a worship service … you can find this infor-
mation at www.womenoftheelca.org.  

Women have the greatest potential to bring lasting change to their communi-
ties.  Yet, around the world, they are not afforded the same access to educa-
tion due to social and political structures.  Our ELC Global Church Sponsor-
ship says, “you can change that.  Join us this International Women’s Day, 
March 8, as we boldly invest in the education of women and the future of 
communities around the world through the ELCA’s International Women 
Leaders initiative. 
 Pray for an awakening to the power and capacity our sisters have in 

transforming the world. 
 Share the difference education has made in your life on  
       Facebook.com/Lutherans or Twitter.com/ELCA using  #ELCAWomen.  

Give to invest in the education of women 
 

More information is available on the website for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

Every three years the Churchwide Organization of Women of the ELCA requests an up-date of active UNITS within the 
Synod.  How many “voting members” each Synod gets to attend the Triennial Convention is based on this assessment.  
On February 17th a letter, and a RE-AFFIRMATION FORM was mailed to every congregation in the Greater Milwau-
kee Synod asking that it be filled out and returned to the SWO Secretary, Betty Warber, by March 17th.   
 
Ladies who are reading this Gleanings are requested, and encouraged, to check with the Church Administrative Office 
Person/Secretary to make sure this letter was turned over to someone in your women's organization.  If you don’t have a 
UNIT we still want the Re-Affirmation Form returned noted that your congregation does not have a UNIT. 
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Treasurer’s Report … January 31, 2018 

Our fiscal year ended on Wednes-
day, January 31st.  On February 1st 
“Tori” Mallak’s term as our SWO 
Treasurer officially began. Please, 
now send all UNIT offerings to Tori 
at the below address. 
 

Victoria Mallak 
132 S. 92nd Street 

Milwaukee, WI 53214 
 

you may also contact Victoria  
with your questions: 

Phone# 414-257-3315 
Cell# 414-530-6884 

e-mail:  Vmallak@wi.rr.com  
 

Be a Honeycomb Giver 
 

There is an old division of givers into three 
types: 
 The flint 
 The sponge 
 The honeycomb 
 
The first two givers suffer from an acute malady 
known as “cirrhosis of the giver”.  Flint givers 
do not yield up anything without much hammer-
ing, and even then you get more chips and 
sparks than anything else. 
 

In contrast, sponge givers need to be squeezed, 
and sometimes squeezed hard.  The more you 
squeeze and massage a sponge, the more you 
get. 
 

Honeycomb givers, in contrast, overflow with 
goodness and sweetness.  God gives to us lav-
ishly, and this is how we ought to give in return. 
 

As individuals, and UNITS, let us find the joy 
of sharing our dollars with the God who has 
blessed us with so much.  Our offerings help us 
here in the Greater Milwaukee Synod as well as 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

Receipts Actual YTD 2017Budget 

Board Offerings $192.00   

Cluster Funds $727.00 $0.00 

Unit Offerings  $3,466.72 $5,000.00 

Convention Offering $1,702.00 $2,500.00 

Convention Registration (Synod) $1,125.00 $4,000.00 

Special Event/Retreat Offering  $0.00 $0.00 

Special Event/Retreat Registrations $0.00 $0.00 

Designated Income $0.00 $1,000.00 

Miscellaneous $0.00 $500.00 

Total Receipts $7,212.72 $13,000.00 

Disbursements     

Board Offering Disbursements $244.00   

Unit Offerings to CWO $113.50 $2,500.00 

Convention Offering Disbursement $327.00 $2,500.00 

Retreat Offering Disbursement $0.00                0.00 

Designated Expense $187.51 $300.00 

Program I Mission Growth $0.00 $10.00 

Program II Mission Community $0.00 $10.00 

Program III Mission Action $0.00 $10.00 

Program IV & V Executive Com & Brd $50.00 $650.00 

Program VI Convention Committee $1,597.70 $3,250.00 

Program VII Clusters $0.00 $10.00 

Program VIII Financial Matters $75.00 $150.00 

Program IX Newsletter $1,239.45 $1,500.00 

Program X Special Events $27.33 $50.00 

Program XI Scholarships  -Synod Conv. $50.00 $200.00 

                                         -Triennial $1,395.00 $880.00 

                                         -Other $0.00 $50.00 

Program XII Anti-Racism $0.00 $180.00 

Program XIII Miscellaneous $112.50 $700.00 

Triennial Promoter $454.00 $50.00 

Total Disbursements $5,872.99 $13,000.00 

Assets   

SWO Checking $7,377.52 

SWO Savings $6,192.24 

Mission Investment Fund $3,118.32 

Total Assets $16,688.08 

Designated Funds   

1/2 Unit Offering $0.00 

Board Offering $0.00 

Convention Offering .00 

Scholarship-Synod Convention $100.00 

                 -Triennial Conv. $760.00 

                 -Other $200.00 

Triennial Promoter $0.00 

Convention $2,009.36 

Mission Investment Fund $3,118.32 

Unexpected Expense $325.00 

Total Designated Funds $6,512.68 

Funds Available in Checking and sav-
ings  $7,057.08 

Total Funds Available $7,057.08 
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ACCEPTING INVITATION IMPROVES FAITH STORY 
 

By Guest Blogger: Angela Bell of Bellville, Texas 
 

This article was taken from the February Issue of Bold Connections 

 
I’m not a ‘cradle’ Lutheran. In fact, I’ve only been Lutheran for about seven years.  But in those years, a simple invita-
tion from a loyal Women of the ELCA participant has given me a story I never thought I would tell.  
 

In 2010, my pastor/husband, Andrew Bell, accepted his first call to Unity Lutheran Church in Hickory, N.C., about nine 
hours from our home in northeast Ohio. There, the women invited me to attend my first Women of the ELCA meeting.  
We were in a new job, a new city, a new state with a 2 1/2-year-old daughter, and I went so I could meet new friends.  
Newborn twin boys slowed me down for a while. But in 2012, my congregational unit asked me to represent them as a 
voting member at the North Carolina Synodical Women’s Organization (SWO) convention. I had no idea what–or who–
was waiting for me.  
 

It began with an invitation  
 

Our SWO board offered congregational units free materials to make bags for the Lutheran World Relief school kits. I 
was the new president of our church’s group, so I signed us up to make school kits. I am introverted, and meeting new 
people makes me anxious. Still, I approached several strangers asking them where I could pick up the supplies for the 
kits.  Finally, a woman suggested I ask Maxine (Amos), who was on the North Carolina SWO executive board. “Maxine 
knows everything,” she said. Someone led me to Maxine, and I explained who I was and what I needed. She took one 
look at me and led me over to a table where she found a scrap of paper. She asked me to write down my name, address 
and telephone number because she “had plans for me.” At the time, Maxine was the chairwoman of the Mission: 
Growth and Leadership (now Discipleship) Committee for the SWO. She invited me to join the committee and took me 
under her wings.   
 

I spent a year with Maxine on the committee, learning, growing and asking lots of questions. The next year, I asked to 
be placed on the ballot for secretary of the SWO and was elected. In 2014, I attended my first triennial in Charlotte 
thanks to my sisters in North Carolina.  
 

Incomplete journey  
 

My journey is not complete. My family moved to St. John Lutheran Church, Bellville, Texas, for our second call. There, 
I served as an officer for my cluster and on the Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast SWO board. At the Tenth Triennial Con-
vention in Minneapolis in July 2017, voting members elected me to the Women of the ELCA executive board.  
Who knew that a simple invitation from Maxine to join one committee would lead to this? I’m grateful for the opportu-
nities her invitation gave me, and I give thanks for her friendship and guidance.  
 

Are you ready to answer God’s call? It can be scary but know that you have sisters ready, willing and able to help you 
succeed. We are all here for you. All you must do is accept the invitation.  
 

Angela Bell of Bellville, Texas, is now serving her first term on the Women of the ELCA executive board.  
 

A couple of responses to Angela’s Blog: 
 Thanks so much for sharing your story.  It’s a simple one of relationship and connection, but oh so important! 
 

 Your story is an awesome example of practicing faith.  This mutual act of inviting and accepting exercises the faith 
of both.  Both take a risk and both accept responsibility to community.  As we grow as disciples we will do less ask-
ing and more inviting women into a deep and lasting relationship. 

 
PERSONAL INVITATIONS MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 

 

WHEN HAVE YOU INVITED SOMEONE TO JOIN A GATHERING OF THE WOMEN OF THE ELCA? 
 

How Do You Do? 
 

Are you an active member, the kind that would be missed? 
Or are you just contented to have your name on the list? 
 
Do you attend the meetings and mingle with the flock or 
do you stay at home and criticize and knock? 
 
Do you ever go to visit a member that is sick or leave the 
work to just a few and then talk about a clique?  Do you 

come to meetings often and help with hand and heart? 
Don’t be just a member, dig in and do your part. 
 
Think this over sisters, you know right from wrong.  Are 
you an active member, or do you just “belong”? 
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WHY WE WRITE RESOLUTIONS 
 

Among the benefits of participating in our Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization is the opportunity to 
have a voice in determining the activities and direction of our organization.  Where we go and what we do is very much 
up to our UNITS and individuals.  That is why we meet in conventions, and at those conventions, we conduct business 
via resolutions. 
 

Think of a resolution this way: 
 A way to participate in a democratic process and has your/our voices heard; 
 A means to educate women in the Greater Milwaukee Synod about particular needs and concerns; 
 A resolution is a vehicle for inspiring others to take action. 
 

Resolutions are really just a way to plan and think ahead, a way to hold ourselves accountable for decisions that we 
make.  When a resolution is passed it is no longer an idea but a commitment. 
 

The goal of a resolution is to inform and educate the readers so that they are inspired to take action.  There, a resolution 
should: 
 Have a clear and concise title. 
 Address any one issue and call for attention to a need for action on something in particular. 
 Address concerns relevant to the women in our Greater Milwaukee Synod  (keep in mind our mission, purpose and 

ongoing activities). 
 Propose an action or a solution to a problem. 
 Have sufficient background to give someone with little knowledge of the subject sufficient information to make an 

intelligent and informed decision. 
 

The first portion of a resolution is sort of a preamble.  It consists of declarations of fact that you can support and back 
up.  Opinions are not expressed in this portion of a resolution.  Each fact should be listed as a separate sentence or para-
graph that begins with WHEREAS, followed by a semi-colon.  The final WHEREAS ends with a semi-colon followed 
by “therefore be it RESOLVED.” 
 

The second portion of the resolution states the action that you propose in order to address what you identified in the 
WHEREAS portion.  When writing the RESOLVED section, a guide to keep in mind is that this section ought to be 
able to stand on its own … you shouldn’t have to refer back to the WHEREAS section to understand what is being 
asked for. 
 

Then there is the narrative portion of the resolution.  It doesn’t have to be very long, but it should provide the rationale 
for bringing the resolution forward and include a brief summary of the facts supporting the resolution.  It provides an-
swers to the question, “where did this idea come from?” that go beyond simply the facts provided in the WHEREAS 
section.  This is where you provide some context for your enthusiasm to bring forth the resolution. 
 

Okay Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization … what do you want this organization to do? 
 

WHEREAS______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________and 
 
WHEREAS______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________therefore, be it  
 
RESOLVED_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________and be it further 
 
RESOLVED______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Any Resolutions to be acted on at this year’s SWO Convention (October 13th) must be signed by the person(s) and con-
gregational UNIT and sent to the SWO President no later than Friday, August 31st. 
   
     Sue Seidemann 
     3729 N. 12th Street 
     Sheboygan, WI  53083 
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Women’s Wellness Retreat 
 

Friday through Sunday, April 20-22, 2018 
 

Pine Lake Bible Camp 
Waupaca, Wisconsin 

 
Gather with sisters in friendship and faith to laugh, pray and play.  We’ll dig into stories of strong women in 
the Bible, enjoy enriching devotions, soul-filling fellowship and more. 
 Enjoy a weekend getaway … no meals to prepare … no cleaning … no work … limited distractions and 

instead, plenty of restorative time … connection with other … opportunities to reflect with God. 
 The Rev. Jen Dahle of St. Stephen Lutheran Church in Wausau, will lead us through sessions that will 

leave us feeling restored, motivated, loved and challenged as we explore stories of women in the Bible 
and consider our own lives. 

 In addition to these sessions, the weekend will involve games, hikes, time for yourself, prayer and wor-
ship, and optional add-ons of massage and decorative sign painting! 

 Cost: $145.00:  single or double rooms in the Evergreen Lodge, the hotel-style building where linens are 
provided. 

 Snacks, all three meals on Saturday and Sunday brunch are provided by camp. 
 Registration Deadline is Friday, April 6, 2018. 
 Go to www.crosswayscamps.org for more information and to register. 

School Kits reach at-risk youth in Honduras 
 

In poor communities in Honduras, where gang violence is a reality, many families face a daunting choice: Provide basic 
necessities like food or pay for school supplies that can help children get on a better path. Learn how (and who) your gift 
of LWR School Kits are helping!  
 
In Honduras, poverty and lack of opportunity prevent many children from going to school. While the country offers free 
public education, children must still have the proper supplies to attend. But for parents who are struggling to make ends 
meet, school supplies can seem an impossible expense. 
 
In the last half of 2017 our partner in Honduras, Children’s Gift Ministry, distributed 14,175 School Kits across all 18 
departments of the country, making education possible for children living in extreme poverty. Children’s Gift Ministry 
president, Ken Harrell, notes that the gift of School Kits truly does make education possible for children in Honduras. 
“Many of these parents are single mothers just getting by from day-to-day and cannot afford food and clothing, much 
less school supplies, as much as they would like to. It is hard to believe how a simple school kit given to a child could 
bring such hope to a single mother living in poverty, but it truly does!” 
 
In our December Gleanings there was a list of congregations with the number of quilts they had sent to LWR.  Thirty-
four (34) congregation responded to that request and  from those thirty-four congregation, eleven (11) congregation had 
also sent in 1,506 school kits!  As you read the opening paragraph you can see what a huge impact those kits have 
made. 
 
If you want to make School Kits, please follow these guidelines: If you are going to purchase backpacks, the preferred 
style is often used in the U.S. for youth to carry athletic equipment .. Buy the drawstring style and the recommended size 
is 14” x 17”.  Please give new items only.  Do not donate items with any religious symbols, messages or your group’s 
name.  Do not donate any items decorated with a U.S. flag, patriotic or military symbols, or references to the armed 
forces, including camouflage. 
 
Include in each kit: four 70-sheet notebooks of wide ruled paper … one 30-centimeter ruler … one pencil sharpener … 
one pair of blunt scissors … five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers (secure with a rubber band) … five black or blue 
ballpoint pens (no gel ink) .. One box of 16 or 24 crayons … one 2 ½ inch eraser … one sturdy drawstring backpack-
style cloth bag. 
 
Women of the ELCA make a difference in the lives of so many people by the quilts they make and the kits they assem-
ble all year long.  Thank you … you have heard the words of Jesus, “as you have done it unto the least of these you have 
done it to me”. 

https://lwr.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ede5b497f32f90e55971b4c3&id=56418db299&e=fd5ac985b9
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  Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

President: Sue Seidemann (2019) 
  Worship 3729 N. 12th Street  
  Resource  Sheboygan, WI 53083 
  Books                     920-452-1634 Cell: 920-946-1857  
                                  seidesue@Charter.net 
                                  St. Peter LC - Sheboygan 
 

Co. Vice Pres:         Karen Hoffman (2018) 
       5302 Mansfield Drive 
                                     Greendale, WI 53129 
                                                                Cell: 414-421-9249 
                                     ksh3231gw@sbcglobal.net 
                                     St. Stephen the Martyr LC - Greendale 
 
Co. Vice Pres:      Jan Fox (2018) 
       4130 South Carnaby Lane 
       New Berlin, WI 53151 
                                     262-782-5680      Cell: 
                                     jcnfx@aol.com 
                                     Ascension LC - Milwaukee 

Secretary:             Betty Warber  (2018) 
  Historian               6517 Williamsburg Way 
                  Mt. Pleasant, WI 53406 
                  262-886-8918 Cell:  262-308-2676 
                               betty@warber.net 
                               Hephatha LC—Milwaukee 
 
Treasurer:           Victoria Mallak  (2019) 
 Finance Chair      132 S. 92nd Street 
 Offerings             Milwaukee, WI 53214 
                              414-257-3315  Cell: 414-530-6884  
                              vmallak@wi.rr.com 
                              Martin Luther LC - Milwaukee 
 

 
 
    

BOARD MEMBERS 

Mission Team        Vivian Johnson  (2019)  
                        4624 North 69th Street  
                    Milwaukee, WI 53218                        
                                 414-736-0368    Cell:   
                                 VivianHouston10@yahoo.com 
                                 All Peoples LC - Milwaukee                        
                                 
Mission Team     Marilyn Day (2019) 
      W279 N8512 Twin Pine Circle 
                                 Hartland, WI 53029 
                                                             Cell: 414-388-4535 
      mday17@wi.rr.com 
                                 St. Matthew LC - Wauwatosa 
 

Mission Team     JudyLee Tarbox (2018) 
      S65 W24880 Robyn Road 
                                 Waukesha, WI  53189 
                                 262-408-5951      Cell: 262-751-2577 
     judilee23@sbcglobal.net 
                                 Atonement LC - Muskego 
                                                                                                  
Mission Team     Debra Burns (2019) 
      N168 W21700 Main Street Lot 294 
      Jackson, WI 53037                                     
                                                 Cell: 262-305-0829  
                                Romans12serve@gmail.com 
     Trinity LC - West Bend  
 

Convention   Laura Ruiz (2018)    
Chair                       171 N. 71st Street 
                                 Milwaukee, WI 53213 
                                                 Cell:  414-704-7849 
                                 ruizlm60@yahoo.com 
                                 Ascension LC - Milwaukee 
 

Convention             Lona Eubanks (2019)                  
Intern                      10260 W. Terra Ave. 
                    Milwaukee, WI 53224  
                                 414-368-3363                       
                                 l.eubanks@sbcglobal.net 
                                 Incarnation LC - Milwaukee 

           

Cluster/Cong. Pam Maschke (2018) 
Liaison  5271 S. 22nd Street 
  Milwaukee, WI 53221 
  414-282-3956  Cell:  414-526-6605 
  pamwald13@hotmail.com 
  St. Stephen the Martyr LC - Greendale 
 

 
Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization 

Website:  www.greatermilwaukeeswo.org 
                   
   

 

 

“Gleanings” is published four times each year  
March, June, September and December 

 

Articles for each publication should be submitted by 
the first of February, May, August and November 

 

Submit Gleanings articles to Betty Warber 
betty@warber.net 

 

Gleanings Mailing Crew:  Nancy Sack 414-545-5434nsack@att.net  LaVerne Mueller 414-541-2103  billlaernem@gmail.com 
 please use “quilts” in the subject line when sending LaVerne n e-mail)  Ruth Hoppe 421-281-5896 hppruth@sbcglobal.net 

Joint Clusters I, II, III, IV   Nancy Sack  

414-545-5434 nsack@att.net                                     
  

Webmaster:  Sandy Allen     
allen.sjwerner@gmail.com (this is new) 
 

Facebook Coordinator: Caitlin Vang   
hi5.caitlin@gmail.com 
 

Communications Chair: Julie Starks  
414-483-0122    
jastarks@earthlink.net 
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WOMEN OF THE ELCA                                                                                                   
Greater Milwaukee Synodical Organization                          
3259 S. Swain Court 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53207-3107 
 
Address Service Requested 
 
 

PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY 
DATED MATERIAL 

 
 
 
 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Milwaukee, WI 
Permit No.3678 

NOTICE  TO  INDIVIDUAL  GLEANINGS  SUBSCRIBERS 
 

Please look closely at your address sticker and take note of the numbers following your name.  Those numbers 
are the date that your Gleanings subscription will expire.  If the letters “comp” follow your name that indicates 
you are receiving a complimentary copy.   
 
To receive an individual subscription mailed to your home, send $5 for a one-year subscription (4 copies) or 
$9 for a two year subscription (8 copies).  Make check payable to “Women of the ELCA” and mail your order 
to Julie Starks, 3259 S. Swain Ct., Milwaukee, WI 53207-3107. 
 
Name____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Congregational Unit________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ANOTHER WAY TO RECEIVE THE GLEANINGS … THIS IS FREE 
 

You can receive the Gleanings free of charge via e-mail.  To do this send your name and your e-mail address 
to Julie Starks at jastarks@earthlink.net  You may also access Gleanings through our new website at………. 
www.greatermilwaukeeswo.org. 

Daylight Saving Time 
begins at 2:00 AM on 
Sunday, March 11. 


