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I’m writing this waiting for the next wave of snowfall. It’s
January and I’m ready and waiting for spring. Alas, I have too
many months before we’ll actually feel like spring has arrived.
Your SWO board has very little to report.
Unfortunately, the weather was icy and snowy when we
were to have our last board meeting, so in the interests of safety for
all of the board members, I had to cancel the meeting. The thought
of my having to drive over an hour to get to the meeting in icy conditions was just too much for me and also for our other board members. By the time you see this in print, the board will have met to
begin our work for this year.
Two of our new board members are working on choosing at
focus for our synod for this year. I’m grateful to them for taking
this on. In our June issue of the Gleanings I’m sure you’ll read
about the focus the board will have decided upon. I’m excited about
the possibility of having a focus other than the next
convention.
I also want to say that I’m very grateful for the three new
members of the board. We almost have a full board for the first
time in several years.

As a community of women
created in the image of God,
called to discipleship in Jesus
Christ and empowered by the
Holy Spirit,
we commit ourselves to
grow in faith,
affirm our gifts,
support one another in our callings,
engage in ministry and action, and
promote healing and wholeness
in the church,
the society, and
the world.

Are you going to Phoenix in July for the Triennial Gathering? I’m excited to be a part of the business of the convention and
being able to be with my WELCA friends at the gathering. We
learn much, laugh much, and love much. See you there.

Sue Seidemann
On the third day, the friends of Christ coming at
daybreak … found the grave empty and
the stone rolled away. In varying ways
they realized the new wonder; but even
they hardly realized that the world had
died in the night. What they were looking
at was the first day of a new

Meet your 2020 Board members
All contact information for board members can be found on the last page of this publication.

Sue Seidemann, President
I am a member of St. Peter’s in Sheboygan. Married with 3 children and 6 grandchildren, retired early childhood teacher, past elementary and English as a Second Language teacher, past synodical treasurer, past synodical board member, past unit treasurer
and president, past president of Rainbow Kids, an organization providing peer support for
children and adults dealing with grief due to divorce, separation, abandonment, or death,
past president of Shuttlecraft Guild, a hand weaving organization.
Laura Ruiz, Secretary
I am a disciple of Ascension Lutheran Church in Milwaukee. I keep active there; I
teach Sunday School, play piano at church and volunteer time at church. Presently, I am the
head of the Mission Exploration Team [MET] as we look to fill a pastoral vacancy.
I am a retired, bilingual public school teacher, having worked for MPS at the
Milwaukee Spanish Immersion School my entire career. I still work part-time as an
academic tutor at the same school and absolutely love it! I also began a seasonal position as
a first-year tax preparer. I am a wife, mother, "bonus" mother, grandma and
great-grandma and enjoy all those roles!
Robin Fatla, Mission Ministry
I am a lifetime member of St. John in Grafton. I am presently the congregation vice
president and Evangelism/Mission/Hospitality Ministries leader. I have been the church
office manager for 18 years. I have been the coordinator of our women’s group for about 10
years and have served as Education Minister in the past.
I play in the Glory Ringers hand bell choir and coordinate volunteers for Family
Promise, a ministry to homeless families in Ozaukee County. I am in my 32nd year of
driving school bus. My daughter and son and their spouses and my 5 grandchildren live in
close proximity so we can spend much time together.
Cheryl Isotalo, Mission Ministry
Nativity Lutheran on Bluemound Rd. is my home church at which I am very active in
the women’s group. I am the president and secretary of the group which does quilting
every Wednesday with ladies from other churches. I’m involved in many aspects of the
congregation: usher, communion assistant, counter, and pastoral assistant.
My husband Dale and I have a son and two grandsons. I enjoy traveling, casinos,
following the Brewers and all sports. I very much enjoy working with children and elderly.
Pam Maschke, Cluster/Congregational Liaison
I like to volunteer, travel, enjoy my grandchildren and exercise. I serve my
congregation, St. Stephen the Martyr in Greendale, by doing the readings, help at VBS,
serve a meal at Unity Lutheran in Milwaukee on the 4th Wednesday of every month and
help organize that program. I am also a part of the Women of the ELCA.
My husband and I LOVE to travel and have visited many states and countries. I have two grandchildren that live in Wisconsin, but my other three live in Atlanta. My grandchildren range in age from 15 to 2
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Vicki Watkins, Convention Intern
Rev. Vicki Watkins, born 68 years ago at the hospital on the campus of the Military
Academy at West Point, NY, is the recent addition to the SWO Board. She received her BA
Degree in Sociology from Indiana Central University, Indianapolis, Ind. Following graduation
from college, Pr. Watkins worked as a Social Worker with the NYC Dept. of Social Services,
leaving her position there, as a Supervisor, to attend The Lutheran School of Theology at
Chicago. There Pr. Watkins graduated with a Master of Divinity Degree and went on to her
first congregational call in Jersey City, NJ. Pastor Watkins has also served congregations in
Iowa and in the Greater Milwaukee Synod. Hearing another ministry call, Pr. Watkins left
Parish ministry and began her training as a Chaplain with the Association of Professional
Chaplains and culminating in her becoming a Board Certified Chaplain. Pastor Watkins secured a call at Columbia St.
Mary's Hospital, and served as a staff Chaplain ministering in hospital units which included, Neonatal
intensive care, intensive care unit, the emergency room, the cardiac care unit, mom-baby, and other units. While at CSM
Pastor Watkins enjoyed serving on the ethics committee for a number of years. Pastor Watkins has now retired from
CSM and has also retired as a parish Pastor. Village Church in downtown Milwaukee, is her home church. She says she
has a pile of books that she is eager to read, do some traveling and just enjoy the life God has blessed her with.
The Lutheran Church Women (I just told my age which is no secret), now the Women of the ELCA, has always
been an important part of my journey. Prior to my becoming a Pastor I served as co-President of my congregational Unit
in Brooklyn, NY and also was privileged to serve as a Chaplain at WELCA church wide Assembly. Thanks for this
opportunity once again to serve the women of the ELCA in this capacity.

Karen Hoffman, Vice President
I am married to my husband, John, for 48 years and we have two children. We have been
members of St. Stephen the Martyr Church for over 35 years. I have been a member of our
church council, Sunday school coordinator, counting team member, teamed with my husband
as coffee hour hosts, helped in the church office when our secretary needed time off, worked
on our church newsletter team, helped to ready the service bulletins before we acquired a
copier that could fold and staple. I have been a member of the choir for 30+ years and the handbell choir for 10
years. John and I help at the Unity Soup Kitchen once a month with
fellow church members. I play the organ and accompanied the Saturday night service for three years when it first began
at my church. Upon my retirement I’ve been able to attend the Women’s Bible Study class which meets twice a month
and am a member of our Loose Ends Lunch group which meets once a month following our Bible Study. I’ve been an
active member of our W-ELCA group at church and have been on the Board of our
Milwaukee SWO as Secretary and currently as Vice President. In retirement, my husband and I
enjoy playing cards at Wilson Park Senior Center twice a week and then also at the Greendale
Senior Center twice a week. I also enjoy
relaxing by coloring, and I can stay within the lines much better now than when I
was in grammar school.

Lona Eubanks, Anti-Racism Ministry

Donna Hallada, Convention Chair

3

Save the date:
Spring Cluster Meeting
WHEN: Saturday, April 25, 2020
WHERE: St. Stephen the Martyr
6101 South 51st St.

What Easter does
Jesus’ resurrection from the dead is life-changing and life-giving for his
followers. But, as Henry Knox Sherrill notes, Easter’s “joyful news …
does not change the contemporary world.” On earth, we still must deal
with sin, pain, death and brokenness. And “still before us lie work, discipline, sacrifice,” Sherrill adds. What Easter does, though, is provide
Christians with “the spiritual power to do the work, accept the discipline
and make the sacrifice.”
By defeating the grave, Jesus empowers us to bear our worldly troubles
with joy, peace and hope. His resurrection assures us that trials, tears
and suffering are only temporary, while eternal victory and life with Jesus are permanent.
GREATER MILWAUKEE SYNOD SENDS QUILTS AND KITS TO LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF
Well done thou good and faithful servants.
Martin Luther (Wauwatosa)…62 quilts, 17 school kits, 39 baby kits, 2 sewing kits, 7 personal care kits, 1 box of small
soaps
St. John (Jackson)………………………………………………………………………....80 quilts, 34 personal care kits
Nativity (Wauwatosa)………………………………………………………………...…………300 quilts, 76 school kits
Trinity (South Milwaukee)……………………………………………………………………………………...136 quilts
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Not in My Neighborhood
In the last few years I’ve heard something similar to “not in my neighborhood” during the news on my
television. The person seems to be having a difficult time with an incident that has happened in his/her
neighborhood. I would probably be saying the same thing about my neighborhood or community. I live in
Sheboygan, a town of about 50,000 people. I’ve always thought of it as being a safe place. When my family
moved here we never even locked our doors; however, as the years have passed that changed.
I guess I’m not quite as naïve as I once was, but I still like to think that my community is safe. If I think about
that, I have to admit that it isn’t a true statement. While Sheboygan seems to be relatively safe, the city, like
many others, has its problems. The problem is that I seem to be unaware of the incidents of those problems.
One example is that I was taking some courses at Lakeland College and my instructor brought in a policeman
to speak to our class. He spent at least 30 minutes telling us about the gang problem in our community. I had
absolutely no idea that there was/is gang activity in my community.
I’ve known for many years that there is drug activity in Sheboygan, just as there is in almost any community,
but thankfully, it’s never touched my family. So, I was totally surprised when a member of my family called
me one day and said that there was a report of drug dealing at my house. What? Well, it just so happened that
just one block to the east of my house the police had raided and uncovered a meth lab in the garage of a house
with the very same address. I found it very difficult to believe that such a thing was going on so close to my
home. I only needed to walk to the back of my yard, follow the lot line between the neighbors behind our
house, and cross the street to be at the house with the meth lab. At this I can easily say, “not in my
neighborhood”.
At our synodical convention I was able to sit in on the workshop led by retired police officer Tamara
Remington. I had seen an article in the Sheboygan Press regarding her retirement from the Sheboygan Police
Department. She specialized in human trafficking enforcement. Knowing that a focus of Women of the ELCA
is human trafficking, I called her and asked if she would be willing to lead the workshop at our convention. I
have to admit that what she had to tell us was rather shocking and frightening. I had thought that human
trafficking was prevalent in Milwaukee and other large cities, but had no idea that my community, safe
Sheboygan, was dealing with this. Indeed, recently there was an article in the newspaper about a man who was
tried and convicted of human trafficking here and was sentenced to (I believe) 20 years. Personally, I don’t
think that was long enough. Ms. Remington was very informative and very willing to give presentations to any
group. She can be contacted at Acuity Insurance Co. in Sheboygan (800) 242-7666.
At our convention we also heard from Dana World-Patterson who founded Foundations 4 Freedom. This is a
group from Milwaukee whose purpose is to strengthen women and girls so that they don’t become victims.
This workshop was very well attended. The groups goal of strengthening women and girls is very helpful
because, according to Ms. Remington, the human traffickers prey on women,
children and even boys who are vulnerable.
I guess what I’ve learned recently is that anything can and will happen in my
neighborhood and my
community.
Sue Seidemann

Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about
things that matter.
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-Martin Luther King

Jr.

Mission
Emphasis for
2020!

Child Sex Trafficking

As stated in the Federal Trafficking Victims Protection Act, child sex trafficking includes the
recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, obtaining, patronizing, or soliciting a child
under 18 years of age for the purpose of a commercial sex act. A minor is not able to consent to
being bought or sold.
It is the responsibility of the community to identify possible indicators of child sex trafficking.
The public shouldn’t rely on the potential victim for disclosure. Since traffickers and buyers use
refined recruitment tactics, manipulation, and threats, the exploited youth are often unable to

YOUTH WHO ARE AT RISK OF BEING VICTIMS:
 Are chronically missing/running away
 Have experienced childhood sexual abuse
 Don’t feel loved by their parents
 Have low self-esteem and self-worth
 Identify as LGBTQ and have been stigmatized by their family (1)
International Justice Mission estimates that there are still over 40 million slaves in the world. That
injustice is prevalent in the Greater Milwaukee region, known as a “mecca for sex trafficking” and
throughout Wisconsin.
 There has been a trafficking case in every county in Wisconsin
 340 individuals (25 and under) were confirmed or believed to be victims of sex trafficking in
Milwaukee between 2013-2016
 From 2010-2014 law enforcement identified 102 child sex trafficking victims (2)
The issue of human trafficking for sex and/or labor, has many avenues of concern that demand
attention and reaction. The Greater Milwaukee Synod Women’s Organization will be sponsoring
monthly events with experts in child sex trafficking concentrating on educating parents and children
The first event is scheduled for Thursday evening, March 26th in West Bend. Please check our
website - greatermilwaukeeswo.org - for time and location - yet to be determined.
THESE EVENTS ARE OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY, SO PLEASE HELP US GET THE WORD
OUT - FIRST TO YOUR CONGREGATIONS AND THEN YOUR COMMUNITY.
to recognize the “grooming” tactics for potential child sex trafficking victims and how to avoid
them.
In Christ’s service, Robin Fatla & Cheryl Isotalo, Mission Team
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Treasurer’s Report … January 31, 2020
Receipts
Board Offerings
Cluster Funds
Unit Offerings

Convention Offering
Convention Registration (Synod)
Special Event/Retreat Offering
Special Event/Retreat Registrations
Designated Income
Miscellaneous
Total Receipts
Disbursements
Board Offering Disbursements
Unit Offerings to CWO
Convention Offering Disbursement
Retreat Offering Disbursement
Designated Expense
Program I Mission Growth
Program II Mission Community
Program III Mission Action
Program IV & V Executive Com & Brd
Program VI Convention Committee
Program VII Clusters
Program VIII Financial Matters
Program IX Newsletter
Program X Special Events
Program XI Scholarships -Synod Conv.
-Triennial
-Other
Program XII Anti-Racism
Program XIII Miscellaneous
Triennial Promoter
Total Disbursements

Actual YTD 2020Budget
$155.00
$393.16
$0.00
$3,590.94
$5,000.00

Assets
SWO Checking
SWO Savings
Mission Investment Fund
Total Assets

$9,866.25
$6,204.11
$3,263.38
$19,333.74

$1,312.00
$1,584.50
$0.00
$0.00
$80.00
$0.00
$7,115.60

$2,000.00
$3,500.00
$0.00
$0.00
$1,000.00
$500.00
$12,000.00

Designated Funds
1/2 Unit Offering

$0.00

Board Offering
Convention Offering

$0.00
$0.00

$155.00
$1,795.47
$1,009.00
$0.00
$150.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$1,784.39
$196.58
$0.00
$723.70
$863.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$261.00
$0.00
$6,938.14

Scholarship-Synod Convention
-Triennial Conv.
-Other
Triennial Promoter

$200.00
$2,290.00
$200.00
$0.00

$2,500.00
$2,000.00
0.00
$300.00
$10.00
$10.00
$10.00
$650.00
$3,250.00
$10.00
$150.00
$1,000.00
$50.00
$200.00
$880.00
$50.00
$180.00
$700.00
$50.00
$12,000.00

Convention

$2,009.36

Mission Investment Fund

$3,263.38

Unexpected Expense
Total Designated Funds

$0.00
$7,962.74

Funds Available in Checking and sav-

$8,107.62

Total Funds Available

$8,107.62

25th Anniversary Offering
As of May 1, 2013 the Women of the ELCA have given a total
of $98,082 as a special Anniversary offering. One half of that
amount ($49,041) was given to the ELCA Malaria Campaign.
In addition women of the ELCA gave $100,000 directly to the
Malaria Campaign. This appeal continues officially through
the end of May. However, as in prior anniversary years, you
Mail UNIT offerings to:
Treasurer: Tori Mallak
132 S. 92nd Street
Milwaukee, WI 53214
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THANKOFFERING
Lutheran Women have participated in annual
Thankoffering Services since the early 1900’s.
Remember the old slogan “a penny a day - the
thankoffering way”? There was always a
thankoffering box, or some container, in plain
sight where a coin was placed as women counted
their daily blessings. Then sometime, usually the
fall of the year, a service was held and women
brought those thankoffering boxes/containers
forward to the altar of the Lord with joy and
thanksgiving for what God had first given them.
Today these Thankofferings support the total outreach programs of the churchwide women’s organization. In the year 2012 sixteen (16) congregations, Grace & St. Mary’s (Kenosha); Atonement (Racine); St. Stephen the Martyr & St.
Luke’s (Greendale); Cross (Burlington); Cross
(Ixonia); Christ & St. John (Jackson); Gloria Dei
(Menomonee Falls); St. Our Savior’s
(Oconomowoc); Abiding Savior & Ascension
(Milwaukee); North Cape (Franksville); Atonement (Muskego) St. John’s (West Milwaukee)
gave a total of $5,469.38 in joyful thanksgiving.

Triennial Gathering preliminary
Schedule at a glance
Wednesday, July 15, 2020
4 p.m.–8 p.m. Registration desk open
Thursday, July 16, 2020
7 a.m.–6:30 p.m. Registration desk open
9:30 a.m.–4 p.m. Exhibit hall open
7 a.m.–4 p.m. Optional tours
4 p.m.–5:30 p.m. Opening worship
5:30 p.m.–7 p.m. Opening reception
7:30 p.m.–9 p.m. Plenary one (featured speakers)
9:30 p.m.–11 p.m. Bold Café event (pre-registration required)
Friday, July 17, 2020
8 a.m.–6:30 p.m. Registration desk open
9 a.m.–11:30 a.m. Plenary two (includes Bible study and featured speakers)
11 a.m.–2 p.m. Exhibit hall open
2 p.m.–3:30 p.m. Learning opportunities (workshops and servant events)
3:30 p.m.–6:30 p.m. Exhibit hall open
4 p.m.–5:30 p.m. Learning opportunities (workshops and servant events)
7:30 p.m.–9 p.m. Film screening
Saturday, July 18, 2020
6 a.m.–8 a.m. Run, Walk and Roll
8 a.m.–5 p.m. Registration desk open
9 a.m.–11:30 a.m. Plenary three (includes Bible study and featured speakers)
11 a.m.–2 p.m. Exhibit hall open
12 p.m.–5 p.m. Pre-register for TG23
2 p.m.–3:30 p.m. Learning opportunities (workshops and servant events)
3:30 p.m.–6 p.m. Exhibit hall open
4 p.m.– 5:30 p.m. Learning opportunities (workshops and servant events)
6 p.m.–7:30 p.m. Film screening
Sunday, July 19, 2020
9 a.m.–10:30 a.m. Closing worship
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Triennial 2020
ELEVENTH TRIENNIAL GATHERING
July 16, 2020 - July 19, 2020
Phoenix, Arizona
These Gatherings are always fun and we learn so much.
Yes, Phoenix will be hot in July but the buildings are all
air-conditioned. Visit the Women of the ELCLA website womenoftheelca.org for the schedules, side trips, and
registration information. Encourage the women from your congregation to join you.

Following Jesus is messy.
Loving one another is justice.
We are not perfect.
We are one body in Christ.
The Theme for Triennial Gathering in 2020 is “Just
Love” to be held in Phoenix AZ.

Please make your check
payable to
Greater Milwaukee WELCA
and mail to:
Donna Yourell
S70 W14846 Dartmouth Cir
Muskego, WI 53150
The deadline is May 1st 2020
Any questions?
Donna Yourell
414-422-1837

The palette of deep purple and bright green in the
logo is reflective of the scenery of the valley in the
Phoenix area. Along with the bright purple flowers
and vibrant green cacti. The turquoise color
connects to the history of native cultures in Arizona
and southwest region. Red signifies love. The
shade of red in our gathering logo is not one of fire
or caution, but rather one of joy.
Underneath we have added Greater Milwaukee to
indicate the synod we are from.
We chose the blue for the shirt to work with and
have contrast with the other colors.
We will be selling them for Triennial, but you do
not need to go to Phoenix to
represent Greater Milwaukee!! I will be sending
emails to those who ordered 2017.
They are the same basic t-shirt we ordered for last
Triennial so you will be able to judge your size.
Cost is $14.00
9
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Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President:
Worship
Resource
Books

Sue Seidemann (2021)
3729 N. 12th Street
Sheboygan, WI 53083
920-452-1634 (H)
920-946-1857 (C)
seidesue@Charter.net
St. Peter LC - Sheboygan

Vice Pres:

Karen Hoffman (2020)
5302 Mansfield Drive
Greendale, WI 53129
414-421-9249 (C)
ksh3231gw@sbcglobal.net

St. Stephen the Martyr LC - Greendale

Secretary:
Historian

Laura Ruiz (2020)
171 N. 71st Street
Milwaukee, WI 53213
414-704-7849 (C)
ruizlm60@yahoo.com
Ascension LC - Milwaukee

Treasurer:
Finance Chair
Offerings

Victoria Mallak (2021)
132 S. 92nd Street
Milwaukee, WI 53214
414-257-3315 (H)

BOARD MEMBERS
Mission Team
Robin Fatla (2021)
Gleanings Editor W62 N616 Washington Ave
Cedarburg, WI 53012
262 339-8898
rlwfatla@gmail.com
St. John - Grafton
Mission Team

Anti-Racism

Convention
Chair

Convention
Intern

Cluster/Cong.
Liaison

Cheryl Isotalo (2021)
6333 W. Cleveland Ave.
West Allis, WI
414 541-4236 (H)
414 975-2089 ©
cisotalo@yahoo.com
Nativity Lutheran - Wauwatosa

414-282-3956 Cell: 414-526-6605
pamwald13@hotmail.com
St. Stephen the Martyr LC - Greendale
Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization
Website: www.greatermilwaukeeswo.org
Gleanings Mailing Crew

Chair: Julie Starks 414-483-0122 jastarks@earthlink.net
Crew:

Nancy Sack 414-545-5434nsack@att.net
Joint Clusters I, II, III, IV Nancy Sack
414-545-5434 nsack@att.net

Lona Eubanks (2021)
10260 W. Terra Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53224
414-368-3363
l.eubanks@sbcglobal.net
Incarnation LC - Milwaukee

Webmaster: Sandy Allen
allen.sjwerner@gmail.com (this is new)
Facebook Coordinator: Caitlin Vang
hi5.caitlin@gmail.com
Communications Chair: Julie Starks
414-483-0122

Donna Hallada (2020)
1707 Garden Lane
West Bend, WI 53095
262-429-1323
brhallada@charter.net
Trinity Lutheran - West Bend

“Gleanings” is published four times each year
March, June, September and December
Articles for each publication should be submitted by
the first of February, May, August and November

Vicki Watkins (2021)
1727 N. 53rd St. #1
Milwaukee, WI 53208
414 475-6967 (H)
414 610_8408 (C)
csmchaplain@aol.com
Village Church - Milwaukee

Submit Gleanings articles to Robin Fatla
LaVerne Mueller 414-541-2103
billlaernem@gmail.com …

Pam Maschke (2020)
5271 S. 22nd Street
Milwaukee, WI 53221

Ruth Hoppe 421-281-5896 hppruth@sbcglobal.net
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Greater Milwaukee Synodical Organization
3259 S. Swain Court
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53207-3107

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
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Address Service Requested
PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY
DATED MATERIAL

NOTICE TO INDIVIDUAL GLEANINGS SUBSCRIBERS
Please look closely at your address sticker and take note of the numbers following your name. Those numbers
are the date that your Gleanings subscription will expire. If the letters “comp” follow your name that indicates
you are receiving a complimentary copy.
To receive an individual subscription mailed to your home, send $5 for a one-year subscription (4 copies) or
$9 for a two year subscription (8 copies). Make check payable to “Women of the ELCA” and mail your order
to Julie Starks, 3259 S. Swain Ct., Milwaukee, WI 53207-3107.
Name____________________________________________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________________________
Congregational Unit________________________________________________________________________
ANOTHER WAY TO RECEIVE THE GLEANINGS … THIS IS FREE
You can receive the Gleanings free of charge via e-mail. To do this send your name and your e-mail address
to Julie Starks at jastarks@earthlink.net You may also access Gleanings through our new website at……….
www.greatermilwaukeeswo.org.
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