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As a community of women  
    created in the image of God, 
    called to discipleship in Jesus  
    Christ and empowered by the                     
    Holy Spirit,  
we commit ourselves to  
    grow in faith, 
    affirm our gifts, 
    support one another in our callings,  
    engage in ministry and action, and 
    promote healing and wholeness 
        in the church, 
        the society, and 
        the world.  
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A Message from Our SWO President 

 

 
 A year ago I was planning a trip to Florida.  My husband 
and I were going to stop at the Biltmore Estate in Ashville, NC on 
the way down to Orlando.  We visited friends in Vero Beach and 
then went on to Disney World.  After a few days there we went to 
the Tampa area to visit my aunt and uncle.  It was a good trip.    
Little did we know at that time that our lives would change so  
drastically.   
 Within two weeks after we came home practically the 
whole nation was shut down.  It’s been just about a year and it 
seems much longer.  We are all hopeful that the end of this trying 
time is coming.   
 I will receive the first vaccination in the coming days and 
by the time you read this, I should have also received my second 
shot.  I’m grateful for the vaccine and I’m sure many of you are 
too.  The vaccine gives me hope. 
 There have been some good things that have come out of 
this pandemic.  I’ve found that I can go to many different churches 
by going on the internet.  I’ve spent more time at home doing 
things that I love to do.  Family and friends have become more  
important.  I’ve learned to Zoom to get together with friends, our 
synod WELCA board, and other WELCA presidents. 
 Your synod WELCA board is very hopeful that we’ll be 
able to gather as a community in October for our annual  
convention.  You’ll be getting more information in the next few 
months.  We’re going to be spending the next few months planning; 
however, we may need to cancel our plans depending on the  
numbers of coronavirus cases come fall.  The June issue of this 
newsletter will have more information about the convention, along 
with registration details. 
 In the meantime, be sure to keep a safe distance, wear a 
mask, and think very seriously of getting the vaccination.  Be 
healthy! 

     
     God bless and protect all of you, 
    

 Sue Seidemann 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Why do you look for the living among 
the dead?  He is not here, but has risen.” 
 
                                                  -Luke 24: 5 

Day of Resurrection 
April 4 
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Triennial Convention and Gathering 
UPDATE 

Women of the ELCA Gathering  
postponed until 2023 

The Just Love Gathering, scheduled for August 5-8, 2021, has 
been postponed and registration refunds will be offered. Staff 
is looking for other ways to build community and bring women  
together virtually in 2021 and 2022. Suggestions? Send your  
ideas to: www.womenoftheelca.org/contact 

Love Leaves the Dust 
 If I live in a house of spotless beauty with everything in it’s place, but 
have not love, I am a housekeeper, not a homemaker. 
 If I have time for waxing, polishing, and decorative achievements, but 
have not love, my children learn cleanliness, not Godliness. 
 Love leaves the dust in search of a child’s laugh. 
 Love smiles at the tiny fingerprints on a newly cleaned window. 
 Love wipes away the tears before it wipes up spilled milk. 
 Love picks up a child before it picks up the toys. 
 Love is present through the trials. 
 Love reprimands, reproves, and is responsive. 
 Love crawls with the baby, walks with the toddler, runs with the child, 
then stands aside to let the youth walk into adulthood. 
 Love is the key that opens salvation’s message to a child’s heart. 
 Before I became a mother, I took glory in my house of perfection. 
 Now I glory in God’s perfection of my child. 
 As a mother, there is much I must teach my child, but the greatest of all 
is love. 
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CHURCHWIDE EXECUTIVE BOARD DECIDES ABOUT CONVENTION, GATHER-
ING DATES 

In a specially called meeting December 23, Women of the ELCA’s executive board de-
cided how and when to hold the organization’s convention and gathering. 

The meeting and Just Love Gathering were initially scheduled for July 14-16, 2020. When 
the coronavirus pandemic hit, the board, in its April 2020 meeting, rescheduled the conven-
tion and gathering for early August 2021. 

“Since the April board meeting, the coronavirus has spread in ways that few would have im-
agined,” said Linda Post Bushkofsky, churchwide executive director. 

As of December 23, more than 323,000 people have died in the United States due to the 
coronavirus, she said. More than 18.2 million people have been infected to date in the U.S. 
Leading epidemiologists describe the current trajectory of the virus as a “surge upon surge 
upon surge.” 

THREE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Therefore, believing that in-person meetings will be unsafe into 2021, the executive board 
approved three recommendations: 

 That the Eleventh Triennial Convention, currently scheduled for August 3-5, 2021, be held virtually (or digitally) 
on those same dates. 

“The triennial convention cannot meet virtually until the 2017 voting members amend the 
constitution to allow for virtual meetings,” said Bushkofsky. 

Before the organization can hold a virtual convention, she said, voting members of the 
Tenth Triennial Convention (2017) must approve it. “So, the staff will take steps necessary 
to be in touch with the voting members regarding proposed changes to the constitution.” 
Those proposed changes were made by the executive board at its October 2020 meeting. 

 That the Just Love Gathering, currently scheduled for August 5-8, 2021, be postponed and registration refunds 
be offered. Staff will then find other ways to build community and bring women together virtually in 2021 and 
2022. 

 That the Twelfth Triennial Convention and a Gathering be held in Phoenix, Arizona, during the week of Septem-
ber 18, 2023. 

“The executive board recognizes that the recommendations carry with them several other 
implications,” Bushkofsky said. “Despite the challenges, we feel that these are the best op-
tions at the current time.” 
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Resources 

Lutheran women have a long history of Bible study, discipleship, and desire 
to deepen their spiritual life and learn about issues. 

Women of the ELCA offers free, downloadable program resources—all in 
English and many in Spanish—to help you grow in faith and engage in min-
istry and action. The following are just a few of the downloadable PDF files 
available at www.womenoftheelca.org/resources: 

 New! Faithful Friends 
 How to Have a Helpful Conversation About Race in 

the Church 
 I Am She! 
 Lent: Penitence, Pilgrimage, Preparation 
 Listening to God 
 Resurrection: A Holy Discipline 
 Our Journey to Wellness 
 Rachel’s Day 
 Stitches and Scripture 
 The Faces of Grief 
 Page Turners: Building a Book Club that Suits Your 

Style 

About Bold Café 

Café is an online magazine and podcast 
for and with young adult women who 
identify as Lutheran or not. 

Café shares stories written by bold 
young women who write about faith, re-
lationships, advocacy and more. Read-
ers and writers of Café include pastors, 
seminary and college students, and oth-
er young adult women who use Café as 
a Bible study resource individually or 
with a group.   Although many women in 
their 20s and 30s contribute in every  
issue, Café can be used and shared by 
women of all ages.   www.boldcafe.org 

Be sure to check out W-ELCA Executive  
Director, Linda Post Bushkofsky’s blog: 

“How Do We Observe the Sabbath During  
Pandemic standard Time?” 
at womenoftheelca.org  

Set your clocks ahead 1 hour 
Sunday, March 14 

 

HUMAN SEX TRAFFICKING CASES HAVE TRIPLED 

DURING THE PANDEMIC. 
https://dayton247now.com/.../human-sex-trafficking-cases...  

For a survivors story 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fdayton247now.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fhuman-sex-trafficking-cases-have-tripled-during-pandemic-survivor-speaks-out%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR04TlAnho1Yi_IF5SlxjX75_Np1bnXYUYGSJk5pZljS6pZZfVZ8ZX55gFM&h=AT3PJGxnytL5CCgyS19MPzzCSkaP
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How are you? It’s okay not to be okay. 
 
by Ralen Robinson  
 
 The other day I was in Trader Joes getting groceries when I ran into someone I knew. In our  
conversation, they asked, “How are you doing?” And I responded, “okay.” Yet, that was far from the truth. 
 I was stressed from work and had a mountain of emails that needed my attention. The store didn’t 
have the items I needed, and I was annoyed that I would have to go to another store later. It was going to 
rain, and I left my umbrella by the door, forgetting it in my haste. I got in an argument with a friend earlier that 
day, and I replayed that conversation in my head. Everything that could go wrong that day did, and I was at 
my wits’ end and wanted to throw the entire day away. I had a range of emotions. It was not all pretty. 
 So, when I was asked this question, I responded quickly and easily. Out of habit, I replied, “I’m doing 
okay.” When I walked away, I realized that my response did not accurately convey my emotions. I left with my 
bottled-up feelings of frustration and the appearance of being “okay.” But that was a lie. 
 How many times do we respond with an “okay” when everything is not fine? When everything is falling 
to pieces, and our emotions are so raw that acknowledging them will lead us to the brink of tears, why do we 
say we’re fine? Instead of naming and owning our stresses and anxieties, we hide them. We take them out 
when we’re alone, or with people we are close to. Being okay is acceptable, but sharing one’s emotions, 
heartaches, and pains can be uncomfortable. If I responded with the truth, I would be afraid that they don’t 
want to listen, or I that was burdening them with my problems. 
 We are so used to being put together, that we don’t share our struggles. We put our struggles and 
pain behind tight smiles. The fear and apprehension of vulnerability is crippling. So, how do we share that 
side of us and remove the mask that holds those feelings within? How do we pause before we respond and 
tap into our emotions? We have to have a brave heart to know that it is okay not to be okay. That in this time 
of uncertainty and pandemic, we are together. Our struggles are not exclusive to us but shared with  
humanity. We do not have to be shamed or feel burdened. We are not alone. 
 Psalm 31:1-2 says, “In you, O Lord, I have taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; in your  
righteousness deliver me.  Incline your ear to me; rescue me speedily.  Be a rock of refuge for me, a strong 
fortress to save me.”   These powerful words are a reminder that we are not alone. Through the Lord, we can 
find refuge in people and in ourselves. 
 David’s plea is a reminder that whatever we are going through, it too shall pass. We don’t have to 
deal with our stuff silently but can open up to one another. When we do, we might find shared experiences 
that lead to healing. 
 It is okay to permit yourself not to be okay and deal with those feelings. We can’t push them away and 
forget about them. We have to sit in our grief, loneliness, sadness, anxiety, and pain and then name it. We 
have to be on a first-name basis with our emotions so we can deal with them. For when we experience and 
process those feelings, we will feel lighter, happier, and calmer. Hardships will occur, and sadness will ache. 
Pain is inevitable, but so is happiness, joy, and laughter. 
 The next time your emotions are raw, don’t conceal it with an “okay” or “fine.” Pause before you  
answer. 
 
Closing prayer: 
Gracious Lord, help us be open, honest, and vulnerable with ourselves and with one another. Grant us the 
strength and courage to share our burdens as well as our highs with each other. To know that we are not 
alone and that our struggles, pain, and heartache are intertwined in the brokenness in the world. Lord, give 
us courage that we may share and hold one another in their feelings. Amen. 
 
Ralen Robinson is a recent graduate of the United Lutheran Seminary at Philadelphia. She is  
currently seeking a call as an ordained minister in the ELCA. Ralen believes her faith and a good 
pair of shoes can take you a long way. 
 

07/29/2020 | Faith Reflections – Café ezine 

https://www.boldcafe.org/category/faith_reflections/
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REMEMBER: 
 

Your offerings, though may be somewhat 
smaller, are still VERY important and  
needed, by your Greater Milwaukee Synod 
AND churchwide organizations. 
 
Have your unit treasurer continue to send 
what she can to help with the costs of  
maintaining the organization 
 

Mail UNIT offerings to: 
 

Treasurer: Tori Mallak 
 132 S. 92nd Street 

Milwaukee, WI 53214 
 
   

Treasurer’s Report … January 2021 

 

Receipts Actual YTD 2020Budget 

Board Offerings $335.00 $0.00 

Cluster Funds $0.00 $0.00 

Unit Offerings  $3,093.69 $5,000.00 

Convention Offering $0.00 $2,000.00 

Convention Registration (Synod) $0.00 $3,500.00 

Special Event/Retreat Offering  $0.00 $0.00 

Special Event/Retreat Registrations $0.00 $0.00 

Designated Income $9.00 $1,000.00 

Miscellaneous $0.00 $500.00 

Total Receipts $3,428.69 $12,000.00 

Disbursements     

Board Offering Disbursements $85.00   

Unit Offerings to CWO $1,546.84 $2,500.00 

Convention Offering Disbursement $0.00 $2,000.00 

Retreat Offering Disbursement $0.00                0.00 

Designated Expense $0.00 $300.00 

Program I Mission Growth $0.00 $10.00 

Program II Mission Community $0.00 $10.00 

Program III Mission Action $0.00 $10.00 

Program IV & V Executive Com & Brd $0.00 $650.00 

Program VI Convention Committee $0.00 $3,250.00 

Program VII Clusters $0.00 $10.00 

Program VIII Financial Matters $0.00 $150.00 

Program IX Newsletter $455.32 $1,000.00 

Program X Special Events $0.00 $50.00 

Program XI Scholarships  -Synod Conv. $0.00 $200.00 

                                         -Triennial $400.00 $880.00 

                                         -Other $0.00 $50.00 

Program XII Anti-Racism $0.00 $180.00 

Program XIII Miscellaneous $0.00 $700.00 

Triennial Promoter $0.00 $50.00 

Total Disbursements $2,487.16 $12,000.00 

Assets   

SWO Checking $10,941.78 

SWO Savings $6,206.90 

Mission Investment Fund $3,358.30 

Total Assets $20,506.98 

Designated Funds   

1/2 Unit Offering $1,546.84 

Board Offering $335.00 

Convention Offering $0.00 

Scholarship-Synod Convention $100.00 

                 -Triennial Conv. $2,290.00 

                 -Other $200.00 

Triennial Promoter $0.00 

Convention $1,739.47 

Mission Investment Fund $3,358.30 

Unexpected Expense $0.00 

Total Designated Funds $9,569.61 

Funds Available in Checking and sav-
ings  $7,579.07 

Total Funds Available $7,579.07 
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Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

President: Sue Seidemann (2021) 
  Worship 3729 N. 12th Street  
  Resource  Sheboygan, WI 53083 
  Books                     920-452-1634 (H) 
                                  920-946-1857  (C) 
                                  seidesue@Charter.net 
                                  St. Peter  - Sheboygan 

 
Vice Pres:             Karen Hoffman (2020) 
       5302 Mansfield Drive 
                                     Greendale, WI 53129 
                                     414-421-9249 (C) 
                                     ksh3231gw@sbcglobal.net 
                                     St. Stephen the Martyr - Greendale 

Secretary:       Laura Ruiz (2020) 
Historian   171 N. 71st Street 
                             Milwaukee, WI 53213 
                             414-704-7849 (C) 
                             ruizlm60@yahoo.com 
                             Ascension - Milwaukee 
                      
Treasurer:           Victoria Mallak  (2021) 
 Finance Chair      132 S. 92nd Street 
 Offerings              Milwaukee, WI 53214 
                              414-257-3315 (H) 
                              414-530-6884 (C) 
                              vmallak@wi.rr.com 
                              Martin Luther - Milwaukee 

BOARD MEMBERS 

 
Mission Team     Robin Fatla (2021) 
Gleanings Editor    W62 N616 Washington Ave 
      Cedarburg, WI  53012 
      Cell: 262 339-8898 
      rlwfatla@gmail.com 
      St. John - Grafton 
 
Mission Team        Cheryl Isotalo (2021) 
      6322 W. Cleveland Ave. 
      Milwaukee, WI 
                                 414 541-4236 (H) 
                                 414 975-2089 © 
                                 cisotalo@yahoo.com 
                                 Nativity - Wauwatosa 
 
Anti-Racism     Lona Eubanks (2021) 
      10260 W. Terra Ave. 
                    Milwaukee, WI 53224  
                                 414-368-3363                       
                                 l.eubanks@sbcglobal.net 
                                 Incarnation - Milwaukee 
 
Convention     Vicki Watkins (2021)    
Intern       1727   N. 53rd St. #1 
                                  Milwaukee, WI  53208   
       414 475-6967 (H) 
       414 610_8408 (C) 
               vwatkins1727@gmail.com 
       Village Church - Milwaukee 
 
Cluster/Cong.     Pam Maschke (2020) 
Liaison      5271 S. 22nd Street 
      Milwaukee, WI 53221 
      414-282-3956 (H) 
                                414-526-6605 (C) 
      pamwald13@hotmail.com 
     St. Stephen the Martyr - Greendale 

 
Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization 

Website:  www.greatermilwaukeeswo.org 
                   

Gleanings Mailing Crew  
Chair:   Julie Starks  414-483-0122   jastarks39@gmail.com 
 

Crew:      Nancy Sack 414-545-5434nsack@att.net  
 

  LaVerne Mueller 414-541-2103   
                billlaernem@gmail.com … 
 

                Ruth Hoppe 421-281-5896 hppruth@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It was with sadness and joy that 
we said good-bye to our fellow 
board member, Donna Hallada, 
when she was welcomed into the 
loving arms of her Lord on  
November 18, 2020 after battling 
pancreatic cancer. 
 
She may have left the world 
peacefully, but for those who 
knew her, she arrived in heaven 

saying, “I’m here, where do you need my help?” 
 
At the time of her death, she was serving the 
Greater Milwaukee Synod Women’s Organization 
as  the Chairman of the Convention Committee. 
 
Her sense of humor and willingness to help 
wherever, whenever, will be deeply missed. 

Joint Clusters I, II, III, IV   Nancy Sack  

414-545-5434 nsack@att.net                                     
  

Webmaster:  Sandy Allen     
allen.sjwerner@gmail.com (this is new) 
 

Facebook Coordinator: Caitlin Vang   
hi5.caitlin@gmail.com 
 

Communications Chair: Julie Starks  
414-483-0122    
jastarks39@gmail.com 
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WOMEN OF THE ELCA                                                                                                   
Greater Milwaukee Synodical Organization                          
3259 S. Swain Court 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53207-3107 
 
Address Service Requested 
 
 

PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY 
DATED MATERIAL 

 
 
 
 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Milwaukee, WI 
Permit No.3678 

NOTICE  TO  INDIVIDUAL  GLEANINGS  SUBSCRIBERS 
 

Please look closely at your address sticker and take note of the numbers following your name.  Those numbers 
are the date that your Gleanings subscription will expire.  If the letters “comp” follow your name that indicates 
you are receiving a complimentary copy.   
 
To receive an individual subscription mailed to your home, send $5 for a one-year subscription (4 copies) or 
$9 for a two year subscription (8 copies).  Make check payable to “Women of the ELCA” and mail your order 
to Julie Starks, 3259 S. Swain Ct., Milwaukee, WI 53207-3107. 
 
Name____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Congregational Unit________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ANOTHER WAY TO RECEIVE THE GLEANINGS … THIS IS FREE 
 

You can receive the Gleanings– IN COLOR! - free of charge via e-mail.  To do this send your name and your 
e-mail address to Julie Starks at jastarks@earthlink.net  You may also access Gleanings through our new  
website at……….       www.greatermilwaukeeswo.org. 
 

“Gleanings” is published four times each year:    March, June, September and December 
 

Articles for each publication should be submitted by the first of February, May, August and November 
 

to Robin Fatla -   rlwfatla@gmail.com 


