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Purpose Statement

As a community of women
created in the image of God,
called to discipleship in Jesus
Christ and empowered by the
Holy Spirit,
we commit ourselves to
grow in faith,
affirm our gifts,
support one another in our callings,
engage in ministry and action, and
promote healing and wholeness
in the church,
the society, and
the world.

A Message from Our SWO President

Linda Post-Bushkofsky met with the SWO board via Zoom on
January 29", She needed to clarify things for us as we go forward
in our discussion of how to possibly dissolve the SWO. This is
what I heard her say:

e The constitution doesn’t provide for the dissolution of an SWO.
Basically, it can’t be done.

e We need to go forward with a positive attitude.
We need to do everything we can to find people who are willing to

be nominated to fill our positions. That is our job as an SWO
board.

So, we can only pray that new life will somehow emerge from our
units and that somehow we will have the strength to carry on. At
this time we have twenty active units. Yes, almost all of the
churches in the synod have some form of women’s groups.
However, these churches have not seen a need to join with the
SWO.

On another note Vicki Watkins, our convention chair has started
work on this year’s convention. It will have a similar format to the
last convention where everyone stays together throughout the day.
More information will be available in the June issue of the
Gleanings.

Please pray for the SWO. Pray that God guides us in the right path.

Sue Seidemawvuv

“There is no way to be a perfect
mother, and a million ways to be a
good one.” —lJill Churchill

“The art of mothering is to teach the
art of living to children.” —Elaine
Heffner

“Being a mother is learning about
% strengths you didn't know you had.”
1, —Linda Wooten

“When your mother asks, ‘Do you
want a piece of advice?" it's a mere
formality. It doesn’t matter if you an-
swer yes or no. You're going to get it
anyway.” —Erma Bombeck




RESOURCES ABOUT HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Working to end human trafficking Since 2005, Women of the ELCA has been actively working to
end human trafficking. Some work on education and awareness. Others provide support to agencies
helping women to leave or who have left human trafficking. Others still are working to change laws that

criminalize the victims of trafficking.
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Understanding and
responding to
human trafficking

What is human trafficking?

“Modern slavery—be it bended labor, involuntary servitude
crime and cannot be tolerated in any
culture, nmu or country ... s an affront to our values
and our commitment to human rights.”

Hillary Rodham Clinton, Secretary of State

HUMAN TRAFFICKING 101

Human trafficking is the trade in humans, most com-
monly for the purpose of sexual slavery, forced labor, or
commercial sexual exploitation.
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Request Services.
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The Typology of
Modern Slavery

Discover the Types

All resource information can be found on the Women of the
ELCA website:
womenoftheelca.org

UNDERSTANDING & RESPONDING TO
HUMAN TRAFFICKING

This program will help you understand what
human trafficking is, what is being done to
stop it and how you and your church can
participate in those efforts.

Human Trafficking
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MORE RESOURCES ABOUT HUMAN
TRAFFICKING

For additional information and to find out
more about what you can do to stop human
trafficking, visit the following websites.

VISIT THE POLARIS PROJECTABOUT

VISIT THE NATIONAL HUMAN
TRAFFICKING HOTLINEABOUT

VISIT U.S. DEPT. OF STATE OF-
FICE TO MONITOR AND COMBAT
TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS



https://polarisproject.org/
https://humantraffickinghotline.org/
https://humantraffickinghotline.org/
https://www.state.gov/bureaus-offices/under-secretary-for-civilian-security-democracy-and-human-rights/office-to-monitor-and-combat-trafficking-in-persons/
https://www.state.gov/bureaus-offices/under-secretary-for-civilian-security-democracy-and-human-rights/office-to-monitor-and-combat-trafficking-in-persons/
https://www.state.gov/bureaus-offices/under-secretary-for-civilian-security-democracy-and-human-rights/office-to-monitor-and-combat-trafficking-in-persons/

RESOURCES

¢ Looking Into the Mirror: A Lenten Reflection - Lent is about looking into a metaphorical mirror, the kind
we hold up to our souls. Use the Lenten season to refocus your faith life and realign your relationship with God
through 40 days of reflection. The discussion questions work best in small groups, though this resource can also be
used independently

¢+ Resurrection: A Holy Discipline - In Luke 20:36, we are called “children of the resurrection.” What does this
mean? s it a reference to a future event, the resurrection of our spiritual selves? Or might it have implications for
our lives and the lives of others here and now? Consider how resurrection might appear in our everyday lives here
and now with this multi-session program.

¢ Caring for the Earth as God’s People - Discover what it means to have dominion over the earth and see why
caring for the earth is an expression of gratitude to God for its riches. Use this short resource in connection with
Earth Day or any time you want to explore increasing your commitment to caring for creation.

¢ Being Good Stewards of Water - Learn what “virtual water consumption” is, how North Americans compare to
Europeans and Africans on water use, and easy ways to conserve and recycle water—which is good not only for the
local and global environment but for your wallet, too.

¢ Finding Your Bold: An Icebreaker - Boldness comes in many forms. Some is bright and loud. Some is firm

and quiet. Women of the ELCA celebrates this range of voices, knowing that the avenues for bold self-expression

are limitless. Do you have a definition of BOLD? What do you believe is your best BOLD? Come explore what

“bold” is.

Rachel’s Day - Did you know that every 30 minutes a child or teen dies or is injured from a gun? Take a look at

our Rachel’s Day resource that offers information on how you can work within your community and congregation

to combat gun violence. Rachel’s Day is observed by Women of the ELCA annually on the first Sunday in May

(May 1, 2022), though it can be observed any time of the year. It is a time set aside to mourn the loss of our chil-

dren and to renounce the forces of violence and fear.

<

connections

Daily Grace is an on-the-go com- The monthly e-newsletter Café, an on-line magazine, shares sto-
panion for your journey, offeringa  that features the latest news and ~ ries written by bold young women
faith reflection every day. Encoun- information about who write about faith, relationships,

ter God’s extravagant, boundless our programs and activities. advocacy and more. Readers and writ-

ers of Café include pastors, seminary
and college students, and other young
adult women who use Café as a Bible

and often surprising grace
by signing up for a daily email
message. You can also download

Bold Connections is delivered via
e-mail on the first of every

the newly updated app for month. study resource individually or with a
your 10S and Android devices. To subscribe, visit- group. Although many women in
www.womenoftheelca.org/blog/ www.womenoftheelca.org/ 'Fhelr 20s and 30s contribute in every
daily-grace publications issue, Café can be used and shared by

women of all ages.

How did a bunch of modest Lutheran women grow into bold advocates helping to end human trafficking in
Wisconsin? It was a journey of faith and calling. We started from a place where many did not believe that
sex trafficking was a problem in our state. And hardly any of us felt comfortable talking about anything that
had to do with sex (shhhh!).
Be sure to check out the Blog by Shirley Paulson at www.womenoftheelca.org/blogs:
BE BOLD! DO JUSTICE!
WISCONSIN WOMEN GROW INTO ADVOCACY


http://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage1.com/subscribe?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=2aa8313408
http://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage1.com/subscribe?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=2aa8313408
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/daily-grace/id425207945?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.elca.dailygrace

)) LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF

More workers for the comfort of others:

Trinity, West Bend - Fleece blankets (donated locally)

St. Peter, Sheboygan - 10 adult quilts & 10 children’s quilts sent to the Afghan refugees at Ft. McCoy), 20
children’s quilts to Project Linus in Sheboygan

St. John’s, Brookfield - 119 quilts

Norway, Wind Lake - 300 quilts, 41 fabric kits, 41 layettes, 108 personal care kits, & 70 school kits
Memorial, Glendale - 450 quilts

RACHEL'S DAY - MAY 1, 2022

What is Rachel’s Day? In 1994, one woman urged her congregation, Bethel
Lutheran Church on the west side of Chicago, to support children facing
violence.

They began by clearing a vacant lot and turning it into a garden— Rachel’s
Garden. It became a place where folks—mostly mothers—could come to mourn
children killed by gun violence in the past year.

They also planted a white cross and flowers in remembrance of these young
ones.

Two years later, the Metro Chicago Synodical Women’s Organization
brought a memorial to the Third Triennial Convention (1996) of Women of the
ELCA to broaden awareness of the violence children face and actions to address
it. The convention passed the memorial, resolving “That ELCA women
encourage their congregations to recognize the first Sunday in May each year as

Rachel’s Day, based on Jeremiah 31:15—17 wherein Rachel grieved for her children, to mourn the loss of our
children and to renounce the forces of evil and fear that plague our nation .”

Many may be reluctant to observe Rachel’s Day because guns are a polarizing issue. Politics, personal
views and societal attitudes make it so. Perhaps, Scripture can help you find common ground.

In Matthew 2:16—18, we see that children have been objects of violence for thousands of years. Read verse
18. Rachel’s actions can become the resolve we need to say, “Enough is enough.” Rachel refused to be com-
forted, and Scripture implies that her weeping went on for a long time.

Yes, many may believe that gun violence is part of our culture, and we can do nothing about it. But Rachel
was not deterred. Her actions bore witness to the urgency and gravity of the situation and the need to take ac-
tion. Read Exodus 1:15-22, Jeremiah 31:15—-17 and Mark 10:13—16. Pay attention to why and how the adults
took violent actions while others (usually women and Jesus) found hope and solution

Rachel’s Day and anti-violence work are not about fixing others nor are they spectator activities. Start with
how violence affects everyday life in your home, congregation, workplace, schools and community.

Remember that children need to know that adults care so it is important we know what they are feeling.
Children can be traumatized by community violence because they are often too young or emotionally unable
to process it. Remember, this work is a marathon and not a sprint. Use Rachel’s Day Sunday as the beginning
of your efforts.

Visit www.womenoftheelca.org/resources for program ideas to observe this important day.
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By JiaYing Grygiel

Every day should be Earth Day,
but there’s one special day a year
— April 22 — that we call out as
an annual reminder to take bet-
ter care of our planet. It’s the on-
ly home we have.

It took a heavily polluted river
catching on fire in 1969 to galva-
nize the American public into ac-
tion. Nearly 20 million people —
10 percent of the country’s popu-
lation — took part in the

first Earth Day on April 22, 1970.

Earth Day has grown into the
world’s biggest civic event, cele-
brated by a billion people in
more than 190 countries, accord-
ing to Earth Day Network. What
are some activities for Earth
Day? What are some things you
- and your family—can do for our
planet?

40 days to deepen our spiritual lives through the practices of
fasting, prayer, and almsgiving.

The belief is that our consistent participation in these practices -
like exercise we do for our physical health - improves our
spiritual well-being by stripping away all that is unnecessary and
becoming more mindful of how God is working in our lives.

What to

“give up” for Lent:

Gossip
Negativity
Judgement

Self-absorption
Lust
Gluttony
Greed
Sloth
Wrath
Envy
Pride

What to
“take up” for Lent:

Love
Joy
Peace
Patience
Kindness
Goodness
Gentleness
Faithfulness
Self-Control

* Try a new spiritual practice - spend
at least 1 hour in silent meditation
each weekend.

* Spend 1 weekend or evening
volunteering during Lent

* Get to know your neighbors

An Easter prayer

From the grave's depths, Lord
Jesus Christ, you emerged,
breaking the hold of sin, death
and hell, that those who trust
in you might share in your
righteousness, life and beloved
community with God the Fa-
ther and all God's children. We
bow in awe before your majes-
ty, giving thanks for your grace
extended so bountifully to us.
By the power of your Spirit
who lives within us, may we
share the astonishing news of
your resurrection with others,

that they also may know your saving grace. Amen.

April 17


https://www.today.com/series/one-small-thing/earth-day-inspiration-5-ways-raise-kids-who-love-nature-t16891
https://www.today.com/series/one-small-thing/earth-day-inspiration-5-ways-raise-kids-who-love-nature-t16891

In fond rgmegmbrance:
Carolg Ropel

March 5, 1937 - February 2, 2022

T -

Carolg was a megmber of St. Stgphen the
Martyr luthgran Chareh in Greggndalg until
moving to The Villages in Florida with her husband Ron.
Shg was a loving wife, mother, grandmother, and faith-filled sgrvant of God.
Sheg was an activg mgmber of the Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization
and sgrved as pregsident from 2007 - 2011.
She will bg degegply missegd and always remembered.

“You never really know the true impact you have on those around you. You never know how much someone
needed that smile you gave them. You never know how much your kindness turned someone’s entire life
around. You never know how much someone needed that long hug or deep talk. So don’t wait to be kind.
Don’t wait for better circumstances or for someone to change. Just be kind, because you never know how
much someone needs it.” Author unknown
This was Carole’s persona.



Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President: Sue Seidemann (2022) Secretary: Laura Ruiz (2023)
Worship 3729 N. 12" Street 171 N. 71st Street
Resource Sheboygan, WI 53083 Milwaukee, WI 53213
Books 920-452-1634 (H) 414 704-7849 ©
920-946-1857 (C) ruizlm60@yahoo.com
seidesue@Charter.net Ascension - Milwaukee
St. Peter - Sheboygan
Treasurer: Victoria Mallak (2022)
Vice Pres: Jan Fox (2022) Finance Chair 132 S. 92" Street
4130 S. Carmody La. Offerings Milwaukee, WI 53214
New Berlin, WI 53151 414-257-3315
262 782-5680 © Cell: 414-530-6884
janfox@aol.com vmallak@wi.rr.com
Ascension - Milwaukee Martin Luther - Milwaukee
BOARD MEMBERS
Mission Team Robin Fatla (2022)
Gleanings Editor W62 N616 Washington Ave Gleanings Mailing Crew
Cedarburg, WI 53012
Cell: 262 339-83898 Chair:  Julie Starks 414-254-2533

rlwfatla@gmail.com
St. John - Grafton
Mission Team Cheryl Isotalo (2022)
6322 W. Cleveland Ave.
Milwaukee, WI
414 541-4236 (H)
414 975-2089 ©
cisotalo@yahoo.com
Nativity - Wauwatosa

Anti-Racism Lona Eubanks (2022)
10260 W. Terra Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53224
414-368-3363
l.eubanks@sbcglobal.net

Incarnation LC - Milwaukee

Convention Vicki Watkins (2022)
Intern 1727 N. 53rd St. #1
Milwaukee, WI 53208
414 475-6967 (H)
414 610 8408 (C)
vwatkins1727@gmail.com
Village Church - Milwaukee
Cluster/Cong. OPEN SEAT
Liaison

Many thanks to Jan Fox for stepping in to the
Vice President position.
There is one remaining position on the board
left to fill.
If the spirit moves you to serve on the synodical
board, please contact President Sue Seidemann

Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization
Website: www.greatermilwaukeeswo.org

Crew:

jastarks39@gmail.com

LaVerne Mueller 414-541-2103
billlaernem@gmail.com .

Ruth Hoppe 414-281-5896
ruthhoppe708@gmail.com

Joanne Hoeft 414 282-7237
hoeftjoanne@yahoo.com

Tori Mallak 414 530-6884 vmallak@wi.rr.com

Webmaster: Sandy Allen
allen.sjwerner@gmail.com

Facebook Coordinator: Caitlin Vang
hiS.caitlin@gmail.com

Communications Chair: Julie Starks
414-483-0122
jastarks39@gmail.com

Set your clocks
back 1 hour on

March 13
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PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY
DATED MATERIAL

“Blessed is the king who comes

in the name of the Lord!”
Luke 19:38, NIV

NOTICE TO INDIVIDUAL GLEANINGS SUBSCRIBERS

Please look closely at your address sticker and take note of the numbers following your name. Those numbers
are the date that your Gleanings subscription will expire. If the letters “comp” follow your name that indicates
you are receiving a complimentary copy.

To receive an individual subscription mailed to your home, send $5 for a one-year subscription (4 copies) or
$9 for a two year subscription (8 copies). Make check payable to “Women of the ELCA” and mail your order
to Julie Starks, 3259 S. Swain Ct., Milwaukee, WI 53207-3107.

Name

Address

Congregational Unit

ANOTHER WAY TO RECEIVE THE GLEANINGS ... THIS IS FREE
You can receive the Gleanings - IN COLOR! free of charge via e-mail. To do this send your name and your

e-mail address to Julie Starks at jastarks@earthlink.net You may also access Gleanings through our new
website at.......... www.greatermilwaukeeswo.org.

“Gleanings” is published four times each year: March, June, September and December
Articles for each publication should be submitted by the first of February, May, August and November

to Robin Fatla - rlwfatla@gmail.com
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