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Purpose Statement

As a community of women
created in the image of God,
called to discipleship in Jesus
Christ and empowered by the
Holy Spirit,
we commit ourselves to
grow in faith,
affirm our gifts,
support one another in our callings,
engage in ministry and action, and
promote healing and wholeness
in the church,
the society, and
the world.

DANGER!I!

The Greater Milwaukee
Synodical Women’s
Organization of the ELCA
is in danger of becoming
INACTIVE!!

Your participation is necessary
and crucial to the survival of the
organization.

1. Step up on your own to
become a nominee for the board

2. Nominate a forward thinking
woman from your congregation
to run for the board

3. Since more than one woman
from a congregation can sit on
the board - one as an officer and
one as a board member -
encourage a friend to
run with you

You can find the nomination
form elsewhere in this
newsletter.

Also, fill out and send in your
registration form to
attend the gathering where
discussion and decision about
the future of our organization
will take place.



A Message from Our SWO President

I’'m pleased to announce that your SWO board has received a nomination for the office of
president. The nomination comes from Donna Yourell. Donna is an extremely qualified
candidate. She has been a past SWO President and a representative on the churchwide board.
She wants to rejuvenate our SWO. I’'m sure the voting members at our Gathering will be
happy to elect her.

In other news, to my knowledge Donna is the only candidate for any of the officer and
board positions. She’s going to need a lot of help. I hope there are some women who will be
interested in being on the SWO board so that the organization can continue with her
leadership.

[ also need to let you know that Robin Fatla who is our Gleanings editor will be retiring
as of the first of the new year and Julie Starks who has been instrumental in getting the
Gleanings to the post office and sending it via email is also retiring from her position. That
means that the Gleanings will not be published unless someone comes forward to take the
position of editor and the position of communicator.

This is my last article for the Gleanings. At this moment I’m a bit sad, but I’'m looking
forward to spending more time with my hobbies; sewing, weaving, knitting, and reading. I
hope to see many of you at the Gathering in October. God bless all of you and our SWO.

Sue Seldemann

What will be happening at

+ Worship
+ Fellowship
+ Workshops
s Speakers
+ Voting on Resolution 001 (found on page 4)
+ Electing 2023 board members
+ Electing voting members to 2023 Triennial Convention
+ Catered Iunch
+ Shopping
This is a FREE gathering - NO registration fees
So don’t let anything else hold you back from attending!




Registration Form

(You may duplicate this form as necessary)

Saturday, October 8, 2022

Formerly the
Convention of the Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women's Organization

This Year’s Theme:

Theme Verse: Romans 15:13

3 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit.
Registration / Continental Breakfast begins at 7:30 AM
Opening Worship begins at 8:30 AM, Rev. Lisa Bates Froiland, Preacher

Grace Lutheran Church
303 Green Bay Road ~ Thiensville, Wisconsin 53092

Registration begins June 1, 2022
Deadline for registration is September 8, 2022

Are you a voting member? Yes No (Please check one?)

Though there is no _cost for this event there will be an opportunity to give a free will offering — 50% to go to
Churchwide, 25% to GM-SWO to cover expenses and 25% to a local organization; and we are collecting in-kind
offerings of socks (or any health care items) for the Street Angels Ministry of Ascension Lutheran Church, Milwaukee.

Do you have any special or dietary needs / requests? (Please specify.)

Return this form(s) to registrar: Jan Fox
4130 S. Carnaby Lane, New Berlin, Wisconsin 53151 - 6164

Name Phone
Address

City State Zip
E-Mail Address

Congregation Membership City

NOTE: All registrations will be acknowledged by e-mail if provided.



Resolution: 001

Resolution to Consider Disbanding the ELCA Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s
Organization (SWO)

Whereas, our members have been aging out of participation, new women have not been
joining, and fewer women have been attending meetings;

Whereas, members have not been willing to serve on the nomination committee to fill
openings on the SWO board, and for several years no nominations have been
received when a general call for nominations was sent out to the membership;

Whereas, financial support for SWO has steadily decreased which leads to a decrease of
offerings available to send to the Churchwide Organization; and

Whereas, the Greater Milwaukee SWO board members have continued to meet to do the
business of the SWO and have been in touch with some local congregational
leaders to understand the current status of the SWQO; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, that Women of the ELCA Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s
Organization (SWO) Board:

1. be asked to prayerfully consider disbanding the current Greater Milwaukee
SWO;

2. be asked to consider the opinions of members attending the October 9, 2021
SWO Convention;

3. be asked to research the official process for disbanding the Greater

Milwaukee SWO; and
4. be asked to report out the decision of the SWO Board and the final

treasurer’s report in the organization newsletter, Gleanings, if the decision is
made to disband.

September 29, 2021



NOMINATION FORM for SWO Board Positions

For our SWO to function to its fullest potential, and carry out our Mission Statement, YOU ARE NEEDED

to step forward and volunteer your services or be prepared to say “YES” when contacted to serve on the Board.
During the business session of our 2022 Gathering of Women we will elect a President, Vice President, Secretary,
Treasurer, and 5 board members. Prayerfully search your soul, think of your gifts and be prepared to say “YES”
when contacted to serve our God and the women in the Greater Milwaukee Synod and beyond.

President (3 year term) _ Vice President (2 year term) _ Secretary (3 year term)  Treasurer (2
year term) 2 Board Members (3 year terms) 3 Board members (2 year terms)

Name of Nominee

Address of Nominee

Street City Zip Code
Home/Cell Phone ( ) Work Phone ( )
AgeRange = 34orunder 3549  50-64 65 orolder
Ethnicity
__ Native American __ Asian __ Black  Caucasian __ Hispanic __ other

Primary language other than English

Name of Congregation

Address of Congregation
Street City Zip Code

Experience
Beginning with the most recent, please list significant experience in each area:

Occupational History

Local Congregation Women’s Unit/Cluster/Synodical or Churchwide Women’s Organization or local ELCA
Congregation/ELCA Cluster, Synod Churchwide

Other organizations

Special Gifts and Talents

Form Submitted by:

Name Address Phone Number
Name/Address of Congregation

Note: Only one name may be submitted per congregation, Please obtain permission before submitting
nominee’s name.

Please return this form ASAP to
Jan Fox
4130 S.Carnaby La
New Berlin, WI 53157



Six Little Stories With Lots of
Meaning

1) Once all villagers decided to pray for rain. On the
day of prayer, all the people gathered, but only one
boy carried an umbrella.

2) When you throw babies in the air, they laugh
because they know you will catch them.

3) Every night we go to bed without any assurance
of being alive the next morning, but still we set the
alarms to wake up.

4) We plan big things for tomorrow in spite of zero
knowledge of the future.

5) We see the world suffering, but still we get mar-
ried and have children.

6) On an old man’s shirt was written a sentence, “I
am not 80 years old.; | am sweet 16 with 64 years of
experience.”

Have a happy day and live your life like these

six stories. Remember - Good friends are the
rare jewels of life - difficult to find and
impossible to replace!

Featured guests at

Worship leader - Rev. Lisa Bate Froiland -
Redeemer L.C., Milwaukee

Artist - Lise Meissner

Charlie “Char-Bee” Koenen - Bee ministry,
Redeemer L.C., Milwaukee

Alice’s Garden - Venice Williams

Resident Chaplain, St. Luke’s Hospital -
Fred Hang

Co-director of Street Angels, Inc. - Eva
Welch -
A mobile outreach program that assists our
neighbors without homes in
Milwaukee County.

Our supporters, small staff and volunteers
make it possible for our team to travel

throughout the county three nights per week,

156-nights per year, via two outreach buses
providing hot meals, bag lunches, drinking
water, hygiene items, clothing, blankets,
tents, and HOPE to those who are
experiencing street homelessness.

In-Kind Gift Collection at October Gathering of Women

Socks for women, men, and children, along with any other health care items, will be col-
lected during the October 8th “Gathering of Women and donated to the Street Angels Min-
istry of Ascension L.C. in Milwaukee.




RESOURCES

I Am She: Our mission statement calls us to act boldly. What does this mean? It means a variety of things,
for boldness has a range of voices. Some is bright and loud. Some is firm and quiet. Do you know what is
your “best bold”? This program will help you discover it and put it into action! I Am She can be used in a
congregational setting, as a conference event, or as part of a synodical convention. It could be conducted over
five to six weeks or as a weekend retreat. So boldly claim your boldness today, declaring, “I am she!”

Listening to the Third Slave: This Bible study takes a fresh look at the parable of the talents in Matthew
and Luke. What if the slave who tucked away the master’s money wasn’t lazy after all? What if he wanted to
make a point?

The “Called to...” Series: This series of seven programs for groups, each designed to take about 60-90
minutes, offers a wide variety of opportunities to explore together what God is calling you to be and to do:
“Called to a Global Perspective”; “Called to Be Global Sisters”; “Called to Be Political”; “Called to Be
Women of Mission”; “Called to Deal with Difficult Issues”; “Called to Love as God Loves”; “Called to
Obey God”

Women over 50 & HIV/AIDS: In the U.S., the number of new cases of HIV among women 50 years of age
and older is increasing at an alarming rate. This is a population well represented within our organization and
denomination, and among our friends and family. This short program addresses the need for people over 50 to
know how to protect themselves.

All resources are downloadable PDF files at www.womenoftheelca.org/resources.
Some are for group study and others are for individual study.

connections

Café, an on-line magazine, shares
stories written by bold young wom-
en who write about faith, relation-
You are invited to join Lutheran  ships, advocacy and more. Readers
women across the church every and writers of Café include pastors,
Tuesday at noon (in your time seminary and college students, and
zone) in prayer - reflecting on other young adult women who
God’s word, offering prayers and use Café as a Bible study resource
reflecting on your self-care and individually or with a group. Alt-
the care of others. hough many women in their 20s and
30s contribute in every is-

sue Café can be used and shared by
women of all ages.

The monthly e-newsletter
that features the latest news and
information about our programs

and activities. Bold
Connections is delivered via
e-mail on the first of every
month. To subscribe, visit-
www.womenoftheelca.org/
publications

Daily Grace is an on-the-go companion for your journey, offering a faith re-
flection every day. Encounter God’s extravagant, boundless and often sur-
prising grace by signing up for a daily email message. You can also down-

load the newly updated app for your IOS and Android devices.
www.womenoftheelca.org/blog/daily-grace



http://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage1.com/subscribe?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=2aa8313408
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/daily-grace/id425207945?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.elca.dailygrace

NEW CAMPAIGN HOPES TO BUILD
WOMEN’S MINISTRIES INTO NEXT
CENTURY

In the beginning, Lutherans knew Katie Luther as
the wife of Martin Luther. When Women of the
ELCA first established the Katharina von Bora Lu-
ther Fund Endowment in 1997, Katie was a mys-

tery to many.

But over the years, through resources, scholar-
ships, articles, and skits, Women of the ELCA told
the story of this bold and brave woman who
brewed beer, raised cattle, managed a busy house-
hold, and kept a theologian in line.

These days, Katie Luther is loved and admired by
those who know her. Many women see a bit of
themselves in this legend who wore many bonnets.

Building a future

Women of the ELCA established Katie’s Fund 10
years after the organization was founded in 1987,
said Linda Post Bushkofsky, executive director
since 2002. For 25 years, women have given to
Katie’s Fund to support and sustain the ministries
of Women of the ELCA.

And the organization hopes giving will last far into
the future. That’s why they created a new capital
campaign, 2122: Growing Katie’s Fund for the
next 100 years with a goal to raise $1 million.

Read the entire blog by Terri Lackey at
www.womenoftheelca.org/blog/news
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RETREAT WHERE YOU ARE

By Kimberly Knowle-Zeller

Are you looking to carve out some time for yourself?
Are you looking to connect with your faith? Are you
looking to deepen your sense of the sacred in our midst?
Come and retreat. This one-day retreat is designed for
you. And the gift of this retreat is that you can take part
right where you are.

It’s divided into three sections meant to fill one day.
Each section has a spiritual reflection to center yourself.
You need a Bible, a candle, a cup, something to take
pictures and a pen and paper.

I hope that we can take time for ourselves. To
remember that we Are loved. And to remember that the
paths we take each day are sacred. And to remember
that we don’t walk alone.

Come and retreat. Download the entire program at
www.womenoftheelca.org/blog

A few things to do in the 2nd half
of the year:

1. Take a moment for yourself. Stop
everything, find somewhere quiet, close
your eyes and just breathe.

2. Acknowledge what you've been doing
well so far. Life has been a lot lately, but you
are making progress in many areas. Own it.

3. Take note of the lessons you've learned
so far and what you could improve upon
going forward. No judgement. Just wisdom.

4. Reach out to people you love and thank
them for being in your life.

5. Know without a doubt, that whatever
comes your way, you're going to be okay.
You've got this.



— Give us thisday —

Shabbat? Why not!

BY SUSAN SPARKS

ONE OF MY BEST LIFE LESSONS came from Nana Gert, a
tiny, silver-haired woman with a twinkle in her eye.
I'met Nana Gert, the grandmother of a dear friend,
many years ago. When she heard that I was new in
New York and had no family in the area, she insist-
ed on inviting me, a Baptist from the South, to her
famous Friday Shabbat dinners on Long Island.

Each week, I would gather with her family
around a table that groaned under the weight of
matzo ball soup, veal cutlets and noodle kugel. I'd
marvel at how Nana Gert, who was in her mid-80s,
had the energy to prepare it all. Finally, I asked for
her secret. She explained:

“Traditionally, Jews celebrate Shabbat on
Friday evenings into Saturday, but at my age, [
need a break—a Shabbat—more than once a week!
So whenever I'm tired, whether it be on a Friday
or a Monday or a Wednesday, I just sit down and
declare, ‘Shabbat? Why not!™

Her words still strike me as true. For Christians
and Jews alike, keeping the Sabbath holy is a
commandment and a blessing from God: “So God
blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on
it God rested from all the work that he had done in
creation” (Genesis 2:3).

In our fast-paced world, one weekly Shabbat
may not be enough. Why limit ourselves? We have
the power to claim Shabbat anytime, anywhere
we need it! While it might be nice to take a six-
month cruise through the Greek Isles, a one-minute
Shabbat pause during a busy day can be so rejuve-
nating. Give yourself permission to take a break—
whether it be physical, emotional or spiritual,

A physical break is easy. Go on a short walk. Do
some stretches, Or take a few deep breaths. Studies

show that a simple five-minute break from your
work can substantially increase your energy and
efficiency and reduce your stress levels,

Sometimes an emotional break is about man-
aging your expectations. Take a Shabbat from
demanding perfection of yourself and those around
you. Rest in the knowledge that we are all human,
doing the best we can. As the saying goes, “Lower
your expectations and claim a victory”

Shabbat can also mean taking a moment to
meditate or pray. You don't have to be in a church,
synagogue or Nepalese monastery. It’s like charging
your cellphone. You are simply taking a moment to
access that which empowers you.

Sadly, many of us believe that working nonstop
makes us good people. Perhaps we were made to
feel that we don't deserve to rest or to take care of
ourselves. Somewhere along the way, we began to
believe that if we were less productive, we would
be less loved—as if love were based on a market
economy.

In the end, what are the times in our lives
we'll remember? Not the committee meetings,
the political rallies or the checks on our to-do list.
We'll remember times we spent around a table
with friends or family; times we engaged in activ-
ities about which we are passionate; and times we
renewed ourselves, gaining perspective and healing.

I still can’t cook a lovely dinner like Nana Gert
could. But I'm getting better at cooking up the gift
of time for myself. Honor God's commandment
to rest. Remember the wisdom of Nana Gert: No
matzerthedayofthemk,ifyou‘retired,stopand
declare to all the world, “Shabbat? Why not!” s

JorvssTaR githemagizneog 5



NOMINATION FORM FOR TRIENNIAL CONVENTION VOTING MEMBER

SEPTEMBER 19 - 21, 2023

PHOENIX, ARIZONA
Name of Nominee
Address of Nominee
Street City Zip
Telephone Number E-Mail

Name and City of Congregational Unit submitting this Nomination:

Check all that applies to the Nominee

Age of Nominee ( ) Under 40 ( ) Over 40

() First time delegate to the Triennial

() Woman of Color or primary language other than English
() Active in a Women of the ELCA Congregational Unit
() Active as a Cluster Leader

() Active as a Synodical Women’s Organization Leader

Experience: Beginning with the most recent, list the nominee’s experience for the last 5 years.

Local Congregational Women’s Unit

Cluster Leader

Synodical Leader

Form submitted by:

Name Church Unit
Telephone e-mail

Note: Our constitution states that each Unit may submit only one nomination and that a nominee is limited to serve as a

delegate for two consecutive Triennial Conventions.

During the SWO Gathering of Women on October 8, 2022, one Synod voting member will be elected for the 2023
Triennial Convention. Our SWO president is a delegate by virtue of the office. The Triennial Convention is held just
before the Triennial Gathering. Voting members will have their round trip travel cost paid by Churchwide, as well as

their lodging and meals during the Convention. If the delegate chooses to stay for the Triennial Gathering, the
registration, lodging and meals will be at the individual’s own expense. Please submit a nominee from your
congregational unit by October 1, 2022 to:

SWO Registrar: Jan Fox
4130 S. Carnaby La.
New Berlin, WI 53151
262 782-5680
jenfx@aol.com
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Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President: Sue Seidemann (2022) Secretary: Laura Ruiz (2023)
Worship 3729 N. 12" Street 171 N. 71st Street
Resource Sheboygan, WI 53083 Milwaukee, WI 53213
Books 920-452-1634 (H) 414 704-7849 ©
920-946-1857 (C) ruizlm60@yahoo.com
seidesue@Charter.net Ascension - Milwaukee
St. Peter - Sheboygan
Treasurer: Victoria Mallak (2022)
Vice Pres: Jan Fox (2022) Finance Chair 132 S. 92" Street
4130 S. Carnaby La. Offerings Milwaukee, WI 53214
New Berlin, WI 53151 414-257-3315
262 782-5680 © Cell: 414-530-6884
jenfx@aol.com vmallak@wi.rr.com
Ascension - Milwaukee Martin Luther - Milwaukee
BOARD MEMBERS

Mission Team
Gleanings Editor

Robin Fatla (2022)

W62 N616 Washington Ave
Cedarburg, WI 53012

Cell: 262 339-8898
rlwfatla@gmail.com

St. John - Grafton

Mission Team Cheryl Isotalo (2022)
6322 W. Cleveland Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53219
414 541-4236 (H)

414 975-2089 ©
cisotalo@yahoo.com
Nativity - Wauwatosa
Anti-Racism Lona Eubanks (2022)
10260 W. Terra Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53224
414-368-3363
l.eubanks@sbcglobal.net
Incarnation LC - Milwaukee

Convention Vicki Watkins (2022)
Intern 1661 River’s Bend La. #306
Wauwatosa, WI 53226
414 475-6967 (H)
414 610 8408 (C)
vwatkins1727@gmail.com
Village Church - Milwaukee
Cluster/Cong. OPEN SEAT
Liaison

Webmaster: Sandy Allen
allen.sjwerner@gmail.com

Facebook Coordinator: Caitlin Vang
hiS.caitlin@gmail.com

Communications Chair: Julie Starks
414-483-0122
jastarks39@gmail.com

Gleanings Mailing Crew

Chair:

Crew:

Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization

Julie Starks 414-254-2533
jastarks39@gmail.com

LaVerne Mueller 414-541-2103
billlaernem@gmail.com .

Ruth Hoppe 414-281-5896
ruthhoppe708@gmail.com

Joanne Hoeft 414 282-7237
hoeftjoanne@yahoo.com

Tori Mallak 414 530-6884 vmallak@wi.rr.com

Website: www.greatermilwaukeeswo.org
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WOMEN OF THE ELCA

Greater Milwaukee Synodical Organization Non-Profit Org.
3259 S. Swain Court U.S. Postage
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53207-3107 PAID

Milwaukee, WI

Address Service Requested Permit No.3678
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NOTICE TO INDIVIDUAL GLEANINGS SUBSCRIBERS

Please look closely at your address sticker and take note of the numbers following your name. Those numbers
are the date that your Gleanings subscription will expire. If the letters “comp” follow your name that indicates
you are receiving a complimentary copy.

To receive an individual subscription mailed to your home, send $5 for a one-year subscription (4 copies) or
$9 for a two year subscription (8 copies). Make check payable to “Women of the ELCA” and mail your order
to Julie Starks, 3259 S. Swain Ct., Milwaukee, WI 53207-3107.

Name

Address

Congregational Unit

ANOTHER WAY TO RECEIVE THE GLEANINGS ... THIS IS FREE
You can receive the Gleanings - IN COLOR! free of charge via e-mail. To do this send your name and your

e-mail address to Julie Starks at jastarks@earthlink.net You may also access Gleanings through our new
website at.......... www.greatermilwaukeeswo.org.

“Gleanings” is published four times each year: March, June, September and December
Articles for each publication should be submitted by the first of February, May, August and November

to Robin Fatla - rlwfatla@gmail.com
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